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MEETING: X PUBLIC HEARING: X1 <

PUBLIC NOTICE POSTING REQUEST
OFFICE OF THE LEICESTER TOWN CLERK s 5

| &

ORGANIZATION: Select Board Meeting RELoth
2024 APR -1y PH L LO

TOWN CLERIK'S OFFICE
. MASS.,

DATE: April 8, 2024 TIME: 6:00pm

LOCATION: Select Board Conference Room, 3 Washburn Sq, Hybrid

REQUESTED BY:

Maria Cataloni, Executive Assistant

Agenda packet and associated documents can be found at www.leicesterma.org/bos. This agenda lists all matters
anticipated for discussion; some items may be passed over, and other items not listed may be brought up for discussion to
the extent permitted by law. Votes may be taken on any item brought before the Board at its meeting. Select Board
meetings are recorded by LCAC. Any member of the public planning to record the meeting must first notify the Chair.
PLEASE SILENCE ALL CELL PHONES DURING THE MEETING

https://app.goto.com/meeting/534733493
(571) 317-3122; Access Code: 534-733-3493

CALL TO ORDER/OPENING
VETERANS POEM
SCHEDULED ITEMS
a. 6:00 PM —Public Hearing — Vote by Mail for Annual Town Election

CIVIC ANNOUNCEMENTS
a. Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
a. Appointment — Recruit Firefighter, Matthew Berthume

OTHER BUSINESS

Recommendations for appointment of the School Building Committee

Contract Award — High School Campus, Common and Memorial Square Mowing
Vote to open Spring Annual Town Meeting Warrant

Amend Warrant Articles — Spring Annual Town Meeting Warrant

Vote to close Warrant

Vote recommendations for Warrant Articles

oo 0T o

MINUTES

a. January 2, 2024
b. March 25, 2024
c. April1,2024

ADJOURN
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Clerk
Memo

To: Town Administrator, Select Board
CC:

Date: 4/4/2024

Re: Vote by Mall

The State Primary March 5, 2024, provided major insight to what happens with vote by mail. We
received a total of 1227 applications and processed them, sent each application out the corresponding
ballot that they requested, ballots each had a cost of $.88. Some applications were incomplete, and we
needed to find the contact information if it was not provided, we reached out by phone and then by mail
if we were not successful by phone. If we received back an answer, we were able to process the ballot
and send them out. We started sending ballots out on January 22 and the last day was February 27t to

mail out. We received ballots back up until 8pm on March 5, 2024. With 1227 ballots sent out 890 were
received back.

It is my recommendation that we consider to Opt-out of VVote by Mail for the local election. To order and
send out the cards alone the estimate is $4,513.86. Then to process and send out the ballots (based
on the 1227 voters that mailed them back it would cost an additional $1,079.76. It is my feeling since
the 2024 budget was consumed by the Special State Primary and the Special State Election prior to
the State Primary it feels as though the cost at this time is an added expense that we may not need.
We still offer absentee ballots for those voters who are not able to make it out in time to vote for

personal reasons and being June, typically weather does not have an adverse effect for residents to
come out and vote in the local election.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela LaFleur
Town Clerk



Town of Leicester Fire Department
3 Paxton Street
Leicester Massachusetts, 01524

Michael R. Dupuis 508-892-7022
Chief

April 4, 2024
TO: David Genereux
Town Administrator

FROM: Michael Dupuis
Fire Chief
SUBIJECT: Appointments

Deputy Tebo and his staff has completed new recruit interviews. | am requesting the Selectboard
approved the following as Recruit Firefighter with the Town of Leicester.

Matthew Berthume

Respectfully submitted,

il V! G

Chief Michael R. Dupuis, CFO



Leicester Public Schools

KNOWLEDGE * SKILLS * CHARACTER

Brett Kustigian, Ed.D., Superintendent
3 Washburn Square, Leicester, MA 01524
P. 508.892.7040  F. 508-892-7063
www.Ipsma net

April 4, 2024

David Genereux
Town Administrator
3 Washburn Square
Leicester, MA 01524

Dear Mr. Genereux,

The purpose of this letter is to ask the Board of Selectmen to vote to approve the School Building Committee
as outlined in the attachment. The School Committee previously voted to approve the School Building
Committee as proposed at their meeting on April 1, 2024. Please contact me for further details and or any

questions.

Thank you for your consideration,

Brett Kustigian
Leicester Public Schools Superintendent

kustigianb@lpsma.net
508-892-7040 x. 9003

The Leicester Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, religion, disability, pregnancy and pregnancy-related condition, age, active military/veteran status, ancestry, or
national or ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, employment policies, and other administered
programs and activities. In addition, students who are homeless or of limited English-speaking ability are protected from
discrimination in accessing the course of study and other opportunities available through the schools.



Designation Name & Title Address Email & Phone # Voting
Member
SBC ember who | David Genereux | 3 Washburn Sq. genereuxd@leicesterma.org | Yes
is MCPPO Leicester Town Leicester MA
certified Administrator 01524
Local Chief Rick Antanavica | 3 Washburn Sq. _ Yes
Executive Board of Leicester MA
Officer Selectmen Chair | 01524
Administrator David Genereux | 3 Washburn Sq. genereuxd@leicesterma.org | Yes
or Manager Leicester Town Leicester MA
Administrator 01524
School Donna McCance | 3 Washburn Sq. mccanced@lpsma.net Yes
Committee School Leicester MA
Member Committee 01524
Chair
Superintendent | Brett Kustigian 3 Washburn Sq. kustigianb@Ipsma.net Yes
of Schools Superintendent | Leicester MA
of Schools 01524
Local official Kris Lauzon 3 Washburn Sq. lauzonk@lpsma.net Yes
responsible for | Facilities
Maintenance Director
Representative | Jim Reinke 3 Washburn Sq. reinkej@Ipsma.net Yes
of Office School Leicester MA
authorized by Committee 01524
law to construct | member with
school buildings | construction exp
School Principal | Ted Zawada 3 Washburn Sq. zawadat@Ilpsma.net Yes
LHS Principal Leicester MA
01524
Member Richard Lind 3 Washburn Sq. lindr@Ipsma.net Yes
knowledgeable | Assistant Leicester MA
in educational Superintendent | 01524
mission and
function of
facility
Local budget Denise Carrier 3 Washburn Sq. carrierd@lpsma.net Yes
official or local Director of Leicester MA
finance Finance 01524
committee
member
Member of Kevin Menard 3 Washburn Sq. menardk@Ieicesterma.org Yes
community Board of Leicester MA
with Selectmen and 01524
architecture, Owner of
engineering and | KMKelly

or construction
experience




Town of Leicester

OFFICE OF THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Town Hall, 3 Washburn Square
Leicester, Massachusetts 01524-1333
Phone: (508) 892-7000 Fax: (508) 892-7070

April 4, 2024

To: Select Board
From: David Genereux, Town Administrator

RE: Recommendation — Mowing Bid

On April 4, 2024 we opened bids for the mowing of the High School Campus, the Common, and the veteran’s
squares around Town. Five bids were submitted. Those bids are listed below:

Company B=|d
Chavoor Group, Inc $77,500.00
Global Maintenance, LLC $61,800.00
Golf Course Management $62,575.00
Better Grounds Management $65,768.00
SSE LLC - Great Horizons $70,000.00

Global Maintenance, LL.C was the low bidder at $61,800. The firm has submitted all required information,
included Cort’s of all employees. They did this work for the Town during the 2022 season. I recommend
that the Board vote to award this contract, pending reference checks.

Please contact me with ant questions.



Town of Leicester

OFFICE OF THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Town Hall, 3 Washburn Square
Leicester, Massachusetts 01524-1333
Phone: (508) 892-7000 Fax: (508) 892-7070

April 4, 2024

To: Select Board
From: David Genereux, Town Administrator

RE: Annual Town Meeting Warrant

Please be advised of my request for the Board to open the warrant to correct or amend warrant articles the
corrections are as follows (Changes to Article 18 are in Bold):

Article 18

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to petition the General Court to adopt a special
act, as set forth below, to allow Kenneth M. Antanavica to continue to serve in the Position of Police Chief
until April 30,2027, provided, however, that the General Court may make administrative or editorial changes
of form only to the bill, unless the Select Board approves amendments thereto before enactment by the
General Court, which amendment shall be within the public purpose of said petition;

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by authority of
the same as follows;

Section 1. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, Kenneth M. Antanavica, Police
Chief of the Town of Leicester, may continue to serve in the position of Police Chief until April 30,
2027, or until the date of his retirement, non-reappointment, or the date he is relieved of his
duties by the town, whichever occurs first; provided, however, that he is mentally and
physically capable of performing the duties of his office. No further deductions shall be made from
the regular compensation of Kenneth M. Antanavica under Chapter 32 of the General Laws for any
service subsequent to April 30, 2025, and upon retirement, he shall receive a superannuation
retirement allowance equal to that which he would have been entitled had he retired on that date.

The text was recommended by House Counsel to allow the Town to have potential termination options if
desired. There is also a change from 2026 to 2027, which was discussed with the chief, to allow for the time
necessary to get the Police Chief position out of Civil Service and two conduct a recruitment.

Articles 14 and 15 had a misspelled word in their titles.

Article 23
The Battery Storage bylaw was created from a bylaw that originated in the Town of Ware. There were two
references that were changed from Ware to Leicester.

Please accept my recommendation to open the warrant, vote these corrections, and close the warrant.



Town of Leicester, Massachusetts

Annual Town
Meeting Wartrant

Spring Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024 — 7:00PM

“In the Hands of the Voters”

Meeting location:
Town Hall Gymnasium
3 Washburn Square
Leicester, MA 01524

DRAFT
Version VA4



Town Rules & Procedures Review

Each Town Meeting is a formal legislative body. As such, we are governed by both Massachusetts General
Laws and Chapter Two of Leicester's Town By-Laws. Our proceedings follow “Town Meeting Time, A
Handbook of Parliamentary Law”, and tradition.

The Town Moderator does not vote, except in cases of a tie vote on the floor.
Town Meetings in Leicester are open only to registered voters.

As members of the town meeting, voters have the right, if they so choose, to present opinions and to ask
questions through the moderator in relation to the motion under discussion, and only to the motion under
discussion. You have a right to be comfortable with the facts at hand in order to make an informed vote.

A voter wishing to address the meeting through the moderator should approach the microphone and must
identify themselves and state their address each time they address the meeting. If it seems that the
Moderator is not aware of your desire to speak, please give some signal so that you will be recognized. If
you are not able to get to the microphone, please give a signal and a teller or volunteer will bring a
microphone to you.

No one may speak to any motion more than twice, except to clarify a point or respond to a question through
or from the moderator, and maximum time is. ten minutes. Voters must stay on topic with the motion at
hand, and personal attacks or slurs of any kind will not be tolerated.

If you have a question as to why something is done in a fashion, feel free to ask. Raise that question or
issue with the statement, “Point of Order.”

If a member of this meeting wishes to move the question, that motion must be made from the microphone.
A motion to move the question will not be accepted from the floor. A motion to move the question simply
indicates that at least the individual offering the motion to move the question and person making the second
have heard all the debate they feel is needed. A seconded motion to move the question is not a debatable
motion. At such time, all debate will cease, and a vote is taken. A 2/3rds majority is required for passage.
If the motion to move the question passes, we will immediately vote on the motion which was under
discussion in the hands of the meeting. If the motion to move the question is defeated, debate on the
motion previously under discussion will resume. This procedure is often misunderstood but is allowed and
governed under the By-Laws of the Town of Leicester.

Any motion undertaken by Town Meeting in Leicester may be reconsidered, meaning it can be brought up
for a vote a second time. The motion to reconsider a motion must be made within one hour of the taking
of the original vote on the motion in question. A motion cannot be brought forward for reconsideration more
than once.

Any motion made must be within the scope of the articles posted in the warrant and presented to the
moderator in writing.

Respecitfully,
Doug Belanger

Town Moderator



Town of Leicester
Sprng Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

WORCESTER, SS.
To a Constable in the Town of Leicester,

GREETINGS:

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the
Inhabitants of the Town of Leicester qualified to vote in Town Elections and Town Affairs to meet at the
Town Hall Gymnasium, 3 Washburn Square, Leicester, MA 01524 on Tuesday, the seventh day of
May, 2024 at 7:00 PM, then and there to act on the following articles, namely:

ARTICLE 1 _PRIORYEARBILLS
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum of
monies in order to pay bills from prior fiscal years or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION
I move the Town vote to transfer $45,601.83 from Free Cash to pay the prior year bills as
listed in the May 7, 2024 Town Meeting warrant.

Department Vendor Amount

Legal Petrini.and Associates $1,465.80
Legal Petrini and Associates $1,060.88
Legal Melick & Porter $1,008.50
Planning Board FY23 Stipends $1,424.00
DPW National Grid Electric $471.91
DPW National Grid Electric $461.87
DPW National Grid Electric $481.55
DPW National Grid Electric $614.70
DPW National Grid Electric $553.85
DPW National Grid Electric $570.04
DPW National Grid Electric $287.19
Knight Hall (School) National Grid Electric $6,738.14
Knight Hall (School) National Grid Electric $4.442 .53
Police National Grid Gas $10,585.81
DPW Tradebe Environmental Services, Inc. $14,743.75
Various Departments Spectrum Enterprise $691.31
Total $45,601.83

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION



Town of Leicester
Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

This article is required for the payment of bills prior to July 1, 2023, that were not submitted by
the close of the fiscal year. The legal bills, Planning Board stipends, and Spectrum bills were
overlooked due to staff error. The environmental services bill was for a hazardous waste event
that was not billed timely. The electric and gas bills are for services that were not previously
billed and commenced randomly by National Grid.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a 4/5™s vote pursuant to MGL Chapter 44, §64.

ARTICLE 2 DEPARTMENT AND/OR WARRANT ARTICLE TRANSFERS - FY2024

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds in the Treasury,
transfer from other budget accounts, adjust budgets, transfer to/from or adjust existing warrant articles
such sums of money as may be necessary to defray expenses and fund various and diverse accounts
in the Fiscal Year 2024 operating budget of the Town, any other warrant articles or take any action
thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION #2A — BUDGET TRANSFERS

I move that the Town vote to transfer the following sums, totaling $323,309.26 as listed in
the table under Article 2A of the Town Meeting warrant from the FY 2024 Employee
Benefits budget.

To Amount Reason
Town Hall Telephones $600 | Budget insufficient
Town Clerk $760.00 | Budget insufficient due to the presidential primary

and the special election for Massachusetts State
Senate seat won by Peter Durant.

Elections $24,335 | Same as above

Other General $1,000 | Additional funding requested due to the Vote-By-

Government Mail provision of the Presidential primary

Snow & Ice $201,000 | Annual overage in expenditures for keep the roads
clean during winter weather events.

Shared Maintenance $50,000 | Account at $47,549.07 with three months

(950) remaining.

Stormwater $264.26 | Article in deficit

Management ATM

5/22 Art 10

Fire Hydrant Repair 6,850 | Article in deficit

STM 10/22 Art 10

Police Flooring STM $20,000 | Bids are out on this project; original funding of

10/23 Art 4 $44,000 is likely to be insufficient due to rising

costs. Additional funding sought to insure there is
enough funding to complete the project.

Police Detective $14,000 | Project costs exceeding budget

Station STM 10/23 Art
4




Town of Leicester
Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

Ambulance Expenses $4,500 | Former EMS 2005 Chevrolet ambulance was
scheduled to be traded in as part of the down
payment for a new Ambulance. Vehicle has since
been incorporated into the School medical program,
leaving the need to pay fund the trade-in allowance.

Total $323,309.26

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION
This request amends the Fiscal Year 2024 operating budget and various general fund warrant
articles with transfers from the FY 2024 Employee Benefits budget.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote.

PROPOSED MOTION #2B — FUND TRANSFERS

I move that the Town vote to transfer the following sums, totaling $135,000.00 from Free
Cash to the accounts listed in the table under Article 2B of the Town Meeting warrant
from Free Cash.

To Amount | Reason

OPEB $35,000 | Funding sought to continue building the OPEB
Stabilization fund

Stabilization $100,000 | Funding sought to add additional funds to

Fund Stabilization

Total $135,000

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

This request is to add additional reserves to two Stabilization funds. The Town has not been
able to make annual contributions due to the need for funding the maintenance of the high school
campus and non-school related buildings from Free Cash. Now that those costs are included in
the general fund budget, this transfer can be recommended.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote.




Town of Leicester
Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

ARTICLE 3 ELECTED OFFICIALS SALARIES
To see what compensation the Town will vote to pay elected officials or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION
I move the Town vote to set the rate of compensation to pay elected officials for Fiscal
Year 2025 as detailed in the May 7, 2024, Spring Annual Town Meeting Warrant.

FISCAL YEAR 2025 ELECTED OFFICIALS PAY RATES
POSITION PAY RATE
TOWN CLERK $84,385
MODERATOR $87
SELECT BOARD - CHAIR $918
SELECT BOARD — MEMBERS (4) each $753
SCHOOL COMMITTEE - CHAIR $465
SCHOOL COMMITTEE — MEMBERS (4) each $205
PLANNING BOARD - CHAIR $334
PLANNING BOARD — MEMBERS (4) each $288
BOARD OF HEALTH - CHAIR $334
BOARD OF HEALTH — MEMBERS (2) each $288
ASSESSOR - MEMBERS (3) each $621

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

Compensation for elected officials is set by Town Meeting. The proposed FY 2025 elected
officials pay rates have been increased by the same cost of living increase given other non-union
staff.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote per M.G.L. Chapter 41,
Section 108.




ARTICLE4 AMEND THE REVOLVING FUND BYLAW

To see if the Town will vote to amend the revolving fund bylaw, as listed in the Town Meeting warrant,

or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION

Town of Leicester
Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

I move the Town vote to amend the Town'’s revolving fund bylaw, as follows:
To amend Column C and D of the Leicester Schools Campus Use Revolving Fund as follows:

From:
A B C D E F G
Revolving Department, Fees, Program_ [Restriction Other Fisc
Fund Board, Charges or | or Activity s or Requirement al
Committee, Other Expenses |Conditions| s/Reports Year
Agency or Officer] Receipts Payable on s
Authorized to Credited to | fromFund | Expenses
Spend from Fund Fund Payable
from Fund
Leicester Select Board/TownlAll fees, All costs None None Fiscal
Schools Administrator charges or associated Year
Campus other receipts |with the 2022
Use collected from |operation of and
the use of the |the former subsequ
former Becker ent
campus property, years
property; and [including
any. other utilities,
funds maintenance,
collected from |repairs,
programs or |[groundskeep
activities for  [ng,and any
the use of the |and all other
Iproperty. associated
costs
To:
A B C D E J F G
Revolving Department, Fees, Program |Restriction Other Fisc
Fund Board, Charges or or or Requirement al
Committee, Other Activity | Conditions| s/Reports Year
Agency or Officerl Receipts Expense on s
Authorized to Credited to s Expenses
Spend from Fund Fund Payable Payable
from from Fund
Fund




Town of Leicester

Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

Leicester
Schools
Campus
Use

Select Board/Town
Administrator

Fees,
charges
and/or other
receipts
collected from
the use of
fields and
facilities for
athletic
events,
meetings,
gatherings,
and social
functions on
campus
property.
Lease and/or
rental
payments are

excluded.

Costs
associated
with the
operation of
the property,
including
maintenanc
e, repairs
and
groundskee

ping.

[None

None

Fiscal
Year
2022
and
subsequ
ent
years

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION
The Leicester School Campus Use fund was established to take in any receipts received from
the use of campus facilities to fund maintenance and repairs. At the time, the assumption was
that the funds would come from user fees for daily rent of the turf field or the gym. We did not
anticipate that we would be establishing long term leases for housing through the
Commonwealth. As funding for the maintenance of the campus now comes from the general
fund, we are requesting that those lease funds be considered a general fund receipt. This
change to the bylaw restricts the receipts going into the fund to be the original intent of fees
charged for short term use of facilities.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority.

ARTICLE 24

CITIZENS PETITION - Revoke the authority of the Select Board to sell, rent

lease or otherwise dispose of the former Becker Campus real estate and assets.

To see if the Town will vote to:
To revoke the authorization granted to the Select Board, in Article 3 of the Special Town Meeting held
on September 14, 2021, to sell, rent, lease, or otherwise dispose of any or all of the interests in real
estate and assets acquired in the purchase of the former Becker Campus. Any further sale, rental,
lease, or disposal of the acquired interests in real estate and assets from the former Becker Campus
shall require a simple majority of registered voters at a Town Meeting.



Town of Leicester
Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION
Citizens petitions are normally placed further back in the warrant and are only moved ahead of
other articles if Town Meeting votes to allow it, but as passage of the article as currently written

would affect the FY 2025 Budget, the article has been placed out of order ahead of the budget
article.

ARTICLE 5_FY 2025 OPERATING BUDGET

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum of
money as may be necessary to defray the expenses of Town departments and Town accounts for the

Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2024, and ending on June 30, 2025, as listed in the May 7, 2024, Annual
Town Meeting Warrant or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION
I move the Town vote to approve the budgets of Town departments and Town Accounts
as printed in the Annual Town Meeting Warrant for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2024,

in the aggregate amount of $37,574,185 and to fund this amount from the following
sources:

Transfer from other revenue: $35,000
Transfer from Bond Premium $159,150
Transfer from Free Cash: $700,000

And the balance of the funds in the remaining sum of $36,680,005 shall be raised and
appropriated by taxation, state aid, and local receipts.

DEPT DEPARTMENT FY2023 FY2024 FY2025 $ %
NAME BUDGET | BUDGET | PROPOSED | CHANGE | CHANGE

111 LEGAL

TOTAL | 122,151 99,000 99,000 0 0.00%
114 MODERATOR

TOTAL 151 200 202 2 1.00%
122 SELECT BOARD

TOTAL | 373,053 428,228 371,208 -57,020 -13.32%
130 RESERVE FUND

TOTAL 50,000 50,000 50,000 0 0.00%

ADVISORY

131 BOARD

TOTAL 1,325 1,325 1,325 0 0.00%

9



Town of Leicester
Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

1s5 | ACCOUNTANT
TOTAL| 160746 | 168592 | 171.337 2.745 1.63%
i ASSESSORS
TOTAL| 132.457 | 136124 | 164,594 | 28.470 | 20.92%
TREASURER/CO
145 LLECTOR
TOTAL| 199744 | 227522 | 247.385 19.863 8.73%
. TAX TITLE
TOTAL| 16,000 32,000 32,000 0 0%
15, | _PERSONNEL BD
TOTAL| 275 275 275 0 0%
155 | IT DEPARTMENT
TOTAL| 206,060 | 224242 | 243,085 18.843 8.40%
o1 |_TOWN CLERK
TOTAL | 139239 | 148145 | 148532 387 0.26%
ELECTIONS &
162 | REGISTRATIONS
TOTAL| 51,700 37,700 51,360 13.660 | 36.23%
g0 | _LAND USE
TOTAL | 268589 | 277.771 | 135097 | 142,674 | -51.36%
TOWN OWNED
192 BLDG MAINT
TOTAL| 56,081 48,281 51,700 3.419 7.08%
DEPT DEPARTMENT | FY2022 | FY2023 | FY2024 $ %
4 NAME | BUDGET | BUDGET | PROPOSED | CHANGE | CHANGE
TOWN HALL
BLDG
197 | MAINTENANCE
TOTAL| 86,909 86,909 92.205 5.296 6.09%
TOWN HALL
198 { TELEPHONES
TOTAL| 7,400 6.400 7.400 1,000 15.63%
OTHER -
199 | GENERAL GOV
TOTAL| 33.100 33.100 34.100 1,000 3.02%
270 __POLICE DEPT
TOTAL | 2,362,250 | 2.374.272 | 2,549,058 | 174,786 | 7.36%
220 FIRE DEPT
TOTAL | 385963 | 385872 | 391314 5.442 1.41%
EMERGENCY
232 | MANAGEMENT
TOTAL| 6467 6.546 6.627 81 1.24%
» CODE DEPT
TOTAL| 128,667 | 132586 | 151,933 19.347 | 14.59%

10
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ANIMAL
CONTROL

Town of Leicester
Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

TOTAL

34,954

35,484

36,025

541

1.52%

DEPT

DEPARTMENT
NAME

FY2023
BUDGET

FY2024
BUDGET

FY2025
PROPOSED

$
CHANGE

%
CHANGE

296

INSECT PEST
CONTROL

TOTAL

7,850

7,850

14,700

6,850

87.26%

310

LEICESTER
PULIC SCHOOLS

TOTAL

17,492,412

20,605,63
6

20,330,236

-275,000

-1.33%

420

DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC
WORKS

TOTAL

1,026,814

1,090,114

1,231,211

141,097

12.94%

423

SNOW & ICE

TOTAL

406,000

121,000

121,000

0

0%

424

STREETLIGHTS

TOTAL

35,000

35,000

35,000

0

0%

510

BOARD OF
HEALTH

TOTAL

92,594

92,594

541

COUNCIL ON
AGING

TOTAL

109,342

111,800

113,969

2,169

1.94%

543

VETERANS
SERVICES

TOTAL

76,808

108,477

76,150

-32,327

-29.80%

545

VETERANS
GRAVES REG

TOTAL

2,400

2,400

2,400

0.00%

610

PUBLIC LIBRARY

TOTAL

239,386

244,236

254,333

10,097

4.13%

630

PARKS &
RECREATION

TOTAL

6,450

6,450

6,450

0.00%

691

HISTORICAL
COMM

TOTAL

950

950

950

0.00%

692

MEMORIAL DAY
COMM

TOTAL

3,000

3,000

3,000

0.00%

11




MATURING DEBT

710 PRINCIPAL

Town of Leicester

Annual Town Meeting — May 7, 2024

TOTAL

1,218,733

1,203,832

1,080,761

123,071

-10.22%

MATURING DEBT

751 INTEREST

TOTAL

293,828

255,321

220,272

-35,049

-13.73%

TEMPORARY

752 LOAN INTEREST

TOTAL

216,700

743,889

964,009

220,120

29.59%

BOND ISSUE

753 TOTAL

1,100

0

0

0

-100.00%

WORC REG

911 RETIREMENT

TOTAL

1,717,353

1,823,365

2,007,244

183,879

10.08%

DEPT DEPARTMENT
# NAME

FY2023
BUDGET

FY2024
BUDGET

FY2025
PROPOSED

$
CHANGE

%
CHANGE

WORKER

912 COMPENSATION

TOTAL

219,863

252,842

290,768

37,926

15.00%

UNEMPLOYMENT

913 COMP

TOTAL

32,000

142,000

78,000

-64,000

-45.07%

EMPLOYEE

914 BENEFITS

TOTAL

2,776,782

3,365,365

3,699,601

334,236

9.93%

BONDING &

945 INSURANCE

TOTAL

339,116

358,939

679,813

320,874

89.40%

SHARED
MAINTENANCE
EXPENSES

911

TOTAL

414,456

642,090

1,235,932

593,842

92.49%

Grand Total — All Budgets

31,459,714

36,064,728

37,574,155

1,509,426

4.19%

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD

ECOMME

DATION

DESCRIPTION

This is the fiscal year 2025 operating budget for municipal and school services. Property tax
proposed to be levied is within the allowances of Proposition 2 2. We are utilizing the Governor’s
proposed revenue estimates for local aid.
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Please note budget allocations as listed below:

Department FY 24 FY 25 $ Change %
Budget Budget Change

Municipal Budgets 6,671,851 6,987,519 315,669 4.73%

School Budget 20,605,236 20,330,236 -275,000 -1.33%

Intergovernmental 8,787,642 10,256,399 1,468,757 16.71%

Budgets

Totals 36,074,728 37,574,155 1,509,426 4.19%

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote.

ARTICLE 6 VOCATIONAL TUITION

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum of
money as may be necessary to fund the Vocational Tuition expenses for Leicester students for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2024 or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION
I move the Town vote to raise and appropriate $967,474 for Vocational Tuition expenses
for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2024.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

Chapter 74 of the Mass General Laws governs vocational technical education programs in public
school districts. This article was moved out of the line-item budget and into a separate warrant
article starting in FY16. Tracking these costs independently allows for more accurate accounting
of the costs associated with Leicester students attending other schools for vocational education.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote

ARTICLE 7 CENTRAL MASS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION ANNUAL ASSESSMENT

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum of
money to fund the FY 2025 assessment from the Central Mass Regional Planning Commission, said
assessment to be based on a per capita rate, or take any other action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION

I move the Town vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $3,419.11 to fund the FY 2025
assessment, at a rate of 0.30839 per capita from the Central Mass Regional Planning
Commission.
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Town of Leicester
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

In accordance with Chapter 40B, Section 7 of the Mass General Laws, the Central Mass
Regional Planning Commission requires member municipalities to pay the costs and expenses
of the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning District each fiscal year. Leicesteris a part of
this District. The assessment is based on the population of the Town as it appears in the most
recent national census (2020). The payment of this assessment will maintain the Town’s
services provided by the District.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote

ARTICLE 8 FY 2025 EMS (AMBULANCE) ENTERPRISE ACCOUNT APPROPRIATION

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of monies to fund the FY 2025 expenses of the EMS
(Ambulance) Enterprise Fund, as established by the vote under Article 8 of the May 3, 2022, Annual
Town Meeting, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 53 F 1/2, said
appropriation to be funded from ambulance receipts, charges, and other income as well as an
appropriation from the general fund, or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION

I move that the Town vote to appropriate up to $1,278,496 to fund the FY 2025 expenses
of the EMS (Ambulance) Fund, as established by the vote under Article 8 of the May 3,
2022, Annual Town Meeting, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44,
Section 53 F 1/2, said appropriation to apportioned and funded as follows:

FY 2025 EMS FY23 FY24 FY25 Dollar Percent
BUDGET Budget Budget Budget Change Change
Salaries 633,808 981,136 | 1,051,896 70,760 7.21%
Expenses 117,493 197,300 226,600 29,300 14.85%
Total Budget 751,301 1,178,436 | 1,278,496 100,060 8.49%
Appropriation

$1,278,496 anticipated to be charged to the EMS (Ambulance) Enterprise fund.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION
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The Ems/Ambulance enterprise budget is an enterprise fund and is fully funded vianuser fees.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote per M.G.L. Chapter 44,
§53F V2.

ARTICLE 9 FY 2025 CABLE PEG ACCESS ENTERPRISE ACCOUNT APPROPRIATION

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of moneys to fund the FY 2025 expenses of the Cable
Access Enterprise Fund, as established by the vote under Article 5 of the May 1, 2018, Annual Town
Meeting, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 53 F 3/4, said appropriation
to be funded by fees received pursuant to the Town’s cable licensing agreement, or take any action
thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION

I move that the Town vote to appropriate up to $133,408.01 to fund the FY 2025 expenses
of the Cable Access Enterprise Fund, which was established by the vote under Article 5
of the May 1, 2018 Annual Town Meeting, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 44, Section 53 F 3/4, said appropriation to be funded by funds available in the
Cable PEG Access Enterprise Fund pursuant to the Town’s cable licensing agreement.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

The Department of Revenue requires the Town to budget for the funds received through Charter
for Cable PEG Access operations. While these funds are exclusively for Cable Access
operations, it must be approved by the voters annually at Town Meeting. There was no budget
article at the Spring Town Meeting, so this article both raises and transfers funding from retained
earnings to give LCAC access to all available funding in the account.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote per M.G.L. c. 44, §53
F3/4.

ARTICLE 10 FUNDING OPERATIONAL COSTS OF THE LEICESTER HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS
AND ASSOCIATED PROPERTIES

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum of

money to fund operational costs for the Leicester High School Campus and associated properties or

take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION
Passover

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION
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DESCRIPTION

This article was placed on the warrant as a placeholder, but as it appears the transfer made in
October still has significant funding, and the campus maintenance is now in the general fund
budget, the recommendation is to pass over the article.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE - Requires a simple majority vote per M.G.L. c. 40, § 5.

ARTICLE 11 FY 2025 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum
of money to fund the Capital Improvement Plan budget beginning July 1, 2024 and authorize the
Select Board to enter into lease purchase agreement(s) for a term of years and to transfer from
available funds a sum of money to pay for the initial installments of the lease/purchase
agreement(s), or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION
| move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $300,000 from Free Cash into the Capital

Stabilization Fund.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

While there is a listing of items in the Capital Plan, it is not complete. We intend to work with the
Capital Committee over the summer to reprioritize the plan, in order for it to be part of the FY
2026 budget process with some necessities potentially funded at Fall Town Meeting. In the
meantime, the request is to transfer funds. into the Capital Stabilization Fund to preserve funding
for the Capital Plan.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote.

ARTICLE 12 POLICE CRUISERS
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum of
money to purchase and equip up to two (2) police vehicles or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION
I move the Town vote to transfer $100,000 from Free Cash and $49,930 from the FY2024
Employee Benefits budget to purchase and equip two (2) police vehicle(s)

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION
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DESCRIPTION

The Police Department utilizes a fleet of ten (10) vehicles to meet the law enforcement needs of
the residents of Leicester. This fleet of vehicles includes five (5) frontline marked police cruisers
that are used daily. The Town has been following a fleet replacement schedule that includes
the replacement of one to two cruisers annually to ensure the full use and reliability of the fleet.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote under M.G.L. c. 40, §5.

ARTICLE 13 TRANSFER PROCEEDS FROM SALE OF VICTORIAN PROPERTIES FROM
RECIEPTS RESERVED FOR APPROPRIATION TO RECEIPTS RESERVED FOR
EXPENDITURE

To see if the Town will vote to transfer from receipts reserved for appropriation to receipts
reserved for expenditure a sum of money to pay debt principal associated with the borrowing to
acquire the former Becker campus.

or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION

I move the Town transfer $1,235,000 from Receipts Reserved for Appropriation to
Receipts reserved for Expenditure to pay debt principal associated with the borrowing to
acquire the former Becker campus.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

This article seeks to transfer the funds acquired from the sale of the former Becker campus
dormitories to reduce the debt on the purchase of the property. Total proceeds from the sale
were $1,235,000.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE - Requires a simple majority vote per M.G.L. c. 40, § 5.

ARTICLE 14 BORROWING RECISSION

To see if the Town will vote to rescind an outstanding borrowing authorization, in the amount of
$7,000,157.00 which was authorized as part of the $8,900,157 borrowing authorization voted as
Article 3 of the October 20, 2015 special town meeting, or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION
| move that the article be accepted as written.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
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SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

This is a housecleaning measure to remove an outstanding borrowing authorization on the
Library remodeling project.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE - Requires a simple majority vote

ARTICLE 15 BORROWING RECISSION

To see if the Town will vote to rescind an outstanding borrowing authorization, in the amount of
$400,000.00 which was authorized as part of the $400,000 borrowing authorization voted as
Article 8 of the October 19, 2019 special town meeting, or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION
| move that the article be accepted as written.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION
This is a housecleaning measure to remove an outstanding borrowing authorization for the

redirection of drainage from the new fire station. Funds to accomplish this project were paid via
ARPA.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE - Requires a simple majority vote

ARTICLE 16 ESTABLISH REVOLVING FUND ANNUAL SPENDING LIMITS
To see if the Town will vote to set annual spending limits for revolving accounts as detailed in
the hands of the voters and as defined by Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, § 53E'2
for Fiscal Year 2025, or take any action thereon.

PROPOSED MOTION
I move the Town vote to set annual spending limits for revolving accounts as detailed in
the warrant and as defined by Mass General Laws, Chapter 44, § 53E;, for Fiscal Year

2025.
Revolving Fund Spending Limit
Leicester Schools Campus Use $500,000
Inspectional Services $50,000
Health Clinics $5,000
Senior Center Programs $10,000
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Fuel Usage $35,000
Town Hall $15,000
Recycling $30,000
Police Training $5,000
Recreation $20,000
One-to-one Technology $25,000
DIS Fees $5,000
Library Copier $5,000
Tree Lighting $20,000
EV Charging $2,000
Agricultural Land Acquisition $100,000
Founder’s Day $100,000

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECTBOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION
Under MGL Chapter 44, Section 53E"2 as amended through the Municipal Modernization Act of
2016, Town Meeting is required to vote on the amount that may be spent from each revolving

fund established through the Town’s General Bylaws during the upcoming fiscal year prior to
July 15,

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote.

ARTICLE 17 EXEMPT THE POSITION OF POLICE CHIEF FROM CIVIL SERVICE

To see if the Town will vote the following to exempt the position of Police Chief from Civil Service:
Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the contrary, the
position of Police Chief in the Town of Leicester shall be exempt from the provisions of
Chapter 31 of the General Laws.

Section 2. The provisions of Section 1 shall not impair the civil service status of any incumbent
holding the office of Police Chief in the Town of Leicester on the effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
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SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION

PROPOSED MOTION
Move the article be accepted as written.

DESCRIPTION
While Town meeting voted previously to support the exemption of the Police Chief from Civil
Service, we have been advised to reauthorize the exemption through this article.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority.

ARTICLE 18 PETITION TO EXTEND POLICE CHIEF’S SERVICE TO THE TOWN

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to petition the General Court to adopt a
special act, as set forth below, to allow Kenneth M. Antanavica to continue to serve in the Position of
Police Chief until April 30, 2027, provided, however, that the General Court may make administrative
or editorial changes of form only to the bill, unless the Select Board approves amendments thereto
before enactment by the General Court, which amendment shall be within the public purpose of said
petition;

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
authority of the same as follows;

Section 1. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, Kenneth M. Antanavica, Police
Chief of the Town of Leicester, may continue to serve in the position of Police Chief until April
30, 2027, or until the date of his retirement, non-reappointment, or the date he is relieved of his
duties by the town, whichever occurs first; provided, however, that he is mentally and
physically capable of performing the duties of his office. No further deductions shall be made
from the regular compensation of Kenneth M. Antanavica under Chapter 32 of the General
Laws for any service subsequent to April 30, 2025, and upon retirement, he shall receive a
superannuation retirement allowance equal to that which he would have been entitled had he
retired on that date.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Or take any action relative thereto.

PROPOSED MOTION
Move the article be accepted as written.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION
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DESCRIPTION

Chief Antanavica reached retirement age in April of 2023. Special legislation was passed to is
to allow him to work 1 year beyond his retirement date. The original goal was to have the Chief
provide steady leadership while the Police Department, which had a number of vacancies, rebuilt
its staff, and a new chief was recruited. The Town is in a better position due to a number of
successful recruitments, but still faces challenges in recruiting a new Police Chief.

That process has been paused until the Chief’'s position can be removed from Civil Service,
which is being sought through Article 17 of this Town Meeting. Once these two articles are
passed by Town Meeting and enacted by the State Legislature, we will be able to move forward.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority vote

ARTICLE 19 AMMENDMENT TO ACCEPTANCE OF MGL CHAPTER 40, SECTION 57 —
LOCAL LICENSES AND PERMITS: DENIAL, REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION FOR
FAILURE TO PAY MUNICIPAL TAXES AND CHARGES (ORIGINALY ACCEPTED ON

5/03/1993).

To see if the Town will vote to accept the current MGL Chapter 40 Section 57 as amended,;
eliminating the current minimum 12-month delinquency requirement and directing the tax
collector to disseminate a delinquency list to the community’s permitting or licensing boards on
a more frequent schedule or take any action thereon.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

The municipal modernization act had amended the law and removed the 12-month schedule of
taxpayer delinquency. The amended law, which is subject to local acceptance eliminates the
current minimum 12-month delinquency requirement and directs the collector to disseminate

a delinquency list to the community’s permitting or licensing boards on a more frequent
schedule.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority.

ARTICLE 20 ACCEPTANCE OF UPDATED MGL CHAPTER 44, SECTION 54 -
INVESTMENT OF FUNDS PURSUANT TO THE PRUDENT INVESTMENT RULE.

To see if the Town will vote to accept MGL Chapter 44, Section 54 (b)(1) of the General Laws,
for the purpose of management of trust funds held in its custody as a combined investment pool
for the purpose of investing said funds in accordance with the provisions of the Massachusetts
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Prudent Investor Act of Chapter 203C of the General Laws. If any provision of this paragraph
conflicts with the terms of a bequest, trust, or other instrument that expresses the clear intent of
the donor, then such funds may be managed and invested only in accordance with the terms of
such bequest, trust, or other instrument or take any action thereon.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

Acceptance of this section of MGL will allow for Town trust funds to be invested in with stocks
and other invests included on the Massachusetts Legal List for public investment. It will allow
these funds to earn a better return with minimal risk of loss due to the quality of the available
investments. If the terms of a bequest, trust, or other instrument expresses the clear intent of the
donor to invest differently, the section mandates that the funds be invested according to the
wishes of the donor.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a simple majority.

ARTICLE 21 AMEND THE ZONING MAP

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Map, by altering the district boundaries, as listed, by
parcel, in the Spring Annual Town Meeting Warrant or take any action thereon.

Parcel ID Address Current Zone | Proposed Zone
17-B9 Main Street HB-1/SA BR-1/SA
18-B11 Lawton Spring HB-1 BR-1
18-B12 1512 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
18B-12.1 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
18-B13 1500 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
19-A1.1.0 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
19-A1-0 1478 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
19-A2 2 Shady Lane HB-1 BR-1
19-A3 1 Shady Lane HB-1 BR-1
19-A4 1472 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
19-A5 1454 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
19-A6 1438 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
19-A7 1430 Main Street HB-1/SA/R2 BR-1/SA/R2
19A-A1 1434 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
19A-A2 1360 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
19A-A4 1350 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
19A-A5 1342 Main Street HB-1 BR-1
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19A-A6 1340 Main Street HB-1 BR-1

19A-A7 1326 Main Street HB-1 BR-1

26B-A2 1323 Main Street HB-1 BR-1

26B-A1 1355 Main Street HB-1 BR-1

26A-B28.1-0 1445 Main Street HB-1 BR-1

26A-B28 1439 Main Street HB-1 BR-1

18B-B5 1521 Main Street HB-1 BR-1

18B-B6 2 Burncoat Street HB-1 BR-1

18B-B7 6 Burncoat Street HB-1 BR-1
18 Burncoat

18B-B10 Street HB-1 BR-1

18B-B12 Burncoat Street HB-1 R1
30 Burncoat

18B-B13 Street HB-1 R1

18B-B14 Burncoat Street HB-1 R1
32 Burncoat

18B-B15 Street HB-1 R1
38 Burncoat

18B-B16 Street HB-1 R1
40 Burncoat

18B-B17 Street HB-1 R1
42 Burncoat

18B-B17.1-0 Street HB-1 R1
52 Burncoat

18B-B18 Street HB-1 R1

27B-A22 Burncoat Street HB-1 R1

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

The purpose of this amendment is to provide a developmental stone between residential and
commercial/industrial districts.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a two/thirds majority vote
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Town of Leicester
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ARTICLE 22 AMMEND SECTIONS 5.5 AND 3.2.02 OF THE ZONING BYLAW TO ADD MIXED
USE AND HORIZONTAL MIX TO THE HB-1 DISTRICT.

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaws to include the addition of Mixed Use,
Horizontal Mix to the HB-1 District to Section 3.2.02 (Schedule of Use), and Section 5.5 as described
below:

5.5 Highway Business Industrial District 1 (HB-1 & HB-2)

5.5.01.2: HB-1 Mixed Use- (Horizontal Mix) - Mixed use developments shall have both a residential
and a commercial component, regardless of the composition of uses, all mixed use projects shall be
scaled to ensure consistency with the surrounding neighborhoods. Mixed use projects can utilize
“horizontal “mixed use where commercial, office, and residential uses are designed as a single
project, yet constructed in separate and distinct building footprints.

5.5.01.3 HB-1 Mixed Use, Horizontal Mix Density Requirements

Residential Density

Units/Acre (max) 20

Units/Acre (minimum) 5

Minimum Commercial Requirements’-2
Overall Project Size Minimum Con;{r:((‘alrjci:riZ:j Building Area

Up to 3 Acres 1,500 square feet
3-5 Acres 2,500 square feet
5-7.5 Acres 3,500 square feet
7.5-10 Acres 4 500 square feet
10-15 Acres 5,500 square feet
15-20 Acres 6,500 square feet
20+ Acres 7,500 square feet

"The Planning Board may authorize a reduction in the amount of minimum commercial building area
if the Board can make findings supported by substantial evidence, including market analysis
submitted by the applicant, demonstrating that the goals and intent of the HB-1 zone are being
achieved with the project as designed.

2-The Planning Board may authorize a reduction in the minimum amount of commercial building area
if the amount of mandatory land set aside 20% Open Space and 10% useable outdoor space.

5.5.01. 4 Design standards for Mixed Use, Horizontal Mix
1. Newly constructed buildings should not overwhelm or disregard the adjacent context with regard to
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building location, scale, bulk, massing, material, color, texture and fenestration.

2. Contemporary designs should respect the traditional character of their context and maintain the
front setback established by neighboring buildings.

3. Distinguishing features, historic elements and examples of craftsmanship should not be removed
or
covered during the alteration of existing older structures. Where damaged, they should be
restored or recreated.

4. Signage, awnings, light fixtures and other applied elements should not cover architectural details,
and should be in scale with the building facade and its immediate context. Generally, materials
that have been applied to cover older traditional facade elements should be removed and not
replaced.

5. Materials used should be of high quality and durability, and should complement existing contextual

materials.

. Consider the effect of small-scale details on visual appeal for pedestrians.

. Consider the effect of overall forms, materials and colors on visual appeal for drivers.

. All service entrances, dumpsters and loading facilities should be located at the rear of buildings.
They should be screened from view with solid wood fencing, a masonry wall and/ or landscaping
from public streets and parking areas.

9. Equipment (such as air conditioner units or exhaust fans) should be screened from view, and

located
either in the rear of the building or on the roof. No equipment should be mounted on street
facade(s), or be visible from the street or customer parking areas.

10. Break up long expanses of blank wall with pilasters to suggest structural bays, or vary massing
and/ or roofline to provide visual interest.

11. Break up vertical massing with materials or trim that defi ne a distinct base, middle and top

12. Colors should be complementary and harmonic, and not clash on any given facade. Developer
should not use the entire building as a brand identity package in such a way that it becomes an
“attractive nuisance.”

13. Applied elements - Such as railings, awnings, signage and light fixtures - Should coordinate with,
rather than overwhelm the proportions of the building.

14. If equipment is mounted behind louvered panels or other visual screen, screening should be
oriented to conceal the equipment from view from any public way or private residence and finished
to obscure.

15. Visible roof vents, and other roof elements and penetrations, should be finished to match adjacent
roof color

16. Windows and Doors should reflect the style of the building itself in scale, proportion and
construction. Storefront windows and doors can utilize modern framing systems, but it is preferred
that glazing not extend to the ground.

17. Appropriately scaled lighting fixtures are recommended

18. Free-standing fixtures should be coordinated in appearance with building-mounted light fixtures

19. Landscape lighting is encouraged

20. Expanses of blank wall should be softened through the use of landscape treatments such as
foundation plantings or trellises.

21. Chain link fencing is discouraged.

22. Landscaping should be designed with consideration of nearby building, walkways and parking
areas.

23. Parking lots should be designed with landscaped islands, and islands between buildings, roads

0 ~NO®
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and walkways should be abundantly planned to create a strong horticulture character throughout

the year
24. All landscaping shall be scaled appropriately for pedestrian traffic and properly maintained in a

healthy condition or take any action thereon.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

To amend the Zoning Bylaws to provide for the allowance of Mixed Use, Horizontal Mix. This
use would allow for the construction of developments which would

have a residential and commercial use constructed on the same lot. The proposed amendment
contains design and density standards for both residential and

commercial components in order to ensure that new developments are scaled and consistent
with the surrounding area.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE Requires a two/thirds majority vote.

ARTICLE 23 BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE FACILITIES BYLAW

To see if the Town will vote to amend the zoning bylaws to add the following Battery Energy Storage
Bylaw as Section 5.19. The bylaw will include definitions added to Section1.3, Additions to the
Schedule of Uses under 3.2.05 and the following zones not outlined under Section 3.2: 3.30
Business Residential -1 Zone (BR-1), 3.32 Residential Industrial Business Zone (RIB), and 5.6
Greenville Village Neighborhood Business District (NB).

Section 1.3 Definitions
Battery(ies): A single cell or a group of cells connected together electrically in series, in parallel, or a
combination of both, which can charge, discharge, and store energy electrochemically. For the
purposes of this bylaw, batteries utilized in consumer products are excluded from these requirements.
Battery Energy Storage Management System: An electronic system that protects energy storage
systems from operating outside their safe operating parameters and disconnects electrical powerto
the energy storage system or places it in a safe condition if potentially hazardous temperatures or
other conditions are detected.
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS): One or more devices, assembled together, capable of
storing energy in order to supply electrical energy at a future time, not to include a stand-alone 12-volt
car battery or an electric motor vehicle. A Battery Energy Storage System is classified a Tier 1, Tier 2,
Tier 3, or Tier 4 BESS as follows:
1. Tier 1 Battery Energy Storage Systems have an aggregate energy capacity equal to 2560KWh
or less and, whose purpose is to store energy from residential solar energy systems if in a
room or enclosed structure, consisting of only a single energy storage system technology.
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2. Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems have an aggregate energy capacity equal to 2560KWh
or less and, whose purpose is to store energy from commercial solar energy systems if in a
room or enclosed structure, consisting of only a single energy storage system technology.

3. Tier 3 Battery Energy Storage Systems are defined as those that are interconnected to high
voltage transmission lines and have an aggregate energy capacity greater 2560 KWh but less
than or equal to 10 MWh.

4. Tier 4 Battery Energy Storage Systems are defined as those that are interconnected to high
voltage transmission lines and have an aggregate energy capacity greater than 10 MWh. The
facility must comply with the State’s most current electrical code (527 CMR. 12.00) and the
State’s most current Fire Code (527 CMR 1.00)

Cell: The basic electrochemical unit, characterized by an anode and a cathode, used to receive,
store, and deliver electrical energy.

Commissioning: A systematic process that provides documented confirmation that a battery energy
storage system functions according to the intended design criteria and complies with applicable code
requirements.

Dedicated-Use Building: A building that is built for the primary intention of housing battery energy
storage system equipment, is classified as Group F-1 occupancy as defined in the International
Building Code, and complies with the following:

1. The building’s only use is battery energy storage, energy generation, and other electrical grid-
related operations.

2. No other occupancy types are permitted in the building.

3. Occupants in the rooms and areas containing battery energy storage systems are limited to
personnel that operate, maintain, service, test, and repair the battery energy storage system
and other energy systems.

4. Administrative and support personnel are permitted in areas within the buildings that do not
contain battery energy storage system, provided the following:

a. The areas do not occupy more than 10 percent of the building area of the story in which
they are located.

b. /A means of egress is provided from the administrative and support use areas to the
public way that does not require occupants to traverse through areas containing battery
energy storage systems or other energy system equipment.

3.2.05 Transportation, Communication, Utility

SA|R1|R2| B |[CB| | | BI- |HB-| HB-
A 1 2
Tier 3 and 4 Battery Energy Storage Systems N|N]|N|SP|N|SP|SP |SP | SP
(standalone)
Tier 1 Residential Battery Energy Storage Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y]Y Y Y
Systems
Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems SP|(SP|(SP|SP|[SP|SP| SP | SP | SP

Section 3.30 Business Residential -1 Zone (BR-1).
43: Tier 3 and 4 Battery Energy Storage Systems are prohibited
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44 Tier 1 Residential Battery Energy Storage Systems are allowed

45: Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems are allowed by Special Permit (Planning Board SPGA)
Section 3.32 Residential Industrial Business Zone (RIB)

E: Tier 3 Battery Energy Storage Systems are prohibited

3.32.B.o: Tier 1 Residential Battery Energy Storage Systems are allowed

3.32.B.p: Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems are allowed by Special Permit (Planning Board
SPGA)

Section 5.6 Greenville Village Neighborhood Business District (NB)

5.6.04.5: Tier 3 Battery Energy Storage Systems are prohibited

5.6.02.2.L: Tier 1 Residential Battery Energy Storage Systems are allowed

5.6.03.6 Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems are allowed by Special Permit (Planning Board
SPGA)

5.19 Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)
A. Purpose.

The purpose of this bylaw is to provide for the construction and operation of Battery Energy
Storage Systems (BESS) and to provide standards for the placement, design, construction,
monitoring, modification and removal of energy storage systems that address public safety,
protection of the Town and private drinking water supply, minimize impacts on scenic, natural
and historic resources of the Town of Leicester, and provide adequate financial assurance for
decommissioning. The provisions set forth in this section shall take precedence over all other
sections when considering applications related to the construction, operation, and/or repair of
Battery Energy Storage Systems.

B. Definitions — Refer to definitions in Section 1.3

C. Applicability
1. Building-integrated Battery Energy Storage Systems

a. Battery Energy Storage Systems that are building-integrated, whether a
residential or commercial building, energy storage systems shall not be erected,
constructed, installed, or modified as provided in this section without first
obtaining a building permit from the Building Inspector.

b. Building-integrated energy storage systems may be coupled with rooftop solar or
behind the meter applications for peak shaving.

c. Building-integrated battery energy storage systems may be located in any zoning
district of the Town of Leicester.

2. Co-located Battery Energy Storage Systems
a. Battery Energy Storage Facilities are encouraged to co-locate with solar
photovoltaic installations, energy, power generation stations, and electrical sub-
stations. Leicester Zoning
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b. Battery Energy Storage Systems associated with on-site solar power generation
shall be permitted in the same districts as Large-Scale Solar Arrays by Special
Permit and Site Plan Review.

c. If co-located with a solar photovoltaic installation, the BESS shall not exceed the
necessary capacity and size generated by the output of the co-located solar
photovoltaic installation.

3. Battery Energy Storage systems not associated with on-site solar generation shall only be
permitted in the Business (B), Industrial (1), Business-Industrial A (BI-A), Highway Business-
Industrial District 1, and Highway-Business-Industrial District 2, districts, and shall require a
Special Permit and Site Plan Review from the Planning Board. Battery Energy Storage
Systems not associated with on-site solar generation are prohibited in the Water Resource
Protection Overlay District
a. The nameplate capacity of an Energy Storage system shall not exceed the total
kw of renewable energy being produced on the 3-phase distribution line that the
energy storage system will be interconnected to.

b. Modifications to, retrofits or replacements of an existing battery energy storage
system that increase the total battery energy storage system designed discharge
duration or power rating shall be subject to this bylaw.

D. General Requirements

1. In accordance with Section C above, all Tier 2, Tier 3.and Tier 4 battery energy storage
systems shall require a special permit and site plan approval by the Planning Board prior to
construction, installation, or modification as provided in this bylaw.

2. The construction, operation, and decommissioning of all battery storage energy storage
systems shall be consistent with all applicable local, state, and federal requirements,
including but not limited to all applicable environmental, safety, construction, fire, and
electrical requirements.

3. A building permit and an electrical permit shall be required for installation of all battery
energy storage systems.

E. Application Materials
1) In addition to requirements of Section 6.12 Site Plan Review the application for a Special
Permit under this Section 5.20 shall include the following:

a. A site plan prepared, stamped and signed by a Professional Engineer licensed to
practice in Massachusetts, that shows the following:

b. An existing condition plan with property lines and physical features, including

topography and roads, characteristics of vegetation (trees mature, old growth,
shrubs, open field, etc.), wetlands, streams, ledge, for the project site;
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1) Proposed changes to the landscape of the site, including grading, vegetation clearing and
planting, exterior lighting, screening vegetation or structures, driveways, snow storage, and
storm water management systems; including total acreage of disturbed area, total vegetation
cleared, not including mowed fields;

2) Trees with a DBH of 20” or greater within project parcel(s) shall be identified to determine
tree loss, along with inventorying of diseased or hazard trees slated to be removed due to
proposed development;

3) Property lines and physical dimensions of the subject property with contour intervals of no
more than 10 feet;
4) Property lines of adjacent parcels within 300 feet.

5) Location, dimensions, and types of existing major structures on the property;

6) Location of the proposed battery energy storage structures, foundations, and associated
equipment;

7) The right-of-way of any public road that is contiguous with the property;

8) Any overhead or underground utilities;

9) At least one color photograph of the existing site, measuring eight (8) inches by ten (10)
inches;

10) Locations of active farmland and prime farmland soils, wetlands, permanently protected
open space, Priority Habitat Areas and BioMap 2 Critical Natural Landscape Core Habitat
mapped by the Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP) and “Important
Wildlife Habitat” mapped by the DEP;

11) Locations of floodplains or inundation areas for moderate or high hazard dams;
12) Locations of local or National Historic Districts; and

13) Stormwater management and erosion and sediment control.

a. A preliminary equipment specification sheet that documents the proposed battery
energy storage system components, inverters and associated electrical equipment that
are to be installed, including manufacturer and model. A final equipment specification
sheet shall be submitted prior to the issuance of building permit.

b. One- or three-line electrical diagram showing associated components, and electrical
interconnection methods, with all NEC compliant disconnects and overcurrent devices.

c. Contact information and signature of the project proponent, as well as all co-proponents,
if any, and all property owners.

d. Contact information and signature of agents representing the project proponent, if any;
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Contact information for the person(s) responsible for public inquiries throughout the life
of the system.
An operations and maintenance plan for Battery Energy Storage System. Such plan
shall describe continuing battery energy storage system maintenance and property
upkeep, as well as design, construction, installation, testing and commissioning
information.

i) Energy Storage System technical specifications, including manufacturer and

model.

Electrical schematic.
Documentation that shows the owner of the Energy Storage System has site control,
which shall include easements and access roads.
Documentation that shows the owner of the Energy Storage System has notified the
electric utility of this installation.
Emergency Operations Plan. A copy of the approved Emergency Operations Plan shall
be given to the system owner, the local fire department, and local fire code official. A
permanent copy shall also be placed in an approved location to be accessible to facility
personnel, fire code officials, and emergency responders. The emergency operations
plan shall include the following information:

. Procedures for safe shutdown, de-energizing, orisolation of equipment and systems

under emergency conditions to reduce the risk of fire, electric shock, and personal
injuries, and for safe startup following cessation of emergency conditions.
Procedures for inspection and testing of associated alarms, interlocks, and controls.

i.) This.includes hazmat appliances for conducting atmospheric monitoring with a

scientific officer to support.

Procedures to be followed in response to notifications from the Battery Energy Storage
Management System, when provided, that could signify potentially dangerous
conditions, including shutting down equipment, summoning service and repair
personnel, and providing agreed upon notification to fire department personnel for
potentially hazardous conditions in the event of a system failure.

Emergency procedures to be followed in case of fire, explosion, release of liquids or
vapors, damage to critical moving parts, or other potentially dangerous conditions.
Procedures can include sounding the alarm, notifying the fire department, evacuating
personnel, de-energizing equipment, and controlling and extinguishing the fire.

Response considerations similar to a safety data sheet (SDS) that will address response
safety concerns and extinguishment when an SDS is not required.

Procedures for dealing with battery energy storage system equipment damaged in a fire
or other emergency event, including maintaining contact information for personnel
qualified to safely remove damaged battery energy storage system equipment from the
facility.
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7. Other procedures as determined necessary by the Town to provide for the safety of
occupants, neighboring properties, and emergency responders.

8. Procedures and schedules for conducting drills of these procedures and for training local
first responders on the contents of the plan and appropriate response procedures.
i.) Trainings must be provided and organized by the applicant.

k. Proof of liability insurance: The applicant shall be required to provide evidence of liability
insurance in an amount and for a duration sufficient to cover loss or damage to persons
and property caused by the failure of the system.

I. A noise study, prepared by a qualified individual with experience in environmental
acoustics, to assess the impact of all noise sources generated from the project to
abutting properties, and determine the appropriate layout, design, and control measures.
The report should include details of assessment methods, summarize the results, and
recommend the required outdoor as well as any indoor control measures.

F. Design and Site Standards
1. In addition to the standards for Special Permit and Site Plan Review in the Zoning Bylaw, the
applicant shall adhere to the following standards and provide such information on the site plan:

a. Utility Lines. All'on-site utility lines shall be placed underground to the extent
feasible and as permitted by the serving utility.

b. Signage. The signage shall include the type of technology associated with the
systems, any special hazards associated, the type of suppression system
installed, and 24-hour emergency contact information. All information shall be
clearly displayed on a light reflective surface. Clearly visible warning signs
concerning voltage shall be placed at the base of all pad-mounted transformers
and substations.

c. Lighting. Lighting of the systems shall be limited to that minimally required for
safety and operational purposes and shall be reasonably shielded and downcast
from abutting properties.

d. Setbacks. Battery Energy Storage Systems not co-located with solar photovoltaic
installations shall adhere to a fifty (50) foot setback from the front, side, and rear
property lines and shall adhere to a one hundred fifty (150) foot setback from any
residential buildings. . BESS’s shall also adhere to a one hundred (100) foot
setback from water wells (both private and public) located either on-site or on
abutting properties.
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e. Fire protection. Battery Energy Storage Systems not co-located with solar
photovoltaic installations shall be located on properties serviced by the public
water system or by a water supply acceptable to the Planning Board and
Leicester Fire Department.

f. Vegetation and Tree-Cutting. Areas within ten (10) feet on each side of a system
shall be cleared of combustible vegetation and other combustible growth. Single
specimens of trees or shrubbery and cultivated ground covers such as green
grass, ivy, succulents, or similar plants shall be exempt provided that they do not
form a means of readily transmitting fire. Clearing of natural vegetation shall be
limited to that which is necessary for the construction, operation and maintenance
of the system and that which is otherwise prescribed by applicable bylaws and
regulations.

g. Noise. The 1-hour average noise generated from the systems, components, and
associated ancillary equipment shall not exceed a noise level of 60 dBA as
measured at the property line.

G. Safety System Certification.
Battery energy storage systems and equipment shall be listed by a Nationally Recognized
Testing Laboratory to UL 9540 (Standard for battery energy storage systems and
Equipment) or approved equivalent, with subcomponents meeting each of the following
standards as applicable:

a. UL 1973 (Standard for Batteries for Use in Stationary, Vehicle Auxiliary Power
and Light Electric Rail Applications),

b. UL 1642 (Standard for Lithium Batteries),
c. UL 1741 or UL 62109 (Inverters and Power Converters),

d. Certified under the applicable electrical, building, and fire prevention codes as
required.

e. Alternatively, field evaluation by an approved testing laboratory for compliance
with UL 9540 (or approved equivalent) and applicable codes, regulations and
safety standards may be used to meet system certification requirements.

H. Special Permit Criteria

1. The Planning Board may approve an application if the Board finds that the system
complies with the Site Plan Review and Approval criteria and with the conditions for
granting Special Permits. Battery energy storage systems shall also satisfy the following
additional criteria:
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a. Environmental features of the site are protected, and surface runoff will not
cause damage to surrounding properties or increase soil erosion and
sedimentation of nearby streams and ponds.

b. The Planning Board may also impose conditions as it finds reasonably
appropriate to safeguard the town or neighborhood including, but not limited
to, screening, lighting, noise, fences, modification of the exterior appearance
of electrical cabinets, battery storage systems, or other structures, limitation
upon system size, and means of vehicular access or traffic features.

c. No occupancy permit shall be granted by the Building Commissioner, nor shall
the site be energized or interconnected to the utility until the Planning Board
has received, reviewed, and approved an as-built plan that demonstrates that
the work proposed on the approved site plan, including all stormwater
management components and associated offsite improvements, have been
completed in accordance with the approved plan and certified same to the
Building Commissioner.

d. The Planning Board may, in its discretion, approve an as-built plan upon
provision of a type of surety as determined by the SPGA, to secure incomplete
work where such work is not immediately necessary for lawful operation of the
system without negative effect on public health and safety and surrounding
properties.

e. The applicant shall make every effort to coordinate necessary surveying and
finalization of the as-built plans and submission of required construction
control documents prior to the conclusion of construction. Notwithstanding the
above, a temporary occupancy permit may be granted with the approval of the
Planning Board subject to conditions for completion of work imposed by the
Board.

. Decommissioning

1. As part of the applicant’s submission to the Board, the applicant shall submit a
decommissioning plan, to be implemented upon abandonment or in conjunction with
removal from property. The plan shall include:

a. A narrative description of the activities to be accomplished, including who will
perform that activity and at what point in time, for complete physical removal of
all battery energy storage system components, structures, equipment, security
barriers, and transmission lines from the property.

b. Disposal of all solid and hazardous waste in accordance with local, state, and
federal regulations. c) The anticipated life of the battery energy storage
systems.

c. The estimated decommissioning costs and how said estimate was determined.
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d. The method of ensuring that funds will be available for decommissioning and
restoration. f) The method by which the decommissioning cost will be kept
current.

e. The manner in which the site will be restored, including a description of how
any changes to the surrounding areas and other systems adjacent to the
battery energy storage system, such as, but not limited to, structural elements,
building penetrations, means of egress, and required fire detection
suppression systems, will be protected during decommissioning and confirmed
as being acceptable after the system is removed.

f. A listing of any contingencies for removing an intact operational battery energy
storage system from service, and for removing an energy storage system from
service that has been damaged by a fire or other event.

1. Decommissioning Fund.
a. The owner and/or operator of the energy storage system, shall continuously maintain
a fund or bond payable to the Town, in an approved form for the removal of the
battery energy storage system, in an amount to be determined by the SPGA for the
period of the life of the facility.

b. All costs of the financial security shall be borne by the applicant. The amount shall
include a mechanism for calculating increased removal costs due to inflation.

c. An inspection of the completed decommissioned area shall be reviewed by a
consultant hired by the Planning Board before approving the decommissioning work
in accordance with the Decommissioning Plan.

d. The owner and/or operator shall pay for the cost of this review with such payment
being provided by the owner and/or operator prior to the consultant undertaking said
review, in accordance with MGL Chapter 44, Section 53G.

J. Abandonment.

The battery energy storage system shall be considered abandoned when it ceases to
operate consistently for more than twelve (12) months. The system shall be presumed
abandoned if the owner and/or operator fails to respond affirmatively within thirty (30) days
to a written inquiry from the Building Inspector as to the continued validity and operation of
the system. If the owner or operator fails to comply with decommissioning upon any
abandonment, the Town, may, at its discretion, and utilize the 88 for the removal of a
system and restore the site in accordance with the decommissioning plan.

K. Severability.
If any provision of this By-Law is found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the
remainder of this By-Law shall not be affected but remain in full force. The invalidity of any

provision of this By-Law shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the Leicester Zoning
By-Law;
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Or take any action thereon.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION

To provide for the construction and operation of Battery Energy Storage Systems and provide
standards for the placement, design, construction, monitoring,

modification, and removal of energy storage systems. The bylaw addresses public safety,
protection of the town and private drinking water supplies while minimizing impacts on scenic,
natural, and historic resources. The bylaw also seeks to also provide adequate financial
assurance for the decommissioning of Battery energy. Storage Systems.

VOTE REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE: Requires a two/thirds majority vote

TOWN OF LEICESTER
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
MAY 7, 2024

And you are hereby directed to serve this Annual Town Meeting Warrant by posting an attested copy
in at least one public place in each precinct of the Town, on the Town Clerk’s bulletin board, and on the
bulletin board in the front entry of the Town Hall, and also by serving a copy of said Warrant to the
Moderator and the Town Clerk, not less than seven (7) days before the 7th day of May 2024.

Given under our hand and seal of the Town on this day of 2024
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Respectfully submitted, Leicester Select Board

Chair

Date:

Pursuant to above warrant, | have notified and warned the inhabitants of the Town of Leicester by
posting a certified copy in the following precincts:

Precinct 1. Leicester Post Office,

Precinct 2. Redemption Center/Jan’s Beer Mart,
Precinct 3. Post Office in Rochdale,

Precinct 4. Leicester Country Bank for Savings;

and on the Town Clerk’s bulletin board, in the front entry of the Town Hall, with the Moderator, and with
the Town Clerk, not less than fourteen (14) days before the 61" day of February 2024

Printed Name of Constable Signature of Constable

39



SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 2, 2024 AT 6:00PM
LEICESTER TOWN HALL, LEICESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01524

Chair Rick Antanavica, Vice Chair Dianna Provencher, Selectman Kevin Menard, Town Administrator
David Genereux, and Executive Assistant to the Town Administrator, Maria Cataloni were in

attendance.
ATTENDANCE:
Rick Antanavica Present
Dianna Provencher  Present
Kevin Menard Present
John Bujak Absent

1. SCHEDULED ITEMS
a. 6:00 - Hazard Mitigation Plan Update

The Director of Emergency Management, Jason Main provided an update. He stated that the All Hazards
plan is the most important document, as it is tied to FEMA. The Town could lose out on disaster money
without an All Hazards plan. It is due every 10 years and the plan is now 30% done. The deadline is April
24, 2024. Mr. Main stated that a draft is out and they are working through the last 20 items. It goes to
MEMA first, then to FEMA. Once it is submitted to FEMA, the town is in good shape. The former plan
didn’t’ take into consideration dams and flooding. It was done by a consultant.

Mr. Menard asked does it have to be approved by MEMA before FEMA?

Mr. Main responded yes, MEMA, then Select Board, then FEMA. MEMA gives a 40-day window of
feedback if anything needs adjusting. An all-hazards plan for a town of this size is about 360 hours of
work. He said he took this job a little over 3 years ago and identified needs to get the town where they
need to be. By next week, they will have 4 new AEDs in Town Hall. There will also be one at 40 Winslow
gym, and Becker gym. Those gyms are shelter locations. Each floor of Town Hall will have its own AED.
Red cross came out in October and did shelter assessments for the town. Primary the Becker gym, 2" —
40 Winslow, warming center — senior center. Town Hall has not reviewed because it does not yet have a
generator. Through work with Sam and Town Administrator’s office, they received $50,000 grant for
generator going in sometime in the spring.

Mr. Main stated he started 1°* CERT class in February and still has plenty of room for anyone interested
in joining ERPC. Ideally they would like to grow that team. First 4 members of CERT team trained. The
fire department trained on new equipment and 10 new cots were received for shelters. HMPG grant to
allow Fire Department to do Haz-Mat training. The 2024 goals were AED & CPR training for all Town Hall
employees, fire evacuation training, active shooter training. Action plan in conjunction with Town Clerk
for town meetings and elections.



Mr. Main discussed needs — cert team members which would be a great way for community to become
involved. LERPC should have 10 members and currently only has 5.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
None.

3. RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
a. Appointments; Jeff McNally (Administrative Appointment)

He had previously attended but was not on agenda.

b. Patrick Fitzgerald (Fire/EMS)
Mr. Fitzgerald stated he lives in Auburn and they do not turn anyone away. He recently finished recruit
class. He has lived in Auburn all his life, currently an EMT for a private company and he would like to

become firefighter and then a paramedic.

Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve to appointments. Mr. Menard seconded. Motion passes 3-
0-0.

c. Resignations: Shawn Honcharik (EMS)

Ms. Provencher made a motion to accept. Mr. Menard seconded. Motion passes 3-0-0.
d. Appointments to the Economic Development Committee

Six individuals were already appointed. One spot left open for Harry Brooks.

Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve. Mr. Menard seconded. Motion passes 3-0-0.

4. CIVIC ANNOUNCEMENTS

None.

5. OTHER BUSINESS
a. Donation Acceptance — Senior Center
b.

Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve. Mr. Menard seconded. Motion passes 3-0-0.
c. Donation Acceptance — Police Department

Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve. Mr. Menard seconded. Motion passes 3-0-0.
d. License Renewals:

i) Joe’s Auto, Motor Vehicle Repair, 81 Huntoon Hwy
ii) Convenient Auto, Class Il & Motor Vehicle Repair, 1135 Stafford Street



Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve the MV repair. Mr. Menard seconded. Motion passes 3-0-
0.

Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve the Class Il. Mr. Menard seconded. Motion passes 3-0-0.

6. MEETING MINUTES

a. November 27, 2023
b. November 28, 2023
c. December 4, 2023
d. December 11, 2023
e. December 18, 2023
f.

Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve. Mr. Menard seconded. Motion passes 3-0-0.

Mr. Antanavica read highlights for 2023 - town cisterns now cleaned, High School fire academy started

in fall of 2023, 7 new hires for PD in 2023, 1% K9, Public Safety Day, public reading day, new member
Kevin Menard, both businesses are waiting on new owners — Ziggy bombs and Eastern Pearl, new
builder for development across from Walmart. Chapter 90 road work commenced, Auburn Street bridge
done with grant — open and finished on time. Online permitting funding, HS Senior Prom, New Heater
system in school, 330K in ARPA funding for local businesses, employee appreciation day, auction of
Victorians, Zero-based budget model through accounting office, grant awards listed, HS students now on
one campus, full remodel of Becker buildings with MSBA funding, 5 vocational programs happening
now, start using an old ambulance for nursing program, 3 Becker dorms used for temporary housing,
bringing in $2 million per year, BOH moving back into Town Hall, one bid received for Memorial School —
will be rebid in 2024.

Mr. Menard asked are we in position to update anything on 5 Victorian?

Mr. Genereux stated they are pricing everything out. They installed a residential pump, not commercial.
The buyer has agreed to pay the other expenses, but they are getting estimates for the work to be done.

Mr. Menard asked so that buyer has not backed out?
Mr. Genereux stated no, he has not and they are expecting full answers in about 2 weeks.

At 6:33 PM, Ms. Provencher made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Menard seconded. Motion passes 3-0-0.

ADJOURN



SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 25, 2024 AT 5:45PM
LEICESTER TOWN HALL, LEICESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01524

Chair Rick Antanavica, Vice Chair Dianna Provencher, Selectman Kevin Menard, Selectman John Bujak,
Town Administrator David Genereux, and Assistant Town Administrator, Samantha Chatterton were in
attendance.

ATTENDANCE:

Rick Antanavica Present
Dianna Provencher Present
Kevin Menard Present
John Bujak Present

Administration
David Genereux TA Present
Samantha Chatterton ATA Present

CALL TO ORDER/OPENING
VETERANS POEM

Mr. Antanavica called the meeting to order at 5:52 PM.

Mr. Menard made a motion to enter into executive session. Seconded by Ms. Provencher. Roll call
vote (4-0-0)

1. EXECUTIVE SESSION
a. 5:45-To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel or
to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel
pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 21 (2) — Assessor Contract

2. SCHEDULED ITEMS
a. 6:00 - Liquor License Transfer, Jan’s Beer Mart, 385 Main Street
Mr. Antanavica welcomed everyone back to the meeting.

Mr. Genereux discussed the transfer of Jan’s Beer Mart and he introduced the applicant and his
attorney.

Mr. Arthur Pearlman introduced his client Mr. Gupta and stated he would like New England Lotus
Liquors to be able to operate in Leicester at 385 Main St. and he would like for the store to be opened 7

days per week.

Ms. Provencher asked if they had ABCC approval.



Mr. Pearlman replied the approval from the Select Board would need to come first.
Mr. Bujak asked about a CORI form on the packet.

Mr. Pearlman stated there was a continued without a finding charge on Mr. Gupta’s background check.
He stated items being sold at a former smoke shop he worked at violated a law regarding drug
paraphernalia. Mr. Pearlman said the owners of the store, which were his parents, sold marijuana pipes
to customers at their request. The pipes had been sold to customers for over a year and they had no
knowledge the pipes were illegal to sell. He stated the law pertained to controlled substances. Mr.
Pearlman stated the case against his client was continued without a finding and dismissed.

Mr. Menard asked what he would do to in the future to make sure his store didn’t sell anything illegal in
the future.

Mr. Pearlman said they were so traumatized by the incident they sold the store. He said they will make
sure nothing is illegal, as this is a request for a liquor store, not a smoke shop. He said nothing of a
tobacco nature other than cigarettes or cigars would be sold.
Mr. Antanavica asked if there was a guarantee it would not turn into a smoke shop.
Mr. Pearlman replied absolutely not.
Mr. Bujak made a motion to approve the liquor license transfer under the stipulation it would remain
a liquor store and would not sell smoke supplies aside from regular tobacco. Seconded by Mr.
Menard. (4-0-0)

b. 6:15—- Commercial Filming on HS Campus
Mr. Genereux stated Wes Productions would like to film a commercial for ESPN while utilizing the gym
on the high school campus. He said they would pay the town $3,000 per day for film for a total of

$6,000.

Dr. Brett Kustigian stated it was a welcome opportunity and would be good PR for the town and the
school and the filming would not impact classes. He stated he did not have any concerns.

Ms. Karen Stark said by Thursday the site would be cleaned up. She confirmed it was one day of prep
and one day of shooting followed by the cleanup efforts.

Mr. Bujak made a motion to approve 2 days of filming in the high school gym. Seconded by Ms.
Provencher. Motion passes 4-0-0
3. CIVIC ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Town Meeting —May 7, 2024

Mr. Antanavica stated town meeting would be held in the Town Hall gymnasium on May 7, 2024.



Mr. Bujak inquired about Saturday meetings.
Mr. Genereux responded they are bound by town bylaws.

4. OTHER BUSINESS
a. Earth Day Cleanup —Jan Parke & CARE Group

Ms. Jan Parke said they have not had a formal Earth Day cleanup since before Covid but they did an
informal effort last year. She stated certain groups in town have greatly assisted in the previous efforts
and the CARE group had concerns about people in the road. She asked the Town of Leicester to be
Saturday, April 27™ and wanted an endorsement from the Select Board to indicate it was a town wide
effort and if there was a safety risk to ensure actions were taken to keep everyone safe.

Ms. Provencher made a motion to declare Leicester Earth Day on April 27" from 9AM to noon.
Seconded by Mr. Menard. Motion passes 4-0-0

Ms. Provencher discussed some of the roads with elevated levels of trash.
Ms. Parke spoke about the efforts made last year to utilize the recycling center in the cleanup efforts.
She asked for media from the Town Administrator’s office to let the public know of the centralized
location.
Mr. Antanavica asked if CodeRed could be used a week before to notify residents.
Ms. Parke stated she wanted the town to help get the roads out.

b. Winslow Ave (Former Middle School) — Permission for use for tech programing
Dr. Kustigian requested using the Winslow Ave school for a culinary program. He said he would know in
the summer whether the state approves the program. He stated he has many pieces equipment that
had been obtained through grants and through the CARE group, they would store their Advanced
Manufacturing equipment at the school.
Mr. Antanavica stated he reviewed the report from the state and the utilization of the school rooms for
classes vs. storage. He praised the CARE group for the work on the two rooms to be used by the
children.
Mr. Bujak asked about the leased out space to Head Start. He asked if it was addressed in the report.
Mr. Genereux confirmed it was included in the report.
Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve the Wilson Ave school for be used for tech programming,

specifically the kitchen and cafeteria. Seconded by Mr. Menard. 4-0-0 Motion passes.

c. Knight Hall Use Discussion



Mr. Antanavica read a letter stating Knight Hall was turned over to the town a month prior because the
school could not afford the energy bills. Mr. Antanavica said no one was told to vacate the building. He
stated discussions were held with CMHA about potentially renting the building out to them, but nothing
had been finalized. Mr. Antanavica stressed the shelter program, should it no longer be operational with
the passage of the article, there would an immediate 2-million-dollar shortfall to the budget and it
would place the town back to the exact sot it was in a year ago with residents choosing between an
override or widespread budget and service cuts. He said the program has not only financially supported
the town, but it was so successful because of the relationship the town has with CMHA and that
relationship is possible because the town manages the buildings.

Mr. Menard stated they also received 104 dollars per day for every student that is enrolled in Leicester
from the shelter which equates to approximately $18,000 per child.

Dr. Kustigian stated they have 18 students. He stated parents have concerns of Knight Hall being utilized
as a shelter given its close proximity to the high school.

Mr. Bujak stated he crafted the petition because he wanted to protect the property and he supports
that petition. He said he hasn’t seen a cost analysis for the buildings. He thought the petition was fair
and gave the power to the residents.

Mr. Menard asked what the other options for the other buildings are if they were not to be leased out
given their only usage is for dorms.

Mr. Bujak said he was going off the impression the leases wouldn’t be renewed which no one could say.
He saw the call logs from the shelter.

Mr. Menard said anyone could ask for the info on call logs as it was public information. He stated the
town elected a Select Board for a reason and if there was no trust in them he questioned why were they
elected? He said the article would impact gym rentals and facility uses.

A resident stated there were things going on and not everyone is aware of it and that equates to a lack
of trust.

Mr. Menard stated the town has preliminary talks about anything and everything and not every single
discussion is documented or goes further than just conversation. He said people make assumptions. He
stated the electric bills came in high because they are for Knight and Borger and the original intent was
to shed the school of the electric bill to limit the school expenses. Mr. Menard said they are trying to get
separate meters so it won’t be a combined bill. He said people don’t get all their facts before they begin
presenting it publicly. He said people need to do their due diligence before they post misinformation
online.

Mr. Bujak asked Dr. Kustigian if he said Knight Hall was up for CMHA lease since that’s what he was told.

Dr. Kustigian said he was concerned about the electricity bill and with the moving of the lockers to make
a female locker room and there was some miscommunication and that was on him. He said he knew
Leah from CMHA walked through the building but he doesn’t know of any plans that were outlined. He
said the people he meets with from CMHA did appear to have an interest in Knight Hall.



Ms. Provencher asked about the lead paint.
Dr. Kustigian responded he wasn’t sure.

Mr. Bujak expressed concerns for the safety of the students on campus and people walking around the
property while school is in session.

Ms. Dianne Moffit asked about the intended use of Knight Hall because CMHA has clearly expressed
interest in Knight Hall. She wanted the people to know what was going on so they would have clarity.

Mr. Menard said they were entertaining uses, but nothing had been identified or set in stone.

Dr. Kustigian confirmed the conversation from Thursday in which he and Mr. Antanavica agreed he
would take back over Knight Hall.

Mr. Reinke said it was not his nature to be hostile and he applauded Mr. Genereux for exploring avenues
of revenue streams. He stated the public had concerns about the shelter and when he drove around
obtaining signatures the residents were bothered by the amount of homeless people in town. He stated
they knew about the electric bill a yea prior.

Mr. Menard said it would be well over a million dollars to change the heating systems.

Mr. Reinke said the intent of the article was to not have any more housing on the campus. He said the
state is not funding education as a whole by a billion dollars per year. He said he would like to work with
everyone to ensure financially the town stays afloat.

Mr. Menard said the housing program is the bridge to get the town to a better place for when Dr.
Kustigian’ s vocational programs take off and begin generating income and starts to see a return on

investment.

Mr. Reinke said the planning board was working o endeavors to re-zone to bring additional revenues
into the town.

Mr. Bujak stated he crafted the petition was not necessarily to revoke the agreements.
Mr. Menard asked if the petition strictly pertained to Knight or all buildings.

Mr. Reinke said he was also interested in Swan as well and he didn’t want to disrupt any of the current
programs in place.

A resident said when it was originally discussed upgrades were discussed and he wanted to know how it
was accounted for.

Mr. Genereux stated the maintenance is tracked into the accounting lines once they were at a year they
could see how close they came to projections. He clarified sometimes the town pays if its general

maintenance and sometimes the program pays if its resident caused.

The resident wanted to know if it was policed and inspected due to rumors in town of hygiene issues.



Mr. Genereux stated he had shown the building to veterans agencies, semiprofessional sports
organizations but unless there was something to actually take to the board, there is nothing on the
agenda because there is nothing to take action on. He stated he would always show the buildings to
anyone who has interest.

Mr. Antanavica clarified Dr. Kustigian has control of Knight Hall.

Mr. Bujak stressed the importance of checking the costs to date to provide to the town to ensure
expenses are tracked including capital monies and maintenance. He said there was a cost that was not
factored in last year.

Mr. Menard asked for Dr. Kustigian to come to the podium. He asked for the impact of the kids who had
come from the shelter.

Dr. Kustigian said he expected a lot more than 17 students and to date they had done very well. He
stated he was worried about future expenses.

Mr. Menard asked about the impact to the schools, specifically to the teachers.

Dr. Kustigian sated the town demographics are changing anyways and translators are needed in
classrooms everywhere without a shelter. He said his special ed and ELL numbers are going up and
would be going up anyway. He stated they could not control the student population and he doesn’t see
a big difference either way.

d. Approval of warrant articles — Spring Annual Town Meeting
Mr. Genereux discussed the articles including the police chief civil service and reopen the warrant for
article 18. He said the only other changes are the two zoning articles which were modified by the town
planner.
Mr. Bujak made a motion to open the warrant for the insertion for Article 18 and a revision of

language for two zoning articles. Seconded by Ms. Provencher. (4-0-0) Motion passes.

e. Project update
Mr. Genereux gave an update to the on the Rochdale fire station, town hall paining, asphalt and striping
bid, police floors bid, compactor, fire hydrants flushing, lawn mowing bid, snow removal for campus,
recycling center millings, signage for schools, Memorial School walkthrough, lease agreements, RFP for
the three dorms and the River Street property inquiry.

Mr. Menard asked about the police floors and if they had received a quote previously.
Mr. Genereux stated because the prices came back high it was put out to bid instead of quotes.

Mr. Bujak asked for a list of roads on asphalt and striping. He also asked about the hydrants.



Mr. Antanavica said they were new hydrants and he wants to know whose responsibility it is to flush
and who has ownership of it.

Mr. Bujak asked about the mowing and details regarding the campus.
Mr. Genereux responded they are looking to purchase a special mower to assist.

Mr. Bujak asked about septic backup at Borger and if it was fixed and if the carpets were ever fixed after
previous backup from vapes being flushed down the toilet.

Mr. Genereux stated Kris has spent a lot of time working on the drains.
Mr. Bujak said his daughter told him it smells raunchy and it was making her nauseous.

Mr. Genereux said he would look into it and report back to the board.

5. RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
a. Appointment — Health Agent — Thomas Kampe

Mr. Genereux introduced Mr. Kampe to the board and discussed his background working in the food
industry.

Mr. Bujak asked why he wanted to work in Leicester.
Mr. Kampe stated he liked the quaint towns and was looking to make a career change.
Mr. Menard asked about the challenges to the position.

Mr. Kampe replied as an inspector he would not be liked enforcing the laws but he was always willing to
work with people.

Mr. Bujak made a motion to approve Mr. Kampe as health inspector for the Town of Leicester.
Seconded by Ms. Provencher. Motion passes 4-0-0

b. Appointment — Principal Assessor — Kelli Robbins
Mr. Genereux introduced Ms. Robbins to the board and expressed his happiness in her applying. Ms.
Robbins said her priorities were to find new growth and to bring values up incrementally and ensuring
the town is keeping up with current values.
Mr. Menard asked about her previous experience in assessing.
Ms. Robbins said she began her assessing career in the 90s and worked for two towns as an assessor.

She stated she began attending law school and later became a town administrator.

Mr. Menard asked about her duties and if she had any issues with them.



Ms. Robbins stated the town was relatively far behind on inspections and she wasn’t sure she could
reach the desired number of inspections.

Mr. Antanavica asked if she was going to be fair and accurate in doing inspections and some properties
are over assessed.

Ms. Robbins stated she would be.

Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve Ms. Robbins as the assessor. Seconded by Mr. Menard.
Motion passes 4-0-0.

6. MEETING MINUTES
a. March 11, 2024
b. February 27,2024

Mr. Bujak made a motion to approve. Seconded by Ms. Provencher. Motion passes 4-0-0

Mr. Bujak made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Menard. Motion passes 4-0-0

ADJOURN



SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 1, 2024 AT 6:00PM
LEICESTER TOWN HALL, LEICESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01524

Chair Rick Antanavica, Vice Chair Dianna Provencher, Selectman Kevin Menard, Selectman John Bujak,
Town Administrator David Genereux, and Assistant Town Administrator, Samantha Chatterton were in
attendance.

ATTENDANCE:

Rick Antanavica Present
Dianna Provencher Present
Kevin Menard Present
John Bujak Arrived Later

Administration
David Genereux, TA Present
Samantha Chatterton, ATA Present

CALL TO ORDER/OPENING
VETERANS POEM

Mr. Bujak arrived 6:35 PM
Chair Antanavica opened the meeting at 6:00 PM and read the veterans prayer.

1. SCHEDULED ITEMS

a. 6:00 - Change of Manager, Federation of Eagles, 850 Main Street
Mr. Genereux stated there was a change of manager for the Federation of Eagles. Mr. Morris was not in
attendance however the bar manager was in attendance. He stated he did a lot of charity for the club
and the organization donated quite a bit of money to the town.
Ms. Provencher asked if he was TIPS certified.
The bar manager replied he was.
Ms. Provencher made the motion to approve the change in manager. Mr. Menard seconded. (3-0-0)

b. 6:10 - Change of Manager, Leicester Package Store, 869 Main Street

Mr. Genereux stated there was a full application for Jeffrey Canane.

Mr. Canane said he owned his own store for over 30 years and his father is almost 90 years old and had
been the manager since 1958 and does not want to sell his business and he would like to carry it on.

Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve the transfer. Seconded by Mr. Menard. (3-0-0)



c. 6:20— Western Mass Energy Improvement Project — National Grid

Mr. Joe Carroll introduced himself and stated he was there to discuss a proposed project for a
transmission line that runs through Leicester. He stated he was trying to encourage more engagement
throughout the community with the project schedule and permitting overview. E5/F6 transmission line
was designed in the early 1900s including over 600 structures encompassing 6 communities. He stated
they were hoping to rebuild the line and replacing 26 structures in Leicester and National Grid would
install optimal ground wire to offer protection against lightning strikes. He stated they would also
manage mowing and make access improvements where necessary.

Mr. Menard asked if the work was tied to work being done on Stafford Street.

Mr. Carroll clarified the location of the transmission line and the locations of the project. He discussed
industry standards for the structures and through the right-away there would be a 2 to 5 foot offset in
height between the existing structures to the new structures because of the updated wiring and
industry standards.

Ms. Provencher asked about the impacts to the airport.

Mr. Carroll replied there would not be an impact. He discussed the permitting process with the state and
provided municipal and abutter participation. He said they would be filing for non-environmental and
environmental permitting. He stated they would be working with the local conservation commission to
file permits as well. He discussed the timeframe of the project which began in the summer of 2023 and

will continue into 2033 for construction and restoration for the range of the project as a whole.

He discussed the pre-construction activities and provided resources for public outreach including email
and a hotline number.

M. Menard asked if he had any permitting issues so far.
They had not obtained local permits to date but they didn’t foresee any issues.
Mr. Menard asked if there were any impacts to the residents of Leicester.

National Grid staff stated they didn’t see any issues but the goal was to identify potential problems
before it became a problem.

Ms. Provencher asked if anyone was going to lose their electricity during this week.
Staff responded no residents would not be losing power.

Mr. Antanavica asked for the presentation and contact information to be placed on the website so
residents could find it.

2. CIVIC ANNOUNCEMENTS
a. Town Meeting —May 7, 2024



Mr. Antanavica stated Town Meeting would be held May 7*" at Town Hall.

3. RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
a. Appointment: Ives Fisher, Police Officer

Mr. Ken Antanavica introduced Mr. Fisher and stated he had been vetted and could not find a single
person who had anything negative to say about him.

Ms. Provencher asked why he wanted to work in Leicester.

Mr. Fisher stated he and heard nothing but positive things about the department and he saw room for
growth in Leicester to grow his career.

Mr. Rick Antanavica praised the department for the difficult work they do and notated how busy they
are.

Ms. Provencher made the motion to approve. Seconded by Mr. Menard. (3-0-0)
Mr. Antanavica stated he had eight years of military under his belt.
b. Appointment: Pauline Gallagher, Bark Park
Mr. Antanavica asked Ms. Gallagher how she was and why she wanted to be appointed to the bark park.

Ms. Gallagher said the socialization for dogs was wonderful and the park was important to the
community since the town she lived in did not have one.

Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve. Seconded by Mr. Menard. (3-0-0)
c. Appointment: Harold Leaming, Fence Viewer
Mr. Genereux introduced Mr. Leaming as the building inspector and prospective fence viewer.

Mr. Leaming said the goal is to inspect due to the volume of complaints about fences so he should be
looking at fences legal being six feet or under.

Ms. Provencher made a motion to approve. Seconded by Mr. Menard. (3-0-0)

4. OTHER BUSINESS
a. Taxlien sale — 474 Marshall Street

Mr. Genereux said there was a discussion of tax lien sales en masse because it impacted homeowners.
He said 474 Marshall presents a different issue because both owners of the property are deceased and
the people who may have been associated with them are still in the house and the town had received
nuisance complaints and trash complaints. Mr. Genereux soke to the treasurer who sent a payment
agreement form to give owners an opportunity but if they didn’t hear back they would like to be



authorized over the next few months to sell. The money owed was just under 10,000 dollars and since
there was no active ownerships of the property, the sale would hopefully limit the nuisance complaints.

Ms. Provencher asked about the two heirs listed in the paperwork.

Ms. Genereux stated the heirs were not living on the property and the treasurer had reached out to
them. The current occupants were not the heirs.

Ms. Provencher asked if the payments from the inhabitants came how it would affect the lien.
Mr. Genereux stated they could bid at the auction and go through the process to take it to land court.

Mr. Menard made a motion to hold a tax lien sale for 474 Marshall Street. Seconded by Ms.
Provencher. (3-0-0)

b. Permitting update — Building Inspector

Mr. Harold Leaming stated it had been a privilege to work in Leicester. He stated Ziggy Bombs was
posting updates on YouTube and he was waiting on framing and insultation. He stated there was quite a
lot of activity across from Walmart and Starbucks was moving along with the sitework approved. Mr.
Leaming discussed flippers and how they are coming into town and getting rid of “old stock” and some
of the mill properties were being worked on. He discussed 30 Mill Street and the engineering that had
been done and some of the eyesore houses that were being worked on and were contributing to new
growth.

Mr. Leaming discussed the adaptive overlay district/ adaptive reuse and praised the town planner for
giving people a break when it comes to restrictions on homeowners. He stated his only goal was to get
the projects moving along.

Mr. Menard asked if anything was happening with the mill by Rochdale park.

Mr. Leaming stated they are in negotiations currently with the town.

c¢. CMHA Meeting Update
Mr. Antanavica stated they would begin sharing the meeting results of CMHA for the shelter program so
the public knows what some of the issues are and what is discussed with town officials and the shelter
program. He stated the buildings are clean and in good shape and there is nothing out of ordinary in the
buildings. He discussed the fire alarms going off and most of it is from the residents cooking and the use
of oil. He said the program managers are looking into fans to stop the issue.

Mr. Genereux stated fire staff were in the building same day to explore vents and exhaust fans to stop
the calls.

Mr. Menard asked about the ruts and landscaping issues cause by the snowplow operator over the
winter.



Mr. Genereux clarified they would be taking care of the landscaping including widening the driveway to
allow.

Mr. Antanavica said the fire trucks need more room to move around and turn.
Mr. Bujak stated they did similar work at the airport to widen areas for parking.

Mr. Antanavica asked for a list of roadwork to be done and asked it to be supplied to the ater districts so
they would receive proper notice.

Mr. Menard made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Provencher. (4-0-0)

ADJOURN





