WELCONME TO THE KIDS KORNER
A PAGE YMDE JUST FORNOW/

Do you \now how our creeks and beaches get polluted? Or have you
ever wondered what those holes in the sidewalk were for? Well, read
on to find out...

Woter pollution can come from olof\
of different places, but the number

one reason that our cree\s, rivers,
lokes and beaches get dirty is from
’ the water and other poliutants thot

flow into storm droins. Look below to
¥ 4 “ find out more. /
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What's storm water pollution? Storm water is the water that runs

dowin the street when it’s raining. Storm water enfers holes in the gut-
ter called storv drains. Water thot flows down the street when it’s not
raining, live when you wash your car or wWater your lown, is called urban

Confused yer? Toke a loo\.,..

ET orm Drain = Ur-bun Runoff . S 51 i Water

Aﬂersfomwoterondurbonmnoffﬂowwofhestomdroin.ifgets
sent to the nearest cree\, river, loke or ocean so our streefs don't
flood. That means any poliutant on the street or in urban runoff gets
carried fo our waterbodies and eventually the ocean.

Nuck! Can you imagine swimming in all
the gross stuff that’s on our streets?
Soaps, grass clipping, frash, pet waste,
pesticides and fertilizers, dirt and oil
are just some of the pollutants thaot
make our woter unhealthy for people
and other animals




Pallutants flew in the
storm drain...

Here’s how storm-
water gets info the
storm drain
ond
how it comes out fo
pollute our woter
ond wildlife

and out intoe a
creek, river, lake
lagaan or ocean,

"

> W <

Can you think of all the pollutants
that con floot down a storm drain
and contominate our water? Use
the picture above and think of
sofne oN your own.
Here, lefs make a list...

Leaves and grass clippings Swimnming Pool Chemicals Hazerdous Chemicals

Dirt Pesticides and Fertilizers
from cars
[ &)
g -

Thats o pretty long list of stuff that can pollutant our wWater. But, do you \now why it’s bad for peo-
ple and the environment?



Chexmicals live oil, chlorine (used for swirnming pools), cleaners, pesticides
and fertilizers can harm the animals, bugs and plants thot live in the water, )
and can make people sick when it floats down fo the ocean. \ :}

Too many leaves and grass clippings can take the oxygen out of wWater and
T suffocate the plants and animals who need oxygen to breathe.

b \\l -J"

The waste from our pets is very harmful fo our waterbodies. Our pefs’ waste S
has dongerous bacteria that can spread diseases to plants, animals and hu- ﬂ% Lo
mans that swim in dirfy water.

Soops and detergents, live too many leaves and grass clippings, con take

] J;'_ i&; oxygen out of water and suffocate plants and animals. Also, soaps and de-
MAgi=rll, tergents eat awoy af the sl mucus loyer that profects fish from dis-

~  eases and bacteria.
Listen up, litterbugs... the trash you throw in the street will eventually &
end up on the beach! If you don‘t litter, hurray! Nou’re helping our envi- ot "%
ronment stay clean! Trash is not only ughy o look af, but it pollutes our 3%, ~ Mo Wi

water and can make animals sick.

-~ =1 5 for cree\ks, rivers and lokes? Well, a little bit of dirt is natural. But, foo much
25 " from what's called “erosion* is harmful fo waterbodies. “Erosion” is when dirt
slides off hilisides and lands in a waterbody. Also, dirt can come from our
streets and sidewalks, get carried info a storm drain and eventually end up
in o wWaterbody. So, why is dirt bad? It makes wWater murky, so fish have o
hard timme breathing or finding places to loy their eggs. Dirt also clogs up

cree\s, rivers and lakes making them disappear altogether.

?:ﬁ Nou‘'re a water pollution genius if you can get this question... Why is dirt bad

7 SIMRTER NET?
Now that you know how water pollu-

tion hoppens, you can help prevent

water poliution! There are lofs of little

things we can do fo poliute less. ’ N
THANKS FOR NOUR HELP!
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