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Town of Leicester
2007 Open Space and Recreation Plan Update

Community Survey
Leicester is in the process of updating its Open Space and Recreation Plan. This survey is being conducted in order to understand 
the needs and concerns of the citizens of Leicester. Your input will help the town qualify for state grants and reimbursement 
programs for acquisition of open space and development of recreation facilities.

For the purposes of this plan, Open Space means undeveloped land areas  that may have important ecological functions, natural 
resources, or cultural resources that are worthy of conservation and protection. Such areas may contain, but are not limited to, 
forests, farmland, old fields, floodplains, and wetlands. Open Space can also encompass scenic vistas, recreational areas, and historic 
sites.

The purpose of an Open Space Plan is to:
Establish goals and objectives to guide the town in its decisions affecting land use;
Identify the town's ecological, cultural, and recreational resources; and
Lay out strategies for the protection and enjoyment of the natural resources and open spaces that contribute to the 
community character.

Your input is a crucial part of the process.

Please return the completed survey on or before February  14, 2007 to any of the following:
Drop-off boxes at:
Leicester Public Library
Leicester Town Hall
Cooper's Hilltop Farm
Jan's Beer Mart/Redemption Center

Or return by mail to:
Open Space and Recreation Planning Study
Town Hall, 3 Washburn Square
Leicester, MA  01524

You can also take the survey online at www.leicesterma.org.

Thanks for your participation!

1. Sex ___  M ___  F

2. Age
___ under 18

___ 18-24

___ 25-44

___ 45-64

___ 65 or older

3. How many years have you lived in Leicester?
___ Less than a year
___ 1-5 years

___ 6-10 years
___  11-20 years

___ more than 20 years

4. What best describes the area of town in which you live?
___  Cherry Valley
___  Leicester 

___  Rochdale
___  Other 

_____________

5. How much land do you (or your family) own in Leicester?
___ Don't own; I rent
___ Less than 2 acres
___ 2-5 acres

___ 6-15 acres
___ 16-50 acres
___ 51-100 acres

___ over 100 acres

6. Have you or your family members participated in any of the following recreational activities this past year? 
(Please indicate by: 1=participated in Leicester, 2=participated out of town)

Baseball Running Ice Hockey Biking Camping Skateboarding

Basketball Walking Street Hockey Tennis Fishing Gymnastics

Soccer Hiking Inline Skating Golf Hunting Picnics

Football Fitness Training Field Hockey Ice Skating ATV/ORV Gardening

Volleyball Downhill Skiing Lacrosse Horseback riding Snowmobiling Paintball

Softball Cross-country 
skiing

Snowboarding Swimming Boating Birdwatching

Other:



7. What outdoor recreational activities or facilities would you like to see developed in Leicester?

8. Please rank the top 5 of the following conservation issues in order of their importance to you (1 being the most important):

___  Open space for recreation use

___  Open space for scenic value

___  Water quality

___  Working farmland

___  Wildlife habitat

___  Forests

___ Buildings of historic interest

___  Historic or archaeological sites

___  Other (please specify):

 ___________________________

9.   Please rank the top 3 of the following reasons you think Leicester should protect its open spaces and natural areas (1 being the most 

important):

___  To provide wildlife habitat

___  To protect wetlands

___  To protect the town's surface and groundwater resources

___  To maintain the character of the community

___  To encourage recreation and tourism

___  To potentially raise property values

___  To preserve these areas for future generations

___  Other (please specify):

  _____________________________________

10. For each of the following resources, please indicate if you are aware of their existence and if you have utilized them for recreation. If 

you have not used the resource, indicate why not (e.g., cost, distance, interest, safety):

Resource Aware of
YES

Aware of
NO

Used
YES

Used
NO

Reason not used or visited OR Frequency of 
Your Use or Visits

Becker College

Burncoat Park

Community fields

Hillcrest

Leicester H.S.

Lyons Park

Memorial School

Moose Hill Reservoir

Rochdale Park

Russell Memorial/Little League 
Field

Town Common

Towtaid Park

11. Describe any recreational facilities you would like to see developed/expanded in town.
       YES NO

12.  Would you be willing to pay higher taxes or user fees for the maintenance of public recreation         ___    ___

 areas in town? 

13. Would you use a map of trails in Leicester?   ___    ___

Are you concerned that trails might be abused (erosion, trash, noise, vandalism) if they were
mapped or better known?                   ___            ___

Are there special places in Leicester that you would like connected with a trail system?           ___            ___
What are those places?

14. Do you ever take out of town guests for a drive to show off scenic parts of Leicester? Yes ____ No ____

If so, where?

15. What is your favorite place in town? What makes this place special?

16. What is the biggest change, opportunity or threat facing Leicester's character?

17. Describe your ideal vision of Leicester in ten years.



Open Space & Recreation Plan Survey Results 
 
Community Survey Overview 

The Open Space Plan Survey was prepared by the Conway School of Landscape Design with input from 
the Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee.  The Town of Leicester School Department assisted with 
survey distribution and with tabulation of surveys. 

While the survey provides useful information, some caution should be used regarding the use of the 
survey results.  Some of the surveys were completed online using a web-based survey company (79); the 
remainder (490) were filled out by hand and tabulated by Planning Office staff with the assistance of 
Leicester High School students.  There are some differences in the tabulation methods for the online 
versus the paper versions of the survey, which will be explained in more detail where applicable in the 
following pages.  Also, it appears that the overwhelming majority of paper surveys were filled out by 
Leicester High School Students.  While input from this segment of the population is very valuable, 
especially in terms of future planning, this age group doesn’t necessarily reflect the interests of the entire 
population of the Town of Leicester.  The survey results should be reviewed in context with the above 
information. 
 
Summary of Results 

Respondent Information (Questions 1-5) 
There were slightly more female (56%) than male (44%) respondents, and the majority of respondents 
were under the age of 18 (59%).  As noted previously, it appears that the paper surveys were 
disproportionately filled out by Leicester High School students.  (For example, no respondents under age 
18 used the online survey).  Most respondents (62%) have lived in Town more than 10 years.  Most 
respondents listed “Leicester” when asked to describe what area of town in which they live (60%), 
followed by Rochdale (20%) and Cherry Valley (17%). 

Recreation (Questions 6, 7, 10-14): 
Survey respondents participate in a very wide range of recreational activities.  The recreational activity 
with the highest number of participants among survey respondents is walking (290), followed by running 
(192) Soccer (212), swimming (179), gardening (159), and basketball (187).  According to Question #7, 
the activity/facility most often listed as what respondents would like to see developed was swimming 
(swimming pool, swim team), followed by new trails and new or improved playing fields.  A high 
number of respondents (31) identified an ice skating or hockey rink as something they would like 
developed in Leicester.  Question #11 was very similar, but for this question, improved or expanded 
playing fields ranked highest, followed by swimming facility, improvement of Burncoat Park, and an 
indoor sport facility. 

The recreational areas used by the highest number of survey respondents were the Town Common(352), 
Community Fields (352), and Rochdale Park (350).  The recreational used by the least number of survey 
respondents were Lions Park (349), Towtaid Park (309) and Moose Hill Reservoir (308). 

Most respondents (56%) were not willing to pay higher taxes or user fees for maintenance of public 
recreation area.  However, among online respondents, 63% supported higher taxes or user fees.   

Most respondents (61%) would use a map of trails in Leicester, the majority of respondents (52%) were 
unconcerned that a trail map would lead to abuse of trails, and 79% indicated that there are special places 
in Leicester that they would like connected to a trail system.  Eighteen percent (18%) of survey 
respondents indicated that they take out-of-town guests for a drive to show of scenic parts of Leicester.  
The most popular places to show out-of-town guests were the following:  Coopers Farm, Hot Dog 
Annies, Moose Hill, the Town Common, and “Spider Gates” cemetery. 



Conservation (Questions 8 & 9): 
Survey respondents identified “Water Quality” and “Open space for recreation use” as the most important 
conservation issues.  The highest ranked reasons for protecting open spaces and natural areas were “to 
protect wildlife habitat” and “To potentially raise property values”. 
 
Favorite Places, Opportunities, Future Vision (Questions 15-17) 
Surprisingly, when asked to identify a favorite place in Leicester, the most common response was the 
respondent’s home (72 responses).  Other favorite places were the Town Common Rochdale Park, and the 
Leicester Drive-In. 

When asked about the greatest opportunity or threat, respondents answers were not clear whether the 
issue identified was an opportunity or threat. However, Wal-Mart was overwhelmingly listed as a 
response.  Eighty-three (83) respondents wrote simply:  “Wal-Mart” or “Super Wal-Mart,” and another 
eighty-two (82) mentioned Wal-Mart in their response.  The survey was filled out approximately 1 month 
prior to the opening of the new Super Wal-Mart on Route 9 west in Leicester.  Other issues frequently 
identified were overdevelopment, population growth, and general comments on development.  Littering 
and vandalism were also frequently listed as a concern. 
 
SURVEY RESULTS 
 
1. Sex 

 Male Female 
No 

Response Total
Response 
Total 249 318 2 569
 Response 
Percent 43.8% 55.9% 0.4% 100%

 
2. Age 

 
Under 

18 
18-
24 

25-
44 

45-
64

65 
or 

older
No 

Response Total
Response 
Total 333 33 141 52 8 2 569
 Response 
Percent 59% 6% 25% 9% 1% 0% 100%

 
3. How many years have you lived in Leicester? 

 Less 
than a 
year 

1-5 
years 

6-10 
years 

11-20 
years 

more 
than 20 
years 

No 
response Total 

Response 
Total 19 94 101 259 89 7 569

 Response 
Percent 3.3% 16.5% 17.8% 45.5% 15.6% 1.2% 100%

 



4. What best describes the area of town in which you live? 
 Cherry 

Valley Leicester Rochdale Other 
No 
response Total 

Response 
Total 96 340 116 11 6 569

 Response 
Percent 16.9% 59.8% 20.4% 1.9% 1.1% 100%

 
Other responses to Question #4:  Center of town, Dawn Acres,  
 
5. How much land do you (or your family) own in Leicester? 

 

Rent 
less 
than 2 

2-5 
acres 

6-15 
acres 

16-50 
acres 

51-
100 
acres 

No 
response Total 

Response 
Total 32 306 142 41 15 6 27 569

 Response 
Percent 5.6% 53.8% 25.0% 7.2% 2.6% 1.1% 4.7% 100%

 

6. Have you or your family members participated in any of the following 
recreational activities in the past year? 

 
In Leicester Out of Town 

Activity # % # % 
Respondent 

Total 
Baseball 154 93% 12 7% 166 
Running 192 88% 25 12% 217 
Ice Hockey 42 49% 43 51% 85 
Biking 155 73% 57 27% 212 
Camping 48 29% 119 71% 167 
Skateboarding 79 81% 18 19% 97 
Basketball 187 87% 27 13% 214 
Walking 290 82% 63 18% 353 
Street Hockey 41 76% 13 24% 54 
Tennis 95 77% 29 23% 124 
Fishing 127 59% 89 41% 216 
Gymnastics 72 87% 11 13% 83 
Soccer 212 86% 34 14% 246 
Hiking 93 53% 82 47% 175 
Inline Skating 21 50% 21 50% 42 
Golf 135 71% 55 29% 190 
Hunting 47 64% 27 36% 74 
Picnics 59 49% 61 51% 120 
Football 112 87% 17 13% 129 



In Leicester Out of Town 
Activity # % # % 

Respondent 
Total 

Fitness Training 80 58% 58 42% 138 
Field Hockey 34 85% 6 15% 40 
Ice Skating 70 48% 76 52% 146 
ATV/ORV 79 71% 32 29% 111 
Gardening 159 94% 11 6% 170 
Volleyball 50 69% 22 31% 72 
Down. Skiing 17 24% 55 76% 72 
Lacrosse 11 58% 8 42% 19 
Horse. Riding 8 26% 23 74% 31 
Snowmobiling 92 73% 34 27% 126 
Paintball 84 71% 35 29% 119 
Softball 85 75% 28 25% 113 
Cross-country skiing 19 56% 15 44% 34 
Snowbding 45 37% 77 63% 122 
Swimming 179 63% 106 37% 285 
Boating 70 48% 75 52% 145 
Birdwatching 68 84% 13 16% 81 
Other 36 45% 44 55% 80 

 
Other activities listed: 
 
In Leicester Out of Town 

• band • Cheerleading 
• Cheerleading • canoeing 
• Dance • bowling 
• dogwalking • Dance 

• Drive-In 
• karate/tae 

kwan do 
• field hockey • kayaking 
• harvest fair • sailing 
• larping • snowshoeing 

• painting 
• whitewater 

rafting 
• photography  
• scooter  
• sledding  
• snowshoeing  
• track  

 



7. What outdoor recreational activities or facilities would you like to see 
developed in Leicester? 

 

Recreational Activities or Facilities 
(activities with at least 2 responses) 

# of 
Responses
(in order of 
frequency) 

Swimming pool, public/Swim Team 34 
Trails, Walking or hiking 22 
Fields, playing (general - new or improved) 19 
Volleyball courts/team 18 
Fields, soccer (new or improved) 17 
Lacrosse 16 
Skating rink, ice 16 
Trails, Bike 16 
hockey rink, indoor 15 
Indoor sport facility/sportplex 12 
Trails, ATV/off road areas/dirt bike 12 
Trails:  Cross country skiing, bird watching, 
hiking-camping/biking 

12 

Basketball Court 10 
Paintball 10 
Playground, new 9 
Recreation Center 9 
Hockey  7 
Skateboarding/skateboard park 7 
Tennis Court, better or new 7 
Town Beach 7 
Trails, general 7 
Fields, football (1 mentioned lights) 6 
Parks, improve or expand 6 
Dog Park 5 
Fields, softball 5 
Burncoat Park (improve or expand facilities) 4 
Horseback riding 4 
Swimming 4 
Baseball 3 
boating & fishing 3 
Dance/dance studio 3 
Fast Food Restaurant (Taco Bell, McDonalds) 3 
Fields, field hockey 3 



Recreational Activities or Facilities 
(activities with at least 2 responses) 

# of 
Responses
(in order of 
frequency) 

Gym/Fitness Center 3 
Movie Theater 3 
Sidewalks 3 
snowboarding 3 
Track & Field Area (new or improved) 3 
Adult Sports Leagues 2 
Birdwatching 2 
Bowling alley 2 
Campground 2 
Courts, covered 2 
Hillcrest, improve 2 
Hillcrest, keep golf course 2 
Picnic areas 2 
skating, inline 2 
Skiing, Cross country 2 
Summer activities for kids 2 
Youth Center 2 
Basketball Program, improved 1 

 
Other Recreational Activities or Facilities Listed 
(one response each) 
 
• Becker College • Gun range • Rock Climbing 
• Better Schools • High School, better sports facilities • Rollerskating 
• Biking • Hillcrest, add playing fields • Rugby 
• Bird Sanctuary • Hockey, street • senior citizen/ age 40+ sports 
• Burncoat, Summer program • hunting grounds • Skiing, downhill 
• Community garden • hunting safety program • snowmobiling 
• Community gym • Hyland Games • Soccer clinics 
• Conserve Open Space • Ice Skating Rink • Soccer, indoor 
• Crew • Indoor soccer • Swim lessons, Burncoat 
• Cross-country running • Kite flying • Swing Sets 
• Drive In, keep • Library • Town Hall Gym 
• Driving Range • Lighted fields • Track, Indoor 
• Fishing • Miniature golf • Track, walking 
• Food place • Motorcross dirt track • Trails, snowmobile 
• Football Field/Track-improve • Night Club • Tree climbing 
• Football stadium • Outdoor Classroom • Walking, safe place 
• Frisbee golf • Passive Open Space • Water access 
• Gay Straight Alliance • Ping Pong • Wildlife Habitat 



Other Recreational Activities or Facilities Listed 
(one response each) 
 
• Go-cart track • Playground for 7-12 year olds • Windsurfing 
• Golf course, top rate • Recreation, Passive • YMCA 
• Grocery store • Rochdale Park, improve • Zoo 

 

8. Please rank the top 5 of the following conservation issues in order of their 
importance to you (1 being the most important): 

 
 Rank   

 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
Response 
Average 

Open space for recreation use 164 89 70 71 42 436 2.4 
Open space for scenic value 29 72 78 66 73 318 3.3 
Water Quality 194 105 78 52 36 465 2.2 
Working Farmland 27 31 53 25 59 195 3.3 
Wildlife Habitat 99 96 88 73 68 424 2.8 
Forests 44 77 98 80 76 375 3.2 
Buildings of Historic interest 24 26 35 66 80 231 3.7 
Historic or archaeological 
sites 

9 11 22 28 69 139 4.0 

 
Other responses listed as priority (paper surveys only): 

• golf course • hunting/fishing areas 
• wetlands • 4-wheeling/dirt bike trails 
• town sports • agriculture 
• school funding • fun 
• keep me healthy • less building 
• better basketball • small town atmosphere 

 
 

9. Please rank the top 3 of the following reasons you think Leicester should 
protect its open spaces and natural areas (1 being the most important): 

 

 Rank   

  1 2 3 Total 
Response 
Average 

To provide wildlife habitat 167 86 92 345 1.78 
To protect wetlands 30 81 49 160 2.12 



To protect the town’s surface and 
groundwater resources 

110 65 84 259 1.90 

To maintain the character of the community 120 93 84 297 1.88 
To encourage recreation and tourism 52 40 59 151 2.05 
To potentially raise property values 34 31 36 101 2.02 
To preserve these areas for future generations 88 125 102 315 2.04 

 
Other responses (paper surveys only): 

• we don't have enough land to even stress about this 
• give kids a reason to go outside 
• stop building houses 
• less building 
• don't destroy natural resources 
• so we are not all houses 
• keep the population down 

 

10. For each of the following resources, please indicate if you are aware of 
their existence and if you have utilized them for recreation. 

 

Resource 
Aware of 

YES 
Aware of  

NO   
Used 
YES 

Used 
NO  

 # % # % Total  # % # % Total
Becker College 514 98% 10 2% 524  215 48% 230 52% 445
Burncoat park 258 64% 148 36% 406  153 39% 239 61% 392
Community Fields 454 89% 56 11% 510  352 78% 99 22% 451
Hillcrest 465 89% 56 11% 521  167 42% 231 58% 398
Leicester High School 504 98% 8 2% 512  228 79% 61 21% 289
Lyons Park 319 61% 205 39% 524  46 12% 349 88% 395
Memorial School 490 96% 23 4% 513  330 74% 117 26% 447
Moose Hill Reservoir 235 46% 275 54% 510  76 20% 308 80% 384
Rochdale Park 463 91% 44 9% 507  350 78% 96 22% 446
Russell Memorial Field 
(Little League Field) 399 77% 120 23% 519  245 58% 181 42% 426
Town Common 492 96% 19 4% 511  352 76% 109 24% 461
Towtaid 299 52% 275 48% 574  76 20% 309 80% 385

 
Question #10 also asked for “Reason not Used or visited OR Frequency of Use” for each facility.  
No results for this part of the question were provided from online responses.  Regarding paper 
responses, the responses are difficult to summarize because of the wide variation in responses, 
but the most common reasons listed for not using a particular facility were the following:  poor 
condition, too far/inconvenient location, facility doesn’t offer a particular sport, or the 
respondent is unaware of the facility.  Many respondents commented that Lion’s Park doesn’t 
have an obvious recreational purpose. 
 
 
 



11. Describe any recreational facilities you would like to see 
developed/expanded in Town. 

 

Recreational Facilities 
(activities with at least 2 responses) 

# of 
Responses 
(in order of 
frequency) 

Fields, Improve or  Expand play fields (unspecified) 20 
Swimming pool, public/Swim Team 19 
Burncoat Park, improve/expand 16 
Indoor sport facility/sportplex 15 
Ice rink 13 
Beach/Burncoat Beach 12 
Parks, new or improved 12 
Recreation Center/Community Center 11 
Fields, soccer 10 
Hillcrest, improve facility 10 
Rochdale Park, Improve or expand 10 
Fields, lighted 8 
Playgrounds 8 
Teen Hangout/Youth facility/Kid Hangout 8 
Basketball courts, improved 7 
Fields, Football (Improve or expand) 7 
Skateboard Park/skate park/rollerblade 7 
Towtaid Park, Improve 7 
Fields, softball, improve or expand 6 
Gym, fitness center 6 
Track, New or expanded 6 
Trails, bike 6 
Trails, unspecifiedor general ( hiking/biking/cross country) 6 
Restaurants (olive garden, taco bell, K.F.C.) 5 
Community Fields, expand or improve 4 
Food Places/Fast Food Restaurants/Restaurants 4 
Hillcrest, convert to play fields 4 
Tennis Courts, new and/or improved 4 
Volleyball 4 
Fields, baseball 3 
Hiking Trails 3 
Hockey 3 
Mall/retail (l listed outdoor mall) 3 
Paintball 3 



Recreational Facilities 
(activities with at least 2 responses) 

# of 
Responses 
(in order of 
frequency) 

Trails, walking or hiking 3 
Arcade 2 
ATV/dirt bike 2 
Campground 2 
Clean Parks 2 
Dance studio 2 
Drive-In (keep) 2 
Fields, field hockey 2 
High School Gym, Expand Use 2 
Movie Theater 2 
None/Nothing 2 
Retail stores/shopping 2 
scenic areas 2 
Wal-Mart 2 
Wildlife Preservation 2 

 
 
Other Recreational Facilities Listed 
(one response each) 
 
• Access Road for Little League 

fields on Henshaw Street • Golf, expand courses • Outdoor Classroom 

• Batting cage • Greenville Pond • picnic areas 
• Becker fields • Gym, municipal • Public Events 

• Bike park • Historical Areas • Sanitary Facilities at all fields & 
parks 

• Birdwatch • Lacrosse • Shaw Pond 

• Burncoat, convert to fields • Little League fields (improve or 
expand) • Skating Arena, Outdoor 

• Community Activity - Increase • Lyons Park - remove & replace 
with building • Summer Camp 

• Community Fields, add lights • Middle-age/senior citizen sports • Swim lessons, Burncoat 
• Courts • Moose Hill Trails • Town Common, Improve 
• Development - NO MORE • More things to do • Trails, walking for disabled 
• Dog Park • Natural setting • Water Access 
• Fishing • Night Club  

 



12. Would you be willing to pay higher taxes or user fees for maintenance of 
public recreation areas in town? 

 

 YES NO 
No 

Response Total 
Response 
Total 203 318 48 569 
Response 
Percent 35.7% 55.9% 8.4% 100.0%

 
13. Four Part Question, as shown below: 
 

 
Yes No 

No 
response Total 

Would you use a map of trails in Leicester? 346 
61% 

196 
34% 

27 
5% 

569 
100% 

Are you concerned that trails might be abused 
(erosion, trash, noise, vandalism) if they were 
mapped or better known? 

240 
42% 

297 
52% 

32 
6% 

569 
100% 

Are there special places in Leicester that you 
would like connected with a trail system? 

93 
16% 

398 
70% 

78 
14% 

569 
100% 

What are those places? 

• Moose Hill (4) • Manville 
• Hillcrest (2) • Mid state trail/ moose hill area 
• historical places (2) • NYATI 
• Spider Gates (2) • Scenic places 
• all present facilities • Stores 
• any safe natural environment • Woods 
• ATV trails • stafford street 
• bridle paths • rochdale to Leicester center 
• Burncoat park to the Midstate • Town Common 
• Cherry Valley • Rochdale 
• Schools • Lakes 
• for horseback riding • Fields 
• Hill at top of Parker St. • connect to Blackstone Valley bike path 
• Hot Dog Annie's  

 



14. Do you ever take out of town guests for a drive to show off scenic parts of 
Leicester?: 

 

 YES NO 
No 

Response Total 
Response 

Total 100 434 35 569 
Response 

Percent 18% 76% 6% 100% 
 

If so, where? 
 

Location 
(activities with at least 2 
responses) 

# of 
Responses
(in order of 
frequency)  

Other Locations Listed 
(one response each) 

Coopers Farm 10 Airport Hill Lyon's Park 
Hot Dog Annies 10 Becker College Marshall Street 
Moose Hill 7 Breezy Bend Mulberry Street 
Town Common 7 Buddy's Spa Parker Street 
Spider Gates/Quaker 
Cemetery 6 Burncoat Park Parks 

Back Roads 4 Christ Church Pine & Charles 

Henshaw Street 4 Churches Pine Street area 
Lakes & Ponds 4 Dead Horse Hill Resevoir Street 

Paxton Street (Rte. 56) 4 Golf coures 
Revolutionary war 
cemetery 

Stiles Reservoir 4 Greenville Pond Rochdale 
Historic Sites or Buildings 3 Henshaw Pond Route 9 West 
Manville Street 3 Hillcrest Salminen Drive 
Reservoirs 3 Hyland Ave Stafford Street 
Schools 3 Johnson's Farm Town Center 
Town Hall 3 Leicester Center Trails 
Whittemore Street 3 Leicester Drive-In Wal-Mart 
Breezy Gardens 2 Llama Farm Worcester Airport 
Castle Restaurant 2  
Farms 2  
Mills 2  
River Street 2  

 



15. What is your favorite part of town?  What makes this place special? 
 
Note:  Numbered responses are exact responses provided.  The second column 
breaks the answers into general categories.  Where more than one favorite 
place is listed, the first place listed was used.  In general, places only listed 
once were categorized as “Other.” 
 
Favorite Place Category 
1. Although strictly speaking it is mostly in Spencer.  The western side of 

Burncoat Pond.  Along the Mid-State Trail and the area between the 
lobes.  This area is one of the few remaining “wilderness” parcels left in 
town and still supports some wildlife. 

Burncoat 

2. Burncoat Lake – very pretty place. Burncoat 
3. Burncoat Park – I’ve played softball there ever since I was a little kid. Burncoat 
4. Burncoat Park/Pond – quiet and peaceful & it’s where I grew up. Burncoat 
5. Burncoat Park/snowmobiling Burncoat 
6. Burncoat Pond, because it is within walking distance and it’s usually 

quiet near the one lane bridge (that should be fixed by now by the way). 
Burncoat 

7. Burncoat park the wild life and plants Burncoat Park 
8. Cedar Meadow Lake – Recreational, snowmobiling & fishing. Cedar Meadow 

Lake 
9. My favorite place is the power lines in Cherry Valley because I ride my 

Quad all the time. 
Cherry Valley 

10. Cherry Valley because there are so much of my friends that live there. Cherry Valley 
11. Cherry Valley courts, a lot of history went on down there. Cherry Valley 
12. My favorite place in town is Cherry Valley, where I live.  It feels safe 

there and it’s impossible to get lost or anything. 
Cherry valley 

13. The Little League Field because it’s the cleanest park. Community 
Field 

14. Community Field because I play soccer there & spend a lot of time there. Community 
Field 

15. Community Field, I’ve scored tons of goals there. Community 
Field 

16. Community field, the football games that I use to watch there. Community 
Field 

17. Community field.  Football games. Community 
Field 

18. Community Field. (2) Community 
Field 

19. Community Park, soccer memories. Community 
Field 

20. I would say Community Field for sports. Community 
Field 

21. My favorite place in Town is Community field and Rochdale park.  
Those fields/parks are where I practiced/played soccer there. 

Community 
Field 

22. Cooper Hilltop Farm This place is special because it maintains open 
productive space,it’s a working farm ,the last one in Leicester. There is 

Coopers 



Favorite Place Category 
significant wildlife and a serene atmosphere about the property. 

23. Besides my home & neighborhood, Cooper’s Dairy, because farms are 
important, also unique because it bottles and sells its milk. 

Coopers 

24. Cooper’s Farm Coopers 
25. Cooper’s Farm – Hot Dog Annie’s Coopers 
26. Cooper’s Farm – very scenic – beautiful sunsets. Coopers 
27. Cooper’s Farm. Coopers 
28. Cooper's farm, Cows and kittens in the spring. Great milk too! Coopers 
29. Coopers Farm and it's tradition on keeping the process working and 

continuing for generations. 
Coopers 

30. Cumberland Farms & Dunkin Donuts, because I stop there a lot.  Also 
the softball field because I’m always playing, but softball players should 
have a better field because the baseball team does. 

Cumberland 
Farms 

31. Cumberland Farms. Cumberland 
Farms 

32. Cumbie’s, chill zones. Cumberland 
Farms 

33. Cumby’s Cumberland 
Farms 

34. Cumby’s, it’s the only place in Leicester that I use other than the school. Cumberland 
Farms 

35. Cumbys.  It’s a public place with more than 5 people talking. Cumberland 
Farms 

36. Haven’t been everywhere Don’t know 
37. I am still new to the town and so do not know many places. Don’t know 
38. I don’t have a favorite spot YET, but I do think the Town Common is 

beautiful. 
Don’t know 

39. I don’t have a favorite. Don’t know 
40. I don’t have a one special place.  Leicester is a wonderful town and 

overall wonderful people.  Money sense is lacking and big mistakes have 
been made.  Bad choices that were not in the best interest of our town are 
still being made every day. 

Don’t know 

41. I don’t have one. Don’t know 
42. I don’t know.(2) Don’t know 
43. I don’t really have a favorite part.  This place is special because it’s a 

small town and everyone’s close to each other. 
Don’t know 

44. I don’t really have a favorite place, but if I did, I wouldn’t want it to be 
taken away.  I feel we are building a lot in Leicester and we should 
STOP! It’s getting busy now and it’s not quiet anymore. 

Don’t know 

45. I really don’t have a favorite place. Don’t know 
46. I’m not sure Don’t know 
47. Undecided. Don’t know 
48. The Leicester Drive-in that closed. Drive-In 
49. The Leicester drive-ins.  It had been around for a while and now it’s 

closed.  It just needed work and I was the only drive-in I know of that 
was nearby. 

Drive-In 
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50. Drive in = Historic.  Hot Dog Annie’s = great food = Icon Drive-in 
51. Drive In.  Many memories with friends.  Subway – wicked good food! Drive-in 
52. Drive-in – lots of memories Drive-in 
53. Drive-in = historic.  High school = activities.  Hot dog Annie’s = icon. Drive-in 
54. Drive-Ins – old. Drive-in 
55. Drive-ins, but it is closed right now. Drive-in 
56. Drive-ins, it’s a fun place to hang out in the summer with friends. Drive-in 
57. I like the drive-in – not many towns have those anymore. Drive-in 
58. The Drive-In because I go there with my family since I was a kid Drive-in 
59. The drive-in because it’s fun and I have so many childhood memories. Drive-in 
60. The drive-in because you can spend summer nights watching movies 

with family & friends. 
Drive-in 

61. The drive-in since you can see 2-movies for $20.00 a car-full. Drive-in 
62. The drive-in!  SUBWAY! Drive-in 
63. The Drive-In, food places, and Rochdale park.  The drive-in is fun to go 

to, the food places have good food, and Rochdale Park holds lots of 
amazing games. 

Drive-in 

64. The drive-in, it is one of the last drive-ins standing, thus making it very 
special to the Town 

Drive-in 

65. The drive-in, it is unique Drive-in 
66. The drive-in, it’s fun and different. Drive-in 
67. The drive-in/family ties Drive-in 
68. The drive-ins. Drive-in 
69. The Leicester Drive-In, I have been going there since I was little and 

now I take my son every year. When I heard it may close I was so sad. 
There are no other drive-ins close enough to go to. I know a lot of other 
people from our town and not from our town who you be very upset to 
see it go. It just needs to be maintained better that's all. 

Drive-In 

70. I like several places in town where there are still wide open fields.  It 
makes it homey. 

Fields 

71. Primary-Memorial-High School field system.  Recall several very 
successful and fun soccer tourneys. Also, great for sledding & practices 
& games. 

Fields 

72. Fields, playing baseball behind the school. Fields 
73. Hillcrest Golf Course, close to home and very family friendly. Hillcrest 
74. Hillcrest Golf Course, inexpensive golf. Hillcrest 
75. Hillcrest, I’ve recently learned to golf and my family and I enjoy the golf 

course. Bruce & Gerry have done a great job with the course and 
bar/restaurant. 

Hillcrest 

76. Hillcrest.  Golfing & snowmobiling Hillcrest 
77. I live near the Hillcrest Golf Course, so I take my friends there and we 

watch the sunset. 
Hillcrest 

78. The trails behind Hillcrest, its fun for a walk. Hillcrest 
79. The view from Hillcrest parking lot.  An undeveloped view.  Sunset. Hillcrest 
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80. Home Home/house 
81. Home Home/house 
82. Home! & Church (Greenville Baptist).  It’s inviting, welcoming!  The 

Library – the women are friendly and there are lots of activities, and the 
kids and the books. 

Home/house 

83. Home, Cricklewood Trail in back is fun. Home/house 
84. Home, I love our land and location. Home/house 
85. Home, it’s cozy. Home/house 
86. Home.  Forested area Home/house 
87. Home.  I live there. Home/house 
88. I like my house.  It is set back from the road on a quiet street.  I am 

surrounded by trees.  It’s very private.  I would not like the land around 
my house to be cleared to make space for recreation. 

Home/house 

89. It is my house because everywhere else is BORING! Home/house 
90. My home Home/house 
91. My home – historic value – old town feel – my part in preserving history. Home/house 
92. My home and the trails because I’m there a lot. Home/house 
93. My home family. Home/house 
94. My home, because I live there. Home/house 
95. My home, because it’s my home. Home/house 
96. My home, because there’s stuff to do there. Home/house 
97. My home, may family makes it special. Home/house 
98. My home. Home/house 
99. My home.  I am please with the school system. Home/house 
100. My house Home/house 
101. My house Home/house 
102. My house Home/house 
103. My house Home/house 
104. My house Home/house 
105. My house Home/house 
106. My house – my bed. Home/house 
107. My house – trails for dirt-biking. Home/house 
108. My house & Hot Dog Annie’s Home/house 
109. My house and Hot Dog Annie’s.  It’s special because I can eat there after 

football. 
Home/house 

110. My house because I feel comfortable there. (2) Home/house 
111. My house because I live there and hot dog annie’s because they are good. Home/house 
112. My house because I live there. Home/house 
113. My house because I live there. Home/house 
114. My house because I live there. Home/house 
115. My house because it’s quiet and it’s my house. Home/house 
116. My house because it’s where I live. Home/house 
117. My house because my family lives there. Home/house 
118. My house because there’s a lot of history and I like history. Home/house 
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119. My house cuz all my stuff’s here. Home/house 
120. My house or my friend’s houses. Home/house 
121. My house, because I live there.(6) Home/house 
122. My house, because it is where I live. Home/house 
123. My house, because it’s close to Worcester. Home/house 
124. My house, because it’s so warm and cozy.  Also Mike’s Donuts and 

Dunkin’ Donuts. 
Home/house 

125. My house, because it’s the nicest place in Leicester. Home/house 
126. My house, because it’s the only place anything remotely interesting 

happens in this town. 
Home/house 

127. My house, Dunkin’ Donuts.  It’s mine.+ Home/house 
128. My house, for its bed. Home/house 
129. My house, for obvious reasons. Home/house 
130. My house, I can sleep there. Home/house 
131. My house, I live in it.(2) Home/house 
132. My house, I live there. Home/house 
133. My house, I love it and the surroundings. Home/house 
134. My house, I sleep there. Home/house 
135. My house, it is very relaxing. Home/house 
136. My house, it’s mine. (2) Home/house 
137. My house, it’s where I live. Home/house 
138. My house, location and family. Home/house 
139. My house, my family makes it special. Home/house 
140. My house. Home/house 
141. My house. Home/house 
142. My house. Home/house 
143. My house.  I live there. Home/house 
144. My house.  It makes me feels safe. Home/house 
145. My house.  It’s private. Home/house 
146. My house.(2) Home/house 
147. My house…I live there. Home/house 
148. My house…so I can sleep. Home/house 
149. My neighborhood because it’s safe and there are fond memories. Home/house 
150. My neighborhood, it’s quiet and peaceful. Home/house 
151. My Home. Because my family is here Home/house 
152. Hot Dog Annie's. It's a tradition, and the kids love it. It ties w/ Cooper's 

Farm. :) 
Hot Dog Annies 

153. Hot Dog Annie's, Quaker Cemetery cause our relatives are buried there. Hot Dog Annies 
154. Fatty Dogs (Hot Dog Annie’s Dawgy!) Hot Dog Annies 
155. Hot Dog Annie’ – the food’s good. Hot Dog Annies 
156. Hot dog Annie’s Hot Dog Annies 
157. Hot Dog Annie’s – yummy! Hot Dog Annies 
158. Hot Dog Annie’s Baby Hot Dog Annies 
159. Hot Dog Annie’s it’s just what Leicester is old but still getting better Hot Dog Annies 
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with time. 

160. Hot dog Annie’s, Wal-Mart, Town Town Common. Hot Dog Annies 
161. Hot Dog Annie’s.  Best hot dogs (bbq) Hot Dog Annies 
162. Hot Dog Annie’s.  Great memories, special treat for the kids! Hot Dog Annies 
163. Hot Dog Annies Hot Dog Annies 
164. Hot dog Annies – best hot dogs around.  Primary school playground – 

everyone has memories there. 
Hot Dog Annies 

165. Hot dog annies – they have good hot dogs. Hot Dog Annies 
166. Hotdog Annie’s because there is a lot of hotdogs there.  Also Town Hall 

to watch recreational basketball games. 
Hot Dog Annies 

167. Hotdog Annie’s, great food & it’s a part of Leicester. Hot Dog Annies 
168. Hotdog Annie’s, they have hotdogs. Hot Dog Annies 
169. I like Hotdog Annie’s; it’s old & wonderful. Hot Dog Annies 
170. My favorite part of town is Hotdog Annie’s and where the three main 

schools are. 
Hot Dog Annies 

171. My favorite place in town is Hotdog Annie’s because it is a place that 
people travel from all other towns to come to. 

Hot Dog Annies 

172. Johnson’s Pond, it’s beautiful, watching the sunset. Lakes/Ponds 
173. The lake, it’s peaceful. Lakes/Ponds 
174. The lakes, ponds, and reservoirs and the Castle for the great food. Lakes/Ponds 
175. Lakes Lakes/Ponds 
176. Lake Sargent, it is a quiet, private spot.  Bandstand, we got married there. Lakes/Ponds 
177. The lakes and ponds are nice, but there is not enough public access for 

recreational activities on these waterbodies. 
Lakes/Ponds 

178. My favorite part of Leicester is the pond across from my house.  It’s 
perfect for ice skating and kayaking. 

Lakes/Ponds 

179. Greenville Pond...a pristine and undeveloped waterway with habitat for 
Wood duck, fox, pheasant, turkey, deer, wood cock, a myriad of birds 
and please dont let it be developed. 

Lakes/Ponds 

180. Greenville pond, quiet and no large boats or personnel watercraft Lakes/Ponds 
181. The ponds in town – give the children something to do both during 

summer, spring, fall and winter seasons. 
Lakes/Ponds 

182. Hiking at reservoir Lakes/Ponds 
183. I love the reservoir.  It is a nice place to go for a walk. Lakes/Ponds 
184. I walk around Stiles, Parker extension, it's still natural and fairly 

unspoiled. I hope it stays that way. 
Lakes/Ponds 

185. I LOVE TO GO TO THE AREAS AROUND THE RESERVOIRS TO 
WALK WITH MY KIDS AND MY DOG, NAMELY HENSHAW AND 
NEAR THE NAZARETH. IT IS VERY PEACEFUL AND A GREAT 
WAY TO BE OUT AND ABOUT IN ALL SEASONS. 

Lakes/Ponds 

186. By the reservoirs.  What makes it special is that it is undeveloped. Lakes/Ponds 
187. Shaw pond and the trails.  I love to like and enjoy the peace & quiet. Lakes/Ponds 
188. High school, big gotta track & it’s my school.  The Town Town 

Commons beautiful & quite. 
LHS 
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189. High School, it’s awesome. LHS 
190. Leicester High because I work out. LHS 
191. Leicester High School is the best.  The traditions, etc. make me proud to 

be a Wolverine. 
LHS 

192. Leicester High School, Uncle Sam’s Pizza. LHS 
193. My favorite place in town is LHS, because I play sports there. LHS 
194. The high school because all my friends go there LHS 
195. The high school gym because I play basketball there. LHS 
196. The high school is my favorite part of town because I’m proud of my 

school and I’ve spent the last four years of my life here. 
LHS 

197. The high school, real sense of town pride. LHS 
198. The High School, the atmosphere. LHS 
199. The High School.  Memories. LHS 
200. My favorite place in town is the High School Fields.  Rochdale / 

Community Field and the Town Town Common, important cause all 
recreation is there. 

LHS 

201. Leicester Public Library because it’s charming & historic LHS 
202. The Leicester Public Library, my children and I enjoy exchanging 

different books all season. 
Library 

203. The town library is so beautiful!  I love the inside too – very cozy but a 
little too cramped. 

Library 

204. Hammy...tough one....probably the library. It's so unique and I've loved it 
since day one. 

Library 

205. Lions Park, the up keep of the park Lions park 
206. Lions Park:  I helped make it.  High School:  It’s beautiful and I love 

going there. 
Lions park 

207. Lyons Park – my son loves walking and playing on the paths- well 
maintained scenery – close to home. 

Lions park 

208. The Middle School Basketball Courts / Coopers Farm – me and my 
friends hang out there. 

Middle school 

209. The middle school because a lot of stuff is around there. Middle school 
210. I love Moose Hill Reservoir!  It is a very scenic area to walk through.  I 

wish it was closer to my home. 
Moose hill 

211. Moose Hill for sledding and walking. Moose hill 
212. Moose Hill Reservoir area because of the local wilderness. Moose hill 
213. Moose hill.  Special memories of time spent there as a kid and now with 

my own kids. 
Moose hill 

214. Moosehill – awesome sledding Moose hill 
215. Moosehill. Moose hill 
216. Moose Hill - wildlife abounds Moose Hill 
217. Where I live, because I can easily walk to the Rochdale Package Store 

for energy drinks and I can ride my 4-wheeler because I live in the 
woods. 

Neighborhood 

218. My neighborhood, safe and good to walk or the High School track for Neighborhood 
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same reasons. 

219. My neighborhood.  It’s clean. Neighborhood 
220. My neighborhood; good people live there and lots of kids/teens. Neighborhood 
221. My neighborhoods Neighborhood 
222. My old neighborhood on Fairview Drive because it has the beach / 

playground and lots of people to socialize with. 
Neighborhood 

223. My own street & neighborhood.  Special: Village neighborhood with 
smaller, unpretentious homes, established neighborhoods with friendly 
people.  Narrow, dead-end street so don’t hae to worry much about 
traffic when I walk with grandchildren.  Mill ponds, pastures and 
woodlands nearby. 

Neighborhood 

224. My neighborhood because it is quiet yet convenient to places I need to 
get to. 

Neighborhood 

225. Don’t have one. None 
226. No where this town sucks. None 
227. None None 
228. None it’s so boring here.   There is nothing to do. None 
229. None, maybe school. None 
230. None. (2) None 
231. Nowhere None 
232. Nowhere None 
233. There isn’t a place in town I like, we don’t love anything. None 
234. There isn’t one it’s a boring town. None 
235. This place sucks. None 
236. Breezy Bend. Country, yet close to the city. The lamas, Breezy Gardens, 

Everlast Nursery. 
Other 

237. Becker College. I can walk there. Other 
238. Airport hill. Other 
239. I like the back roads and the pond areas Other 
240. Baseball field by the police station nicely done. Other 
241. Driving by Breezy Gardens and Everlast it just seems that this 

atmosphere it was Leicester is farming, etc. 
Other 

242. As a member of the Fire Department I enjoy being at the Fire Station on 
Water Street.  I enjoy learning about the building’s history and history of 
the past members that have come through and proudly served the town of 
Leicester. 

Other 

243. Home gardens.  Somewhat peaceful & quiet and off the main road. Other 
244. Leicester Country Club Other 
245. Leroux’s – has drinks. Other 
246. Leroux’s Cumby’s Dunkin’s. Other 
247. Mannville Street, Whittemore Street, Town Common, Mills. Other 
248. Memorial School, no one is ever there. Other 
249. A place in my neighborhood.  A waterfall because it is quiet and it isn’t 

trashed. 
Other 
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250. Frank Germaine’s house. Other 
251. Green Mountain Club. Other 
252. I find it boring. Other 
253. I like Leicester because it is modern and well-known. Other 
254. I like to go everywhere in the town because it is small. Other 
255. It’s our secret, nobody goes there. Other 
256. Jan’s Beer Mart, great service, fun people, I work there. Other 
257. Kelly’s house, it’s away from my house. Other 
258. Ms. Fiores class, Room 202 in high school! ☺ Other 
259. My 4-wheeler trails. Other 
260. My family’s farm, I can use the area for ATV’s or snowmobiling or 

whatever comes to mind. 
Other 

261. My favorite place in town is my friend’s houses. Other 
262. My favorite place in town is the outdoor Middle School Courts or the 

L.H.S. basketball court because I like to place basketball & tennis. 
Other 

263. Paxton Street, because it mainly the road to Paxton. Other 
264. Route 9 Gym. Other 
265. RPG I can go there and see my friends. Other 
266. That church right next to Town Hall (I think it’s the Federated Church).  

I love the façade.  It reminds me of a castle – I’ve photographed it in the 
Fall & the pictures came out gorgeous! 

Other 

267. That’s a secret. Other 
268. The dam near Community Field, memories. Other 
269. The Frisbee Gold Course because it’s fun. Other 
270. The leaving Leicester sign. Other 
271. The town is quiet. Other 
272. The whole town – It’s a great place. Other 
273. West end because I can play paintball. Other 
274. Wherever the party is, and the cops aren’t. Other 
275. Giguere Gymnastics, it is right near my house and it has so many things 

to do. 
Other 

276. Any place that hasn't had a new road built through it it the past ten years. 
These places are nice because they are not over-populated. 

Other 

277. I like any area that has water. It's too bad that there isn't anyplace in the 
Town of Leicester when one can enjoy swimming as we did years 
ago....all this water and it can only be used if you have a boat....sad!! 

Other 

278. The north of Route 9. The open fields Other 
279. Its rural character. I love that we can through town and see horses, cows, 

turkeys, etc manyplaces. I grew up loving that and as an adult 
appreciated it so much more. My children and I hike through many 
wooded areas in town. We hike through the woods near Sabina Circle to 
Parker St and the lakes. They also hike at their grandparents home on 
Birchwood Drive – they go through the creek near Mayflower and into 
the woods up to Memorial School with their grandpa. I love that my 

Other 
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children can do this even though the town is much more developed today 
than it was when I was a child. 

280. Paxton Street area near Water Bodies-beautiful area Other 
281. Pine Grove Cemetery - excellent for walking Other 
282. My family from the south enjoys the old stone walls – we drive around to 

find them. 
Other 

283. Becker tennis courts…fun! Other 
284. Tennis courts – favorite sport Other 
285. High school track. Other 
286. In a tree; I like tree climbing. Other 
287. (1) Leicester Primary School Park.  It’s safe, not known by outsiders, is 

close and isn’t so big that you can’t easily see your child.  (2) The 
reservoir by Spider Gates, it’s beautiful.  My favorite street any time of 
year, (Kettle Brook Reservoir). 

Park/Playground 

288. Girls softball parks keeps kids out of trouble Park/Playground 
289. Park. Park/Playground 
290. Primary School Park (my son loves it there). Park/Playground 
291. Primary School playground. Park/Playground 
292. Park, so I can play football or baseball Park/Playground 
293. I like the parks & schools, because it’s pretty & fun to beat. Park/Playground 
294. All the parks....my kids love to be with their friends in a safe, fun place Park/Playground 
295. The Primary School Playground because I’m a kid at heart. Park/Playground 
296. Playground, kids enjoy. Park/Playground 
297. Playgrounds and anywhere I can ride my bike because I like having fun.. Park/Playground 
298. Dunkin Donuts and Uncle Sams Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
299. Dunkin Donuts, coffee is good. Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
300. Dunkin Donuts, I like donuts. Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
301. Dunkin Donuts, it’s good. Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
302. Dunkin Donuts, the coffee. Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
303. Dunkin’ Donuts because it’s amazing and the drive-in. Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
304. Dunkin’ Donuts because Leicester runs on Dunkins. Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
305. Dunkin’ Donuts, because everyone goes there for food Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
306. Dunkin’ Donuts, Hot Dog Annie’s Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
307. Dunkin’ Donuts, it’s just amazing. Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
308. Dunkin’ Donuts, it’s near my house and I can go almost everyday. Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
309. Dunkin’s. Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
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310. My favorite place in town, Dunkin Donuts ☺ YUM! Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
311. My favorite place is Dunkin’ Donuts because they have Coolattas. Restaurant/Fast 

Food 
312. My favorite place in town is the Castle Restaurant because it is a unique 

dining place in our town. 
Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

313. The Castle – it makes our town interesting – their food is good. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

314. My favorite place is Eller’s on the Hill. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

315. Mike’s Donuts, the food is good. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

316. Mike’s doughnuts.  Nice to see a lot of people. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

317. Ming Wok, good food. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

318. Ming’s Wok, best Chinese food & Buddy’s Spa, greatest restaurant near 
me. 

Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

319. Everywhere. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

320. Food place because they fill my hunger. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

321. Pizza place.  Good food. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

322. Zimmy’s. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

323. Subway – lean, mean grilling cuisine. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

324. Subway, because I love subs. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

325. Subway, it’s delicious! Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

326. Subway, the drive-in. Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

327. My favorite place is Uncle Sam’s and Cumberland Farms.  They are only 
the place I go to. 

Restaurant/Fast 
Food 

328. I like Rochdale, because it’s small and it’s like living in the woods. Rochdale 
329. Rochdale, where I live!  It’s quiet and I hope remains so with just some 

small local businesses (Colby’s Buddy’s Spa) but no major banks, etc.  
It’s historic and typical “small town.” 

Rochdale 

330. My favorite is Rochdale Park, because it’s close & it’s fun to walk 
around 

Rochdale Park 

331. Rochdale Park: I live on it so the view of the pond at sunset is beautiful. Rochdale Park 
332. Rochdale Park Rochdale Park 
333. Rochdale Park – baseball.  Hot Dog Annie’s – good food.  Leicester 

Country Club – golf all the time.   
Rochdale Park 

334. Rochdale Park – clean up for swimming like the old days.  Courts 
already established.  Open fields for sports. 

Rochdale Park 

335. Rochdale Park & Community Field, because of the soccer fields. Rochdale Park 
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336. Rochdale Park / Community Field / basketball / tennis courts – I am able 

to play sports. 
Rochdale Park 

337. Rochdale Park because all of the soccer & baseball games it has there. Rochdale Park 
338. Rochdale Park because I can skateboard there. Rochdale Park 
339. Rochdale Park because I like to play soccer thee and they have a swing 

set, a basketball court and a baseball field. 
Rochdale Park 

340. Rochdale Park because it was the first playground I ever used. Rochdale Park 
341. Rochdale Park because it’s the best baseball field in town.  Hot Dog 

Annie’s because it’s the best food place in town. 
Rochdale Park 

342. Rochdale Park because of the Skate Park. Rochdale Park 
343. Rochdale park because we play baseball Rochdale Park 
344. Rochdale Park, because I play soccer there. Rochdale Park 
345. Rochdale Park, because it is where I play soccer and have the best 

memories from. 
Rochdale Park 

346. Rochdale Park, Cherry Valley Park, train tracks Rochdale Park 
347. Rochdale Park, I’ve played sports there my whole life and I love playing 

sports. 
Rochdale Park 

348. Rochdale Park, it has a baseball field. Rochdale Park 
349. Rochdale Park, it is where dreams come true. Rochdale Park 
350. Rochdale park, land to run around for my children Rochdale Park 
351. Rochdale Park, Soccer games. Rochdale Park 
352. Rochdale Park, where I play baseball. Rochdale Park 
353. Rochdale Park. Rochdale Park 
354. Rochdale Park.  Played High School soccer there. Rochdale Park 
355. Rochdale Park.  They got lights for night games. Rochdale Park 
356. Rochdale park. Open space, the pond and recreation area for the youth. Rochdale Park 
357. Rochdale Park, although the basketball and tennis courts are run-down, it 

is nice to just sit down there and watch baseball on nice summer nights. 
Rochdale Park 

358. My school I guess I haven’t lived here long enough. School 
359. The schools because I have gone to them my whole life. School 
360. ?? – My school because I go there everyday. School 
361. School because I learn. School 
362. School, because I can see my friends. School 
363. School, because of friends. School 
364. School, I come here everyday. School 
365. School, I get to see all my friends. School 
366. School, see friends. School 
367. School.  Memories. School 
368. Any soccer field.  It’s the only fun thing to do in Leicester. Soccer field 
369. Soccer fields – nice to get together. Soccer fields 
370. I like the historical sites in Leicester, like Spider Gates. Spider Gates 
371. Spider Gates and the Llama Farm. Spider Gates 
372. Spider gates.  Walking along the river near this place to see the wildlife 

and colors in the spring and the fall. 
Spider Gates 
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373. Spider Gates Cemetery- it's a nice walk and it's got spooky stories too Spider Gates 
374. Spider Gates Spider Gates 
375. I like the center of town, there are stores around. Town Center 
376. Leicester Center, because I have fun there with my friends. Town Center 
377. Probably center of Town.  It has Dunkin’ Donuts and shows character of 

our Town. 
Town Center 

378. Probably the center, due to it’s history (Rte 9) and the wonderful 
restsoration & remodeling of the historic buildings. 

Town Center 

379. The center because you can just hang out there and it’s nice to walk 
through Leicester. 

Town Center 

380. The center of town. It is quaint, quiet and peaceful. Town Center 
381. Leicester Center, It's the HEART of the Town. Town Center 
382. My favorite place in town is the Town common Town Common 
383. Common Town Common 
384. Common – our house. Town Common 
385. I like the Town Common, the primary school playground and Hotdog 

Annie’s.  They are fun places to hang out with friends. 
Town Common 

386. I love the town common because it reminds me somewhat of an old 
southern town and that’s the kind of place I’d like to live in . 

Town Common 

387. My favorite is the Town Common, its quiet. Town Common 
388. My favorite place in town would have to be the Center of Town (Town 

Common, Uncle Sam’s, Dunkin Donuts, etc.).  It’s a place where you can 
do things (sports, eat, etc.) and still have fun. 

Town Common 

389. My favorite place is the common because it is quite quiet and scenic Town Common 
390. My favorite place would be the common.  It is a place where the 

community can gather & interact in a safe entertaining way.  Ex:  
festivals, concerts, parades, etc. 

Town Common 

391. The Cherry Valley Legion, they do a lot for this town. Town Common 
392. The Common – Town Fairs. Town Common 
393. The Common, the small town feel that Leicester has. Town Common 
394. The Common, the small town feel that Leicester has. Town Common 
395. The Town Common – community events. Town Common 
396. The town common, I grew up on Paxton Street near the common and this 

space is as much a part of my childhood as anything else. 
Town Common 

397. The Town Common.  I like the family friendly events & just the natural 
feel to it. 

Town Common 

398. The Town Common/Becker College.  This area of town is very nice – I 
will say I wish the old Police Dept. was taken down as it ruins the look of 
the common (since new one has been built). 

Town Common 

399. Town common Town Common 
400. Town Common Town Common 
401. Town Town Common – area trails. Town Common 
402. Town Town Common – fun place for town gatherings. Town Common 
403. Town Town Common – High School & Primary Schools, neat and well Town Common 



Favorite Place Category 
kept, can be used by all. 

404. Town Town Common – I always enjoy the Town Common as a 
gathering spot for town events. 

Town Common 

405. Town Town Common – summer concerts Town Common 
406. Town Town Common and Town Hall.  Has a historic quality.  Town Common 
407. Town Town Common for historic areas. Town Common 
408. Town Town Common is nice.  Playground at Primary School is nice. Town Common 
409. Town Town Common, because of the services there Town Common 
410. Town Town Common, summer concerts Town Common 
411. Town Town Common. (3) Town Common 
412. Town Town Common—many town activities take place on the Town 

Common during spring through fall – very historical setting. 
Town Common 

413. Washburn Square and the Town Town Common The History of the area 
makes it very special as well as an area to gather for the Towns people. 

Town Common 

414. The Town Town Common, because the summer concerts and Harvest 
Fair are held there. The bandstand is pretty and there is parking available. 

Town Common 

415. The Town Common. Timeless. Town Common 
416. the Town Common area, historic value Town Common 
417. The town Town Common is our favorite spot in Leicester. The beautiful 

view of the Antique homes, and other buildings. 
Town Common 

418. sitting at the town Town Common in the summertime at the concerts 
with families and friends 

Town Common 

419. The town hall Town Hall 
420. Town Hall.  My mom sang there when she was little.  She is now 70 

years old. 
Town Hall 

421. I love Towtaid Park; I hate how kids screw it up.  I think it should be 
fixed up. 

Towtaid park 

422. Towtaid Park, I guess, because it’s close and somewhere I can chill. Towtaid park 
423. Towtaid Park, I like to go down there and just hand out. Towtaid park 
424. Towtaid. Towtaid park 
425. Trail leading to Quaker Cemetery: Wide & Beautiful.  Moose Hill 

Reservoir: Great hiking, views. 
Trails 

426. Trails. Trails 
427. Trails. Trails 
428. Enjoy the trails in Town Trails 
429. THE TRAIL SYSTEM. THE WILDLIFE. Trails 
430. The Valley courts because it’s a good spot to hang around with people or 

shoot around.  A lot of things are possible to do there. 
Valley courts 

431. THE VALLEY COURTS! Valley courts 
432. The Valley courts. Valley courts 
433. Wal-Mart Wal-Mart 
434. Wal-Mart, great prices. Wal-Mart 
435. Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart 
436. My friends ☺ and the new Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart 



Favorite Place Category 
437. The woods and High School. Woods 
438. The woods because it’s quiet. Woods 
439. untouched wooded areas that are quiet and secluded and perfect for 

walking. 
Woods 

440. My friend’s back yard/field.  Good memories, privacy, I love the 
outdoors.  A few of my friend’s farms, similar reasons. 

Yard 

441. The view from my window.  It is wetlands and can’t be built on.  I look 
out and see wild turkeys, deer, and all different kinds of wildlife. 

Yard 

442. #1. My own yard, family makes it special.  #2. Burncoat Pond, many 
summers at grandparent’s house. 

Yard 

443. My back yard – that’s what life is all about – what you do in your 
backyard-entertain-relax-live life, it’s all in your backyard. 

Yard 

444. My backyard, acres of untouched land. Yard 
445. My backyard.  Privacy and lots of trees! Yard 
446. My yard.  It is peaceful, wooded, and I take pride in it’s maintenance.  

My neighbor heaps trash all over his yard (and I have been told nothing 
can be done about this)  How can we attract quality people to Leicester? 

Yard 

 
 

16. What is the biggest change, opportunity or threat facing Leicester’s 
character? 

 
Notes:  This question was not particularly useful because the vast majority of 
respondents did not specify whether or not the issue identified was a change, 
opportunity or threat Numbered responses are exact responses provided.  The 
second column breaks the answers into general categories.  Where more than 
one opportunity and/or threat, the first or predominant issue raised was used.  
Items not easily classified or listed only once were categorized as “Other.”  
The category “Development” includes statements that are either in favor of, 
unclear, or neutral regarding development. 

 
Opportunity/Threat Category 
1. Money Budget 
2. Budget Budget 
3. Budget! Seems like we’re getting the short end of the stick.  It think it’s turning into 

too much of a business town.  We like our peace and quiet!  Not all these businesses 
coming in! 

Budget 

4. No money Budget 
5. Not enough money Budget 
6. Lack of state funding for schools for education, arts, music, and sports. Budget 
7. Low income housing & education cuts – school needs more programs & less cuts. Budget 
8. No money. Budget 
9. Not have enough money for the schools. Budget 
10. Budget cuts. Budget 
11. Money, we don’t have enough money. Budget 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
12. More money for education....That I would be willing to pay hire taxes for! Teach more 

than the MCAS 
Budget 

13. Withering tax base. Budget 
14. Robberies. Crime 
15. Criminals.  Police. Crime 
16. New stores coming to town. Development 
17. Commercial businesses coming to Town. Development 
18. New companies coming into town. Development 
19. Development on Route 9 West biggest change.  May not threaten character of town, 

per-say.  Threat = if town allows new business with excessive tax incentives. 
Development 

20. The biggest change is the new development of Route 9 West –Great! And it is a 
wonderful opportunity for services offered and jobs.  Threat – save the rest of our 
“open space” for reservation.  Keep housing development at a minimum. 

Development 

21. Development commercially. Development 
22. Route 9 West growth has both positive and negatives. Development 
23. Leicester is finally getting some business in town. Development 
24. Leicester is beginning to grow and have more stores and restaurants.  This is a good 

opportunity for Leicester because we can just go into town to get groceries rather than 
going from town to town. 

Development 

25. DEVELOPMENTS. Development 
26. Leicester is moving to a more industrialized community. Development 
27. All the businesses. Development 
28. Land development. Development 
29. All new buildings being put in. Development 
30. More buildings going up. Development 
31. All the houses. Development 
32. Building more and more stores in Leicester. Development 
33. Getting chain stores, food stores & fast food places. Development 
34. Chain stores. Development 
35. Route 9 West turning town into a retail town. Development 
36. The expansion on RT.9 with Walmart will be a great asset to the community. I would 

hate to lose the Drive-In, it is also a favorite for the family that has become a yearly 
tradition. Hopefully the area surrounding will clean up and keep it a valuable 
commodity. 

Development 

37. I think things are going to change with the development of the Route 9 West area, and 
hopefully for the good.  This town absolutely needs business and the taxes they pay to 
be here. 

Development 

38. Commercial Areas. I think forming the commercial district on Rte.9 West was a very 
smart thing to do.It will bring in much needed revenue for the town while containing 
the establishments to one particular area. 

Development 

39. 350.      We area growing town and need to grow. We also need to help our children 
grow by affording them the same opportunities we had as kids 20-30 years ago - more 
summer programs - more activities that are not team sport orientated - more free play 
or variety of sports. We need to strengthen our school programs at all levels. We need 
to protect the free space as to not over burden the schools with additional children. 

Development 

40. biggest change - development of Rte 9 west. Development 
41. development Development 
42. Route Nine west growth Development 
43. More bigger businesses Development 
44. Business Development 
45. All the new buildings coming in might make this become a market for other 

businesses. 
Development 

46. Fast food places coming in. Development 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
47. The bringing in of large stores. Development 
48. Building new houses and enlarging the town Development 
49. The size Development 
50. I think bringing business into town will help with the tax base. Development 
51. How much commercial development will be too much or not. Development 
52. Development of high value houses. Development 
53. Many complexes, less single family properties. Development 
54. More big store chains. Development 
55. Building bigger. Development 
56. I’m not sure.  Perhaps other developing towns? Don’t Know 
57. I’m unsure. Don’t Know 
58. I don’t know (20) Don’t Know 
59. I really don’t know. Don’t Know 
60. Don’t think there is one. Don’t Know 
61. Who knows. Don’t know 
62. I’m not sure… Don’t know 
63. I have no idea! Don’t know 
64. I’m not sure. Don’t Know 
65. No clue. Don’t know 
66. no aware of it yet. Don’t know 
67. The impact of drugs & alcohol on the school systems Drugs/violence 
68. Drugs. Drugs/violence 
69. Gangster kids.  Drugs/violence 
70. We are being over run with gangs, drugs and violence. Drugs/violence 
71. Drugs and violence. Drugs/violence 
72. All of the drugs that have been going around. Drugs/violence 
73. Gangs. Drugs/violence 
74. It’s irresponsible & gang youths. Drugs/violence 
75. Would like to see more industry in town for resident convenience and tourism. Lack of business 

growth 
76. Lack of business Lack of business 

growth 
77. No food places. Lack of business 

growth 
78. Business Development is needed in the Town Lack of business 

growth 
79. Threat:Lack of a business base to share increased taxes. We spend a lot of fuel (gas) 

traveling to other surrounding towns to shop. Biggest Change:I think Walmart is an 
asset to our town. It will provide jobs for our citizens. A supermarket that we sooo 
needed Opportunity: Utilize what we have and encourage new businesses and 
restaurants. Keep your business in town. Don't discourage businesses from coming into 
our town. Every town around us is changing. Remaining so rural sometimes is a 
negative not a positive. People may want to ride through and say how pretty it is, but 
they don't spend any money here. You should also ask your young people what they 
would like to see happen in town. They are our future and should have input. We want 
to keep them after they graduate, not loose them. They are the future taxpayers! 

Lack of business 
growth 

80. Lack of recreation Lack of 
Recreation 

81. There is very little children’s recreation – I find myself either in Spencer or Auburn to 
find a nice park for my 6 year old & toddler.  Trash pickup along rural areas by town is 
weak.  Fines should be posted more and enforced. 

Lack of 
Recreation 

82. Not enough recreation fields for our youth! Lack of 
Recreation 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
83. Littering and low school budgets. Littering/vandalis

m 
84. Vandalism Littering/vandalis

m 
85. Kids are vandalizing everything & mistreating them, for example, Rochdale Park. Littering/vandalis

m 
86. Pollution, trash is thrown all over streets. Littering/vandalis

m 
87. Vandalizing. Littering/vandalis

m 
88. Not enough places like restaurants and grocery stores. During walks along RT 56 (not 

the most desirable place to walk), the amount of trash along side the road is staggering. 
Above all, the litter ruins anything that could be considered scenic 

Littering/vandalis
m 

89. Litter is atrocious!!! If you see someone litter, there is nothing you can do about it!!! Littering/vandalis
m 

90. Over growth and numerous areas of garbage in large quantities. The town and its 
citizens should assist in the clean up process a few times a year. 

Littering/vandalis
m 

91. Too much industry, trash, litter Littering/vandalis
m 

92. Nothing (4) None 
93. It’s small and has nothing None 
94. Nothing really. None 
95. None. (3) None 
96. There is nothing to do. Nothing to Do 
97. That it’s so boring and country.  There are also many streets that have pot holes – it’s 

terrible. 
Nothing to Do 

98. Not much to do around here. Nothing to Do 
99. Hillcrest Golf Course because there is no way to stop the balls from going into the 

street, house getting hit and car’s getting hit.  It seems only the worst players go there 
and cause a threat to those around. 

Other 

100. Expensive housing and higher taxes Other 
101. Low income housing. Other 
102. The society of Leciester High School Other 
103. Dunkin’ Donuts Other 
104. The apartment complex Other 
105. Attacking Mongolians Other 
106. Jon Gill Other 
107. Immigrants Other 
108. The people who live in it Other 
109. Biggest change is the new police station Other 
110. The not being able to fundraise for clubs. Other 
111. A Town made for lodging. Other 
112. Other towns Other 
113. Better towns elsewhere. Other 
114. I home we get an indoor B-Ball court. Other 
115. The upcoming generation of young adults. Other 
116. The right balance of big companies and smaller “Mom & Pop” operations. Other 
117. Kids of the future. Other 
118. Lack of facilities (in working order) for youth. Other 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
119. Need a cross walk @ Giguere’s/Discovery School House.  Hard to get across the street 

safely when picking up and dropping off my son & his daycare.  Route 9 travelers 
don’t like to stop or slow down for people crossing.  It is very dangerous!  The town 
should invest in more crosswalks in high pedestrian areas on Route 9 to accommodate 
walkers! 

Other 

120. Dunkin Donuts.(2) Other 
121. I think that Olive Garden coming in is cool. Other 
122. Global warming. Other 
123. No Taco Bell! Other 
124. Dumb question. Other 
125. Quality. Other 
126. Yes. Other 
127. Kids, they’re all becoming a little bad, causing trouble, doing drugs and drinking and 

lord knows what else.  There should be a program where kids could hang out and stay 
away from trouble like a boys and girls club. 

Other 

128. Smokers. Other 
129. Leicester SUCKS, IT’S THE WORST TOWN!! � Other 
130. The people living here. Other 
131. Not taken as seriously as we could be. Other 
132. Tom Brennan. Other 
133. People from town willing to communicate or support change.  To include families with 

Special Needs – handicap accessible. 
Other 

134. Get rid of the apartments. Other 
135. Building apartments in place of recreations. Other 
136. Big companies. Other 
137. Poor planning on the part of the town. Things like Walmart don't raise property value 

or bring value to the town. It's much the same as bragging on an industrial dump. Yes 
there necessary but who wants to live near one. Parks, beaches, library educational 
activities bring value to all. The town common is a good example of good use of town 
resources. As for trails and systems being, polluted using park rangers or boyscouts or 
eagle scouts could be a good learning experienced for all involved. Leicester has a lot 
of history, let's show it off with something similar to the Blackstone valley river area. 

Other 

138. Probably all of us hoping to have reduced taxes due to the incoming commercial 
properties. I'd like to see something happen with that old gas station at Leicester 
Center. Everything looks great up there and that place is an eye sore. Also, the old 
Alpine Lounge down here in the Valley. What a disaster - especially with the beautiful 
park on the grounds of the old Cherry 

Other 

139. Valley school. Other 
140. politics Other 
141. Leicester already has significant land area covered by wetlands, habitat areas, etc. This 

plan should be careful not to unduly promote further restrictions which would hamper 
growth in the town. Instead it should objectively look at how growth can occur while 
preserving & protecting resources. 

Other 

142. New business brings tax dollar but you actually lose money due to an increase in 
services. 

Other 

143. None. Commercial growth being controlled and expanded while keeping the basic feel 
of the town. 

Other 

144. INDOOR ICE SKATING RINK. Other 
145. Pollution Other 
146. Preserving what rural character we have left. Other 
147. The Town Town Common.  The bandstand – the whole setting around the Town 

Common.  We are very lucky to have such a beautiful Town Common and historic area 
set off of Rt 9. 

Other 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
148. That the wildlife is going away. Other 
149. Biggest opportunity is to conserve land & resources now while they still exist.  Biggest 

change to character will be the commercial development along Route 9, a good and 
welcome change.  The biggest threat to Leicester’s character are people who want no 
change. 

Other 

150. The biggest opportunity facing Leicester’s character is expanding their horizons.  By 
this I mean growing in population, businesses, and acknowledgement. 

Other 

151. It is going to loose its historical atmosphere. Other 
152. There are too many houses being built causing schools to be crowded, forests/woods 

are being taken away 
Over-
development 

153. There are too many new houses being built.  We are losing woods, fields, etc.  Nothing 
new is being planted to restore any of these areas. 

Over-
development 

154. I feel that we are growing quickly and the resources that are available are not enough 
to accommodate the change in population.  Ex:  Public safety, updated school 
enrichment/rec activities for our youth. 

Over-
development 

155. Too many developments. Over-
development 

156. 110.  Less and less land – more and more new housing.  Not caring/restoring the old 
houses.  It’s getting crowded and turning into a city.  Less healthy – water is 
contaminated (too often). 

Over-
development 

157. All the new houses Over-
development 

158. Allowing too much industry. Over-
development 

159. Commercial growth on Rte. 9 must be carefully guided. Over-
development 

160. Growth – I want to see Leicester grow however Rte. 9 is already a busy road and will 
become like Hilden if other arrangements are not made to build roads to easily access 
major highways. 

Over-
development 

161. Over development with a continued reduction of town services Over-
development 

162. Too many new houses being built.  It makes the schools over crowded and exposes our 
town to elements that normally cities have to deal with and we are not set up to handle 
it. 

Over-
development 

163. The biggest change is all the new places going up. Over-
development 

164. Over development. Over-
development 

165. Becoming urban, too many people/more stores.  Leciester used to be a quiet town. Over-
development 

166. Too much housing development Over-
development 

167. Zoning laws are not strict enough.  We have seen very poor construction on Lake 
Sargent Drive, including filling in of wetlands.  How can this be allowed?  Please look 
to other towns who enforce tasteful building by commercial business.  I realize that the 
tax revenue from these businesses is necessary, but they will follow stricter zoning 
laws if you enforce them. 

Over-
development 

168. Too many houses being built. Over-
development 

169. Too many houses. Over-
development 

170. I think the biggest threat is probably all the new houses being built. Over-
development 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
171. All these new developments Over-

development 
172. All the recent housing developments are harming our small town image Over-

development 
173. Too much construction and shopping areas being built. Over-

development 
174. Increasing construction of homes.  Less forestland/woodlands.  I used to walk up my 

back yard to the cemetery, now there are six new houses.  I am unable to walk up in 
the woods. 

Over-
development 

175. Too many houses being built.  Too much development. Over-
development 

176. Turning a town into a city. Over-
development 

177. Overdevelopment of side roads, farmland, etc. Over-
development 

178. The biggest threat is too much business in areas not equipped to handle traffic.  Selling 
all the houses on Route 9 and developing to much makes it hard for those of us on side 
streets to get out safely. 

Over-
development 

179. Over building. Over-
development 

180. Too much development of open/forested land space, especially when roads are driven 
into land squares. 

Over-
development 

181. New development that’s ruining the environment. Over-
development 

182. All the houses being built.  No more expansion!  Leicester should stay a town, not a 
city. 

Over-
development 

183. Too many businesses crowding it and making it more populated and industrialized. Over-
development 

184. Over building of homes. Over-
development 

185. Too many houses going in & school classrooms too crowded.  We need a bigger high 
school. 

Over-
development 

186. Housing development; Route 9 development. Over-
development 

187. Cutting down more and more trees to build new neighborhoods. Over-
development 

188. Developments are being built too often. Over-
development 

189. The biggest threat is all the new building going on. Over-
development 

190. The continuous building of houses when there’s no room left in schools. Over-
development 

191. Construction destroying land to build houses. Over-
development 

192. We won’t be known as a small town / small business area if big cooperates like Dunkin 
Donuts keep coming in. 

Over-
development 

193. Constant developing. Over-
development 

194. Too many businesses – turning into Worcester. Over-
development 

195. Too many houses. Over-
development 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
196. Houses being built right on top of each other and all the woods being torn down. Over-

development 
197. Building houses everywhere. Over-

development 
198. Over development by big box businesses – so we look like Route 9/20 in Shrewsbury 

or Route 12 in Auburn. 
Over-
development 

199. Biggest Threat is pressure to bring large businesses into Town to reduce residential 
property taxes (an unproven theory). This drives out small locally owned businesses 
that people can walk to and can meet neighbors at. Also housing development that 
promotes turning farmland & woodland into large houselots. 

Over-
development 

200. The biggest threat is the destruction of our little town by Wal Mart and the building of 
homes which are destroying our woodlands and perhaps the ecosystem. 

Over-
development 

201. The biggest threat facing Leicester would be the potential for, out of control growth 
and development throughout route 9 west. The impact this would have through the 
center of town in regards to traffic would not be positive. There needs to exist a certain 
balance between residential and commercial development. We need actual industry not 
only places to spend money, like chain stores. They do also provide jobs but the 
majority is lower end employment. Not making an attempt to attract technology driven 
industry to this community could be considered a threat. 

Over-
development 

202. Threats: Too many homes, with not enough land per unit. Each should have something 
like 2 acres per unit for all new structures. The very unfortunate development of the 
Walmart. 

Over-
development 

203. There is too much construction going on all over town....houses; the houses are on top 
of each other, there is no privacy anymore when it comes to building...the land is being 
eaten up with new construction. 

Over-
development 

204. 323.  Too many housing developments going in where it used to be trees or open 
fields. With the Walmart and other businesses going in on Rte 9, we need to conserve 
the open spaces that make Leicester the pretty, quiet place that it has always been. 

Over-
development 

205. Housing and other development, bad planning practices are the biggest threat. The 
improper distribution of money for the protection of the towns resources is also a big 
threat. We need to protect our wetlands and open spaces for future generations, in 
order to do this we need to promote responsible development and wetlands 
protection/water quality protection. This takes money. The Town should hire a wetland 
agent to oversee all development projects and potential violations. 

Over-
development 

206. Allowing the contractors to put up all there subdivisions we should increase the lot size 
requirements witch would also help protect the over populations of schools 

Over-
development 

207. I think all the new developments will have an adverse effect on the character of the 
town. 

Over-
development 

208. over development by greedy speculators that paid too much for tracts of land. Thank 
god the housing market is turning. or else our population would be exploding. 

Over-
development 

209. too much development by shoddy contractor's Over-
development 

210. The biggest threat is the housing development, regardless to whether it is active adult 
or other. The challenge is to get a better deal to land owners than a developer can offer. 

Over-
development 

211. Trees cut down Over-
development 

212. I hope it doesn’t get too commercialized. Over-
development 

213. Destroying all the trees and building on the land, it takes away from the country feel. Over-
development 

214. Over growth of big houses on small lots.  It is time to update zoning laws, lot size 
requirement. 

Over-
development 

215. Tearing too much woods down. Over-
development 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
216. The disappearance of woodland around our waterways. Over-

development 
217. I think the biggest threat to Leicester’s character is the police force. Police 
218. Leicester P.D. (they need to stop falsely accusing people). Police 
219. Potential for over-expansion of population due to new residential building Population 

Growth 
220. Over population and overcrowding.  Industrialization. Population 

Growth 
221. All the people moving because of the new stores and restaurants. Population 

Growth 
222. Ironically, it may be just the business Leicester has recently attracted that will erode 

the character of the Town – if this business is allowed to develop in the town’s 
historical areas (center of town, Rte. 9 land strip). 

Population 
Growth 

223. Growth in population. Population 
Growth 

224. The population in Leicester Population 
Growth 

225. The biggest threat is everybody moving to Leicester is going to overpopulate it. Population 
Growth 

226. Too many people not enough room. Population 
Growth 

227. Too many poor people. Population 
Growth 

228. People moving. Population 
Growth 

229. Over population. Population 
Growth 

230. Over populated.  Too many franchises.  Soon it will be like Auburn, over 
commercialized. 

Population 
Growth 

231. Over population & building. Population 
Growth 

232. Over population due to increased businesses being brought in. Population 
Growth 

233. Over population. Population 
Growth 

234. Population growth. Population 
Growth 

235. The expanding population – the schools are not ready or able to hold so many students 
and it’s a brand new school. It WILL NOT WORK. 

Population 
Growth 

236. Getting too crowded, vandalism. Population 
Growth 

237. Over population, new stores, Leicester’s going to be too crowded. Population 
Growth 

238. The amount of people in Leicester. Population 
Growth 

239. People. Population 
Growth 

240. The school system Schools 
241. The schools. Schools 
242. School. Schools 
243. There are too many 50+ neighborhoods & townhouses being built and we are 

destroying the land, not only for our children, but for our wildlife. 
Senior Housing 

244. All the 55 communities Senior Housing 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
245. To many over 55 homes being built. I don't think people realize that they will effect the 

schools. Older people in town may choose to purchase into these communities but to 
do so they will sell to younger couples. The schools have a hard enough time getting 
what they need now I can't imagine what it would be like if we have a large population 
growth of younger families. 

Senior Housing 

246. High taxes driving young families out for the rich/Over development Taxes 
247. Property taxes are way too high. Taxes 
248. It’s going to become very busy for traffic. Traffic 
249. New houses Traffic 
250. More traffic with larger business moving in. Traffic 
251. Too much traffic on Rte. 9 Cherry Valley, need traffic ligh tto control traffic, need 

crosswalks. 
Traffic 

252. Traffic Traffic 
253. New business in town! Traffic!? Traffic 
254. There will be more traffic with all the new building and such. Traffic 
255. The traffic on rte 9 Traffic 
256. Access to route 9 from side streets. Traffic congestion is rapidly becoming a problem. 

When the WalMart area becomes fully developed it will be a nightmare trying to 
access rte.9 from any side street. The obvious lack of respect for the Historical value 
for many areas of main street. Specifically the lack of any restrictions regarding 
business signs. Basic size & design need to be standardized to maintain the Historical 
Character; especially within a 1 mile diameter from the center. 

Traffic 

257. increased traffic. however, business are very much needed in the route 9 west area Traffic 
258. Traffic and filling of wet areas causing more flooding in other areas as a result Traffic 
259. Wal-Mart (83) 

83 respondents listed one word - “Wal-Mart” 
Wal-Mart 

260. The Wal-mart and big companies Wal-Mart 
261. More recreational or business is coming in like Wal-Mart and Dunkin’ Donuts Wal-Mart 
262. Wal-Mart and the town business threaten Leicester character.  The beauty will soon be 

destroyed and Leicester character will change negatively. 
Wal-Mart 

263. The new Wal-Mart – Great Idea! Wal-Mart 
264. The biggest change is Wal-Mart Wal-Mart 
265. Wal-Mart and crime. Wal-Mart 
266. Biggest change Wal-Mart opening.  Building too many houses.  Loosing woods.  

Overcrowding of schools 
Wal-Mart 

267. Seeing what happens with Wal-mart here Wal-Mart 
268. Change of Wal-Mart Wal-Mart 
269. Wal-Mart!  The development of Whittmore St. has already changed the character of 

that area dramatically.  I would like to see Leicester retain it’s rural character.  
Georgetown, MA recently published it’s master plan and it’s desire to remain a “quiet 
rural town.  People can go shopping in Worcester or Auburn, not Leicester. 

Wal-Mart 

270. Wal-Mart (though it will also help a little). Wal-Mart 
271. Super Wal-Mart – more congestion on Rte. 9 Wal-Mart 
272. The changing face of the Town with new Wal-Mart, Cumberland Farms, restaurants, 

etc. 
Wal-Mart 

273. Traffic-Wal-Mart.  Also, have all sports/recreation spend some time cleaning up 
established parks 

Wal-Mart 

274. Wal-Mart – good thing.  Purchase of Hillcrest – waste of money Wal-Mart 
275. Rte. 9 – Big business (Wal-Mart) more traffic more construction – too many housing 

development, larger homes 
Wal-Mart 

276. Big businesses like Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart 
277. Wal-Mart coming in. Wal-Mart 
278. Wal-mart, but it is good too… Wal-Mart 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
279. Wal-Mart more people moving here. Wal-Mart 
280. Wal-Mart  - will turn into Route 20 Wal-Mart 
281. Wal-Mart – threat.  Hoodlums come to Leicester. Wal-Mart 
282. I think the Wal-Mart is a big opportunity for Leicester because it will bring more 

business into the town. 
Wal-Mart 

283. Wal-Mart, Dunkin’ Donuts.  Corporate Wal-Mart 
284. The Town becoming busy from the Wal-Mart Wal-Mart 
285. Wal-Mart.  It is going to further commercialize the town and add to the already busy 

traffic.  However, it will add jobs. 
Wal-Mart 

286. Wal-Mart & commercialism – if not controlled!! Wal-Mart 
287. Big business!  The convenience of Wal-Mart is nice but I hope we don’t become as 

busy as Spencer with all those supermarkets and traffic.  Keep it a small, tight knit 
community � 

Wal-Mart 

288. I love that this town is growing – I’m proud to call Leicester my town and welcome all 
the changes.  I see Wal-Mart and other business that comes in as a way to better our 
town and help our residents.  The jobs for our town, and the easy access for everyone 
will be an asset later. 

Wal-Mart 

289. I feel the biggest opportunity is the coming businesses, i.e. Wal-Mart.  I feel if planned 
properly they could bring needed revenue to the town and it’s services, i.e. public 
safety, schools, highway, property taxes.  I am new to this town.  It feels just like my 
home town of Millbury.  I am very happy and comfortable here, and am proud to call 
Leicester home! 

Wal-Mart 

290. The biggest change is the Wal-Mart coming. Wal-Mart 
291. Biggest change is probably Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart 
292. Wal-Mart, it’s going to cause too much through traffic. Wal-Mart 
293. Wal-Mart, Route 9 Wal-Mart 
294. The new Wal-Mart is the biggest change / possibly a threat too, because it will bring a 

lot of traffic. 
Wal-Mart 

295. Wal-Mart coming into Leicester. Wal-Mart 
296. The biggest change is the new Wal-Mart and possibly Olive Garden. Wal-Mart 
297. It’s losing its small town feel with the inclusion of Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart 
298. Wal-Mart was a bad idea. Wal-Mart 
299. Wal-Mart (enough said). Wal-Mart 
300. Traffic.  Love the idea of Wal-Mart, Dunkin donuts.  Not crazy about the traffic that 

may come from them. 
Wal-Mart 

301. Allowing Wal-Mart in – now I believe the character of Leicester will change. Wal-Mart 
302. Wal-mart?! Keep all of those stores together near Wal-Mart.  Do not let them spread to 

other areas. 
Wal-Mart 

303. Wal-Mart—Worcester traffic—rubbish in the area.  Every other community is trying to 
keep Wal-Mart out.  Leicester made a mistake welcoming them. 

Wal-Mart 

304. Building of Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart 
305. Wal-Mart & other incoming places. Wal-Mart 
306. Wal-Mart & other incoming places. Wal-Mart 
307. I think Wal-Mart will change Leicester more than anyone expects. Wal-Mart 
308. The biggest change and threat to Leicester is Wal-Mart and Dunkin Donuts. Wal-Mart 
309. Wal-Mart because there going to make everything more packed, busier. Wal-Mart 
310. Wal-Mart because of too many people will be in Leicester now. Wal-Mart 
311. The biggest change is the chain stores being built like Wal-Mart and Dunkin Donuts. Wal-Mart 
312. I think Wal-Mart is threatening our character. Wal-Mart 
313. It would be a good change if you got rid of the Wal-Mart and made it town land. Wal-Mart 
314. The new Wal-Mart, which is a great opportunity. Wal-Mart 
315. Stupid companies that want to come in and loss of small town feel because of it (a.k.a. 

– Wal-Mart) 
Wal-Mart 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
316. The biggest change is getting a Dunkin Donuts and Wal-Mart in Leicester. Wal-Mart 
317. Loss of small businesses due to Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart 
318. Wal-Mart and too much building. Wal-Mart 
319. We’re getting a Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart 
320. I think that all this stuff like Wal-Mart, Olive Garden, IHOP, etc. is really ruining the 

feel of Leicester. 
Wal-Mart 

321. Wal-Mart and up coming businesses. Wal-Mart 
322. The biggest change is Wal-Mart.  I think that will be good for Leicester. Wal-Mart 
323. Wal-Mart and Duncan Donuts are an opportunity and threat to Leicester.  I liked 

Leicester because there was no franchise. 
Wal-Mart 

324. Biggest change is Wal-Mart! Wal-Mart 
325. Getting a Wal-Mart & Olive Garden!  No problem though. Wal-Mart 
326. Wal-Mart – over populated. Wal-Mart 
327. The new Wal-Mart.  It’s going to change Leicester drastically and not in a positive 

way. 
Wal-Mart 

328. The Route 9 work (Wal-Mart). Wal-Mart 
329. Wal-Mart = change (dah). Wal-Mart 
330. The biggest change facing Leicester’s character is Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart 
331. Over population of people (the new Dunkin Donuts & Super Wal-Mart) Wal-Mart 
332. I would say Wal-Mart………don’t know why but it is to me. Wal-Mart 
333. Change & opportunity – Wal-Mart.  Threat – no money for the schools. Wal-Mart 
334. So far, Wal-Mart being added is/will be the biggest change. Wal-Mart 
335. Route 9 East (Wal-Mart, etc.) Wal-Mart 
336. Too many stores, especially big chains like Wal-Mart.  Afraid of more francise stores 

like Burger-King, McDonalds, etc.  I don’t think they bring in enough tax revenue to 
justify huge growth of a commercial base.  I’m in favor of small, local business, rural 
character and not becoming another Auburn. 

Wal-Mart 

337. I think putting up the Wal-Mart is the biggest threat because it’s changing it’s 
character. 

Wal-Mart 

338. Population – new houses on small lots –commercial development – Wal-Mart & others 
like this. 

Wal-Mart 

339. Big threat is Wal-Mart, basically will ruin all small business in the area and put other 
competitors out of business. seems like a giant price to pay for some tax revenue the 
town will get. makes me think twice about raising a family in the community. 

Wal-Mart 

340. The new Walmart. If it's the only thing to come into town, we're in trouble as far as I'm 
concerned. We need to bring in a name restaurant - an Olive Garden or Macaroni Grill 
– that is an attractive, upscale place to eat, take friends, and spend an evening out. We 
don't need more Cumberland Farms or fast food joints - we need a nice place to get a 
good meal. Yes, there are small, family-run places that will always have a place in 
Leicester, but they don't bring people to the area for tourism/commerce, and don't add 
anything to our property values. 

Wal-Mart 

341. Walmart will be the biggest change. I think it will be good. Wal-Mart 
342. the biggest CHANGE is undoubtedly the arrival of Walmart. The greatest 

OPPORTUNITY may be large open spaces areas. The greatest THREAT may be 
poorly planned residential and commercial development fueling a traffic nightmare on 
route 9. 

Wal-Mart 

343. WalMart is the biggest threat to destroying the small town character to Leicester Wal-Mart 
344. The New Walmart IS the Biggest CHANGE, Opportunity & Treat to Leicesters 

Character! 
Wal-Mart 



Opportunity/Threat Category 
345. I am not happy Wal Mart is here. We could have used a grocery store or a CVS, but 

not a Wal-Mart. I am worried about the trucks Wal-mart will bring into town. They 
will get off the Mass Pike in Auburn and come via 56 to Rte 9 to make their deliveries 
and this is a super walmart, which means LOTS of trucks! This is really going to 
change the character of our town. I have lived in Auburn and it is loud, noisy, polluted, 
and has more crime than we have here. It is now a city with all the retail stores, and I 
hope this does not happen to Leicester. I would rather see my taxes go up than have 
more business. We should seize the opportunity now to protect our open space before 
it becomes too late. 

Wal-Mart 

346. Wal-Mart was a bad idea Wal-Mart 
 
 

17. Describe your ideal vision of Leicester in 10 years 
 

Note:  no responses from the online survey were provided. 
 
1. Leicester will be a small over-crowed Town.  Schools won’t be able to buy new books because of how much 

kids will be in school. 
2. I don’t know 
3. Just as it is 
4. There will hopefully be a lot more places like restaurants and stuff.  More shopping places. 
5. Store it’s areas & preserve them 
6. Over-populated 
7. Boring, but I like going to Worcester 
8. The same with maybe more places like a food place or store. 
9. Sports 
10. Developed as a place of town sm. And of very specific historic interests-to attract visitors to historic places 

and activities – with family areas in parks with picnic and activity areas. 
11. Cleaner streets.  More sidewalks. 
12. A healthy community with a strong representation of various age groups, good schools, a higher commercial 

tax base & tax rate, unified Town Department of Development & Inspectional Services, a golf course board 
that has transformed Hillcrest C.C. into a vibrant, thriving facility to be proud of and profitable. 

13. Better looking. 
14. Clean, and independent. 
15. The same small and simple. 
16. I don’t know. 
17. Much like Auburn. 
18. Nothing really. 
19. I see it as a small town still where everyone knows each other and it hasn’t developed.  I would like not to see 

people moving here. 
20. The same as it is now with less fees and more high school programs 
21. The same way it is now, maybe with a few restaurants and more historical sites. 
22. A little more industrialized.  More food places.  Maybe a mall. 
23. I hope it is still here. 
24. It’s going to be the same.  Somewhat, but with some stores and may something to do for the kids. 
25. Without Wal-mart and the strive for business.  The damage to the wildlife and farmland can not be undone.  I 

will not return to this town because of it. 
26. Blank 
27. A little more commercialized like Applebees, more convenience then going to Worcester or Auburn. 
28. Leicester will probably be cleaner. 
29. To stay basically the same 



30. Poor 
31. More popular 
32. More houses, no rec activities, less wildlife, and possibly more gang activities. 
33. Has a few restaurants, more stores, more people. 
34. I think we will be a larger town with more businesses and a larger population. 
35. A place I can come back to but it’s still a small little town with nice people. 
36. A nice town with more entertainment. 
37. More stores, restaurants, places to go 
38. Don’t know 
39. It was ideal 20 years ago.  I see it becoming overcrowded with a big crime increase. 
40. A little more developed but still preserved.  I honestly am looking forward to using new Wal-Mart in town – 

really miss Valley market.  I think the town and Wal-Mart did a nice job can barely see it from road. 
41. Needs more industry to supplement taxes/fees. 
42. Hope that Leicester remains quaint and quiet. 
43. Still having a nice country setting 
44. More recreation area for kids.  Open up the parks for swimming in the center. 
45. Small country store 
46. That we could keep the kids off the streets through recreation 
47. Still a “small” feel community.  I don’t want it to get too built up (i.e. Auburn).  Again – there are too many 

neighborhoods being built and taking away our woods, etc. 
48. I would like Leicester to be a town and not looked at an extension of Worcester.  I would like it to keep it’s 

small town community feel. 
49. Demograpically more diverse. 
50. My vision is not ideal.  I see Leicester as a beautiful country town, but now being built up with too many 

subsidies housing complexes and no place be known it’s beautiful woods & wildlife. 
51. I would love Leicester to become a quaint town with industry where it makes sense (Rte 9 or Rte 56).  I 

would love to see the Town Common area and all historical areas preserved and the rural areas maintained for 
both visual and preservation purposes. 

52. Ideally, Rte. 9 West would have some minor development with Wal-Mart but o/w I would hope the 
townspeople would be willing to pay higher taxes, as I am, to conserve our open space. 

53. Route 9 leading into Leicester gets cleaned up.  Trashy looking.  I would like to see the mills cleaned up and 
the roads be neater, and people take more pride in their properties.  I would also love to see an access road be 
build somewhere to get to the Mass. Pike quicker.  There is no easy in & out to Leicester really. 

54. A beautiful & heartwarming community.  A super fantastic community. 
55. Not like Worcester or other busy cities.  A beautiful & heartwarming community. 
56. Not more populated/just like Worcester 
57. What is not my ideal vision:  much more crowded with a big strip of stores on Route 9 
58. Not like Worcester 
59. It would not be crowded or highly populated, and not resemble Worcester. 
60. A beautiful & heartwarming community. 
61. A well developed town 
62. Wal-Mart 
63. Amazing 
64. The Jetson’s kids!  With lots of dawgsss (hot dawggs with mustard, ketchup, splash onions) 
65. I like the course it is taking now. 
66. Ghetto. 
67. Haven’t been here last 10 years. 
68. Wal-Mart 
69. A safe community that offers diverse opportunities for all residents. 
70. I would like to see 2 new schools to replace Middle School and Memorial School.  New recreational fields 

and a community park – A few more restaurants. 
71. Connector off of Mass Pike at Oxford-Leicester line allowing more growth along Rte. 56 instead of 

overcrowding Rte. 9 or Worcester Access Road through Leicester for easy access to highway system with 
growth and business along this road instead of Rte. 9. 

72. Hopefully prospering, yet still quaint. 



73. Safe environment.  More businesses to help with taxes.  Limit housing where open space is lost.  Recreation 
for all ages not just families who are sports oriented.  Children need to learn lifetime healthy recreation 
activities. 

74. Fewer people, fewer houses, fewer cars, fewer cops.  Purer water, purer air. 
75. Middle-class top notch education not to be driven out by super rich and high taxes. 
76. Walking/hiking trails/More businesses/not as large as Wal-mart to take away some tax relief.  All sports 

teams etec. To be able to uses current facilities (schools) more. 
77. A strong & highly regarded school system providing a great education program as well as many sports – 

more businesses on the Route 56 area & preservation of as much of the current open & undeveloped land still 
around as possible. 

78. More retail & restaurants 
79. To remain a small quiet community. 
80. Cost less for property.  School system expanded, parks developed. 
81. The same with more recreational facilities. 
82. The same as it is now. 
83. Hopefully, the same.  I hope no more businesses like Wal-Mart are here. 
84. That the wildlife is going away. 
85. Nicer roads (country).  Fewer houses built.  Smaller classrooms.  More community involvement.  Future 

generations return with a quality education and become involved in town politics, schoos, activities, etc. 
86. Hopefully, the same as it is now. 
87. A industrialized city 
88. Tennis courts, public pools, skate parks, more teams/clubs 
89. I don’t know 
90. Rural town with a few businesses. 
91. Bigger population 
92. A busy city. 
93. Neat not rundown. 
94. Leicester is a little town and is boring because it has nothing to do for kids or teens. 
95. Unfortunately, it will be totally developed by houses. 
96. Over populated/crowded 
97. Better than now cause of right now, the society is awful. 
98. Worcester 
99. I would have more stores & stuff seeing it has nothing. 
100. Wonderful. 
101. Definitely more stores and a much bigger population and we won’t have to worry about finances. 
102. Developing into a mini-Worcester 
103. My ideal vision is to see it close to what it is today. 
104. I think it should look the same with some roads improved and more things/activities to do. 
105. I think that Leicester will begin to turn into a city because of the new shops and Wal-Mart in town. 
106. Soccer fields and use of the golf fields our parents had to pay taxes for. 
107. A place where my kids would be safe and happy to live in. 
108. As long as it doesn’t turn into a town full of development stores and the forests are still intact, I’ll be Better 

sports fields. 
109. okay with whatever happens. 
110. Wal-Mart and I’m sure other big businesses but that’s not what I want.  The way things are now calm & 

quiet. 
111. Expanded high school sports & recreation. 
112. My ideal is vision of Leicester in ten years is to be something like the town of Auburn.  I choose Auburn 

because they are a local town that has expanded over the past ten years. 
113. Floating cars. 
114. A nice clean town with a lot of friendly people. 
115. More population. 
116. Bigger population. 
117. See a real movie theater get rid of the drive-in.  More restaurants to eat in.  A mall. 
118. Looking more old fashion if anyone knows Gilmore Girls the town they live in Stars Hollow exactly like that. 
119. ATV’s allowed and map of trails.  Super Wal-Mart. 



120. I have no clue. 
121. Bigger & cleaner 
122. Historical character preserved.  Library renovated (expanded, with additional funding).  Expanded recreation 

areas described.  School system still going strong, with instruction a continuing focus and expanded 
administration (curriculum coordinator). 

123. Pretty 
124. A smaller Worcester 
125. I think it will be a little more commercialized, however it will probably be the same. 
126. Burger King Palace. 
127. No Wal-Mart.  I want Olive Garden! 
128. I think in ten years Leicester should have more business’ in it. 
129. Peaceful. 
130. Wal-Mart, Dunkin’ Donuts.  Corporate 
131. Small community. 
132. Leicester in ten years should be viewed as a farm town and a historic location.  It should not be ruined by 

corporations such as Wal-Mart. 
133. Still has a drive-in and the place next to it turns into a 50s diner 
134. Bigger, a city. 
135. Better schools, parks, diversity. 
136. Wal-Mart 
137. To be where we are somewhat not more large stores, just a town houses & all. 
138. Don’t have one. 
139. Way it is now. 
140. Still a quiet, peaceful town. 
141. To be a big town. 
142. Still a small rural Town. 
143. Nice town like Auburn 
144. Not more houses, but more town-based recreational areas.  Maybe more businesses. 
145. No idea. 
146. Just like every city. 
147. Have some fastfood restaurant! Popular retail store/a mall/something fun! 
148. My ideal vision is a Town with the same look and feel with a better budget and maybe a few more Mom and 

Pop stores. 
149. Very natural, making money, a good place to live & a great place to settle down & raise a family. 
150. Small Town farmland.  Countryesque. 
151. Not to change the historic character of the town too much. 
152. Actually zoned town where commercial areas are accessible but distinctly separate from residential areas. 
153. I work in Westborough and believe that6 should be our model.  Their zoning has kept commercial interest out 

of residential areas which has maintained a small town feel.  Let’s attract commercial business and keep a 
small town atmosphere. 

154. To be a fine town.  Don’t it to look like Worcester (it’s a small town). 
155. Not too much change, just dressed up and maybe a few more residents. 
156. Control growth. 
157. Having Hillcrest landn being a park.  A huge community center offering indoor/outdoor swimming – sports – 

socials, etc. – great for people of all ages – encourage a sense of community. 
158. Keep it the same.  No more higher taxes. 
159. For me, in my town to be able to purchase and support my town with grocery shopping, prescriptions, 

household necessities, repairs.  I guess I see more businesses and revenues coming to the town to help with 
the improvements to the town.  (A new Fire Station for Engine 1). 

160. I wish to see areas in Town that are either under developed or not developed to become more developed for 
the bettering of the community.  I would like to see a new fire station with ample access/parking.  I would 
like to see the town asl any and all of the new businesses to assist in helping offset the cost of these 
improvements instead of just relying on the taxpayers to foot the entire cost. 

161. Wal-Mart 
162. Really nice fields for sports, rich nice houses. 



163. I honestly don’t know, I hope there is something to entertain kids, because right now, there is nothing to do in 
Leicester.  Mall—Auburn; Ice Skating—Auburn; bowling—Spencer; Movies—Millbury; etc.  We need 
something. 

164. Cleaner, safer, better. 
165. Still a small town. 
166. I don’t know.(4) 
167. GAY! 
168. Not greatly different than it is today. 
169. More to do. 
170. Like a city. 
171. Stores everywhere. 
172. A little city out of Worcester. 
173. Not bad. 
174. North Brookfield. 
175. My ideal vision is how it is now with better sports facilities at the high school. 
176. I really don’t have one. 
177. A lot of fun things like B-Ball, Driving Range, indoor B-Ball. 
178. Me not being here. 
179. Movie Theater and bowling.  Something fun for kids like that. 
180. Still small town, tight knit like today, some commercial, with reasonable oversight & planning.  Reasonable 7 

well planned increases in housing developments. 
181. More recreational opportunities for the whole family as well as a nice mix of small/big companies.  Perhaps 

some nice restaurant choices as well. 
182. No more large businesses; being so close to Route 9 very concerned about traffic/crime that will effect our 

town. 
183. Staying the way it is, nice & quiet. 
184. Leicester 25 years ago! 
185. Better recycling, more money spent on the schools instead of cutting programs and teachers every year. 
186. The same with a few more retail spaces. 
187. More walking/biking trails. 
188. The way it is now, I don’t want it to change. 
189. I’ll most likely move out of town when I finish high school. 
190. In ten years Leicester is developed with more activities and easy access to stores nearby, but the same 

atmosphere and amount of people are in town. 
191. Similar to how it is now, more business. 
192. It still remains un-crowded but there is a bigger diversity in the population. 
193. Places to go, more activities to take part in. 
194. Mostly the same as now 
195. Stays the same without Wal-Mart. 
196. Commercial zone on Route 9 West will have grown & been developed.  Rest of Leicester will remain 

preserved.  Hillcrest land has been developed into a multi-purpose recreational area. 
197. The right mix of bedroom community and commercialization. 
198. To still have the country type atmosphere – that is the reason we moved here. 
199. Small town atmosphere—not over built with homes & businesses. 
200. Hoping that Leicester will never loose its community involvement and that we all work together for the 

betterment of our population and future generations – lets take care of Mother Earth!! Hooray for recycling, 
wild life, nature and clean water. 

201. The same 5-years ago. 
202. Same small town charm. 
203. Middle class with great schools lots of places to play. 
204. Family oriented, fun, clean, maintaining historical charm. 
205. Too much construction.  It seems all the woodland are bought & furnished with new homes.  I think it’s out 

of control.  There are already enough houses for sale with people wanting to leave this quiet town. 
206. Preserved wildlife refuges, safe water, parks to visit for adults & kids, preserved/restored historical 

buildings/sites.  Also, the paper mill that’s abandoned & condemned to be restored & used. 
207. Route 9 will be overcrowded with big stores developing off of it. 



208. n/a 
209. It would be nice to see same areas along Route 9 become more attractive. 
210. Unsure. 
211. A traffic nightmare! 
212. A quaint town that has a nice mix of business to help support the town while keeping our open space and 

farm lands in tact. 
213. More business development on Route 56 & Route 9W while keeping our “small town” feel. 
214. Hopefully before…A huge piece of land (Hillcrest C.C.) made into fields for soccer and baseball that are 

mowed and kept up and that we can be proud of for visiting towns to play at.  No more big business! Such as 
Wal-Mart! 

215. Low taxes and Hillcrest Golfing and good clean water. 
216. Clean up Main Street. 
217. Small New England town with large lots (2+ acres) farm space & historic preservation. 
218. More businesses to help with town revenue and our relying on the State for funds. 
219. Would like more community events – Would like more business to move to town – Would like more useable 

(maintained) recreation areas. 
220. Make a more family orientated town with activities for the youth, i.e., walking paths, wild like habitats. 
221. Better budget for schools.  Art, music and gym are important to education.  Mapped trails that are safe would 

be nice.  Better maintained courts would be nice. 
222. Wal-Mart burns down & there is no more growth. 
223. Still a SAFE PLACE to bring up children. 
224. Controlled change. 
225. It’s probably too late, but I’d like to see Leicester remain as rural as possible and not become over whelmed 

by Worcester’s suburban sprawl.  Becoming another Auburn or Shrewsbury, big box stores, traffic, noise, 
light and air pollution do not add to the quality of life. 

226. I would like to see Leicester retain some of its rural character. 
227. Employment opportunities – volunteer opportunities. 
228. Same. (2) 
229. It won’t change any. 
230. Expanded and crowded. 
231. Move - people - traveling through businesses. 
232. More restaurants and stores. 
233. More stores and things to do. 
234. Better sport teams, bigger town. 
235. It will eventually have more a population in the future as I can see as if right now. 
236. I won’t be here :☺ 
237. I won’t be here in 10-years, so I don’t care. 
238. To still be a safe place to grow up. 
239. It has grown a lot. 
240. It will be the same. 
241. It will grow a lot and expand. 
242. I won’t be here but I expect there to be more houses and traffic because of  
243. Wal-Mart coming to town. 
244. Flying cars and pigs – metal and glass houses – a mall – 17 liquor stores and a Cumberland Farms. 
245. It’d be nice to remain the same, maybe more appreciated. 
246. I don’t think Leicester should expand too much.  It’s getting too big as it is. 
247. Still community oriented by with more things to do. 
248. I hope in ten years they clean up the center of town and that not too many businesses are here. 
249. It has gotten worse & I believe will get worse unless someone does something about it. 
250. I would like to see it as a small city that’s prosperous. 
251. The same.(5) 
252. No Wal-Mart, no Dunkin Donuts, a local grocery store, bike trails, playgrounds, better schools. 
253. With more money and more things to do. 
254. Cool and the same. 
255. The same with more stores. 
256. Better groomed. 



257. I think it’s going to be like Auburn. 
258. No bad things going on and a lot of recreational events going on. 
259. A few more businesses, less new houses, recreational fields with lights.  Bike/walking trails – lower taxes. 
260. Ghetto Leicester. (diagram on form) 
261. To stay a small safe town. 
262. In 10-years I hope it’s the same as it is now, but the drive-ins will be open. 
263. Still boring little town.  
264. Drive-ins to be open. 
265. More attractions, more things to do. 
266. More stores open - drive-ins re-opened - still have forest. 
267. No big chain stores – small mom & pop stores – small town. 
268. Small – not building anymore houses, scenic, with woods & flowers everywhere and bigger schools. 
269. A flourishing close-knit community. 
270. With a nice basketball court somewhere. 
271. Over populated, small city like, lots of stores, may mall, full of trash, more corruption and raised crime rate. 
272. Expanded parks and more sports. 
273. I WOULD LIKE Leicester to retain its small town feel.  Business to an extent, are fine, but we need to stop 

putting up houses.  It should be a place that we are proud to line in.  We should never, ever get rid of Hotdog 
Annie’s or the drive-in, they are our traditions.  But we also need things the new generation can be proud of. 

274. Better control over houses being built; better planning over Route 9 West development; preservation of 
buildings on Main Street (houses, public library, etc.) 

275. Fun. 
276. No Wal-Mart or IHOP. 
277. More industry  ex  fast food & more stores. 
278. Three Taco Bells and a Burger King. 
279. More populated and a bigger town. 
280. NO Wal-Mart – KEEP THE DRIVE-IN*. 
281. Wal-Mart-less. 
282. Country town. 
283. Like it is now, minus Wal-Mart. 
284. I don’t know somewhere quiet yet fun and enjoyable to live in. 
285. Still a small town, relatively un-commercialized. 
286. Still the same.  A small town with nice people in it. 
287. Leicester Should become bigger with businesses and has more to do.  People should know about it. 
288. McDonald’s. 
289. Mall of America II. 
290. Nice sports fields / facilities (recreational). 
291. My ideal vision of Leicester is just the way it is improved areas and a lot more places to go. 
292. Mall of America! 
293. I’m not going to be here. 
294. Like Auburn. 
295. More advanced. 
296. I hate it, it isn’t fun. 
297. Death. 
298. Stupid. 
299. I imagine it to have large fields and trails with some stores to keep it going. 
300. It will be just as boring as it is now. 
301. Quit cutting school budgets. 
302. Like it is now with lower taxes. 
303. The same as it is now. 
304. Less strict cops. 
305. Restaurants and businesses. 
306. Quiet, but not too quiet.  Kids having fun but doing it safely.  Please consider helping the kids, because I am 

one and I want the future of Leicester to be a beautiful one, because we made it that way. 
307. I wish it stayed the same, but it seems to be changing where more buildings are built, I want to see volleyball 

put in. 



308. Poor, poor town, because no one wants to pay all that money.  Lots of traffic, because of the Wal-Mart. 
309. A little town with a lot of people. 
310. Umm, I don’t know, you tell me…..hopefully better to hang out. 
311. ? (3) 
312. A small town that everyone knows everyone else. 
313. Less houses. 
314. No trash, less drug addicts, less smokers / drunks.  No homeless people. 
315. Am not going to be here in ten years. 
316. Part of Worcester. 
317. Thug life. 
318. Too many people. 
319. Same Leicester it is today, maybe less drugs and violence, but I would like it the way it is now. 
320. Me moved out of it. 
321. Same as today, maybe more placed and things to do. 
322. Cleaner, fewer people, less developed (tons of housing). 
323. In ten years I’d like Leicester to not be much different.  Not too many people, everyone knows everyone.  No 

other stores or shops than what there is. 
324. Lots of stores. 
325. Probably be like Auburn. 
326. It will be suckier than now. 
327. Little loving town would be awesome. 
328. I think that in 10-years, Leicester is going to be crowded and dirty.  I think this way because of the Wal-Mart 

that they are building.  It will cause a lot more traffic and more people; therefore it will get dirty and polluted. 
329. In ten years I’ll be out of Leicester. 
330. I think that Leicester should have a lot more attractions than it does. 
331. Like Auburn. 
332. Still maintained (presentable) and has a lot of business places such as a supermarket, fast food places and 

parks that are well maintained, unlike Community Field. 
333. Just the way it is. 
334. A town that looks like a 3rd world country. 
335. I’m not sure. 
336. To have a McDonalds. 
337. Clean, fun place to live. 
338. It does look like Worcester. 
339. Nice, still quiet, busier.  
340. Less woods, more houses. 
341. I think it will be about the same, maybe a little different, hopefully better streets. 
342. Streets paved good. 
343. Too loud, crowded, no scenic routes.  
344. Like Worcester.(2) 
345. A big dump. 
346. Bigger & more populated. 
347. The same as it is right now minus Wal-Mart and any other new stores. 
348. Controlled by me, I will make all decisions & Leicester will be perfect & everyone will know that it exists; 

from Leicester I will rule the world. 
349. Keep it the way it is. 
350. That Leicester will turn into a town based upon the Jacobin Principles: (something written in Latin on the 

form) 
351. Larger, more populated. 
352. It will have some money. 
353. It will have some money. 
354. I have no clue. 
355. Wal-Marts on every road. 
356. Still a small town trying to get bigger. 
357. Auburn/. 
358. A beautiful & heart warming community. 



359. Not any more housing development! 
360. Empty. 
361. I like Leicester the way it is. 
362. New sports facilities, more trails. 
363. I hope that Leicester will grow and flourish because of business, but pay attention to the environment and the 

wildlife. 
364. I don’t think it will change much. 
365. Better town leaders. 
366. Same as now except for Main Street will be half the size it needs to be. 
367. As it is now. 
368. New sports facilities. 
369. More organized. 
370. Dirt bike trails and indoor basketball. 
371. Not very exciting. 
372. Less houses, more wildlife. 
373. Better economy. 
374. 1) Community working together; 2) communication of town resources; 3) Schools communicate between 

themselves (we all know activities @ Middle School, etc.); 4) Affordable. 
375. City, mad people. 
376. A very safe and useful environment. 
377. I can’t imagine myself in 10-years, sorry. 
378. Small town, with small houses, & small families, the school will need to be upgraded because the attending 

population will grow. 
379. Well it’s going to be like Worcester in 10-years.  I wish it was just the quiet little suburb it was 5-years ago. 
380. More business, but family owned and not chains. 
381. Leicester seems like a boring, calm town, elders may like living here, but younger adults wouldn’t. 
382. A lot of shops near Wal-Mart. 
383. With a gym in the town center that has a pool. 
384. A pool and gym. 
385. Good football team on top of Spencer. 
386. A little quiet town that no one goes to. 
387. More recreation and fun things to do. 
388. Stronger community with the town and local neighborhoods. 
389. A town that still can maintain it’s colonial/rural character. 
390. About the same, old town character. 
391. The same with a few more retail spaces. 
392. More children’s activities. 
393. Small town; modest homes; rural character; open spaces to see and enjoy; more agriculture and less chain 

stores. 
394. I would like to see small businesses in each Village Center – eateries; useful shops (food, hardware, etc.); 

retaining older neighborhoods with their smaller, affordable homes; retaining our rural neighborhood roads.  
Not widening them & encouraging high speeds & commuter traffic (keep high speed traffic only on roads that 
do not penetrate neighborhoods).  Add safe walking areas along roads.  Protect watersheds & ponds.  
Encourage landowners to subscribe to sustainable forest harvest to retain woodlands & wildlife habitat.  
Promote local farms for local foods & land conservation. 

395. More Activities for the children of Leicester. 
396. The coolest place to be! 
397. A town where others come to because we have something they don’t.  Have tournaments here. 
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Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program

  North Drive, Route 135, Westborough, MA 01581  Tel: (508) 389-6360  Fax: (508) 389-7891

  www.nhesp.org

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Wayne F. MacCallum, Director

March 1, 2007

Priscilla Miner and Annie Scott
Conway School of Landscape Design

Re: Open Space Plan; 98-3404
Town of Leicester

Dear Ms Miner and Ms Scott:

Thank you for contacting the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program regarding the 
Open Space Plan for the Town of Leicester. We are providing information on the rare species 
and ecologically significant natural communities that we have documented in the town.

Enclosed is a list from our database of all rare species currently known to occur or to have 
occurred in Leicester. As you already know, Fact Sheets describing many of the species and 
their habitats are on our website at http://www.nhesp.org . Any species with a most recent 
observation date within the past 25 years is considered to be current. In addition to the species 
list on our website, a plant, Great Laurel, was found recently in the town,, and part of the habitat 
of Eastern Box turtles is in Leicester. The Eastern box turtle is a habitat generalist, often found 
in oak forests, that like many turtles nests in open sandy areas. Wood Turtles favor streams and 
adjacent wetlands. The two birds on the town list are grassland species that are often found 
around airports. The Triangle Floater is a species of freshwater mussel that needs good water 
conditions to maintain healthy populations. Leicester has an occurrence of an Inland Atlantic 
White Cedar Swamp, a priority type of natural community: (I quote from our 1998 letter for the 
OSP) “Atlantic White Cedar is uncommon this far inland, and seldom grows mixed with black 
spruce and hemlock as it does in this site.  This wetland contains several other species that, 
while not state-protected, are uncommon at this elevation, such as sweet pepper bush and black 
ash. The most important way to protect this plant community and its constituent species is to 
protect the water regime that maintains it. Also important is the relatively large size of this and 
other wetlands.” I enclose a community fact sheet that we haven’t gotten onto the website yet. 
More detailed descriptions of community types from the Classification of Natural Communities  
of Massachusetts are available on our website, under Natural Communities. Also enclosed are a 
couple of maps showing locations of Priority Natural Community occurrences and possible 
Primary Forest, and Potential Vernal Pools.

Leicester is in an ecological area known as the Lower Worcester Plateau Ecoregion (US Forest 
Service Ecoregion, DFW Land Association), which is part of the Eastern Broadleaf forest 
Province, southern New England Coastal Hills and Plain Section. “The region is considered a 
glaciated plain, with open high hills and elevations ranging from about 200-1350 feet. Soil types 
are predominantly sandy till, with deposits of sand/gravel/silt in the valleys. Precipitation 
averages 44 inches per year with a mean annual temperature of 48oF and a 156-day growing 
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season. Water resources are abundant. Based on climatic and physiographic characteristics, 
potential vegetation types in the LWP include hemlock-white pine-oak, maple-birch-beech and 
red oak-hardwood associations. The ecoregion lies within the transition zone between the 
Northern Hardwoods and the Central Hardwoods general forest types.” (LWP text from the 
LWP Forest management plan on the EOEA website, from p. 1 in the Executive Summary,, the 
main document has more, p. 8-11, http://www.mass.gov/envir/forest/lowerWorcester.htm .)

Leicester has many probable vernal pools (Potential Vernal Pools, PVPs) identified through 
interpreting aerial photographs, available as a datalayer from MassGIS at 
http://www.mass.gov/mgis/pvp.htm) , and two certified vernal pools. Certifying the PVPs 
would provide more protection to these wetlands and the species that use them. There are 
several clusters of PVPs, which provide extra habitat value for the species that use them since 
each pool is somewhat different and provides alternate habitats in different years and seasons. 
A cluster that is also on likely primary forest (described below) just southeast of town owned 
land labeled on the enclosed map is likely to be particularly important for biodiversity. As 
identified in MassGIS, some of the land included in the Cherry Valley and Rochedale Water 
district is in the primary forest areas. Adjacent lands that are primary forest with PVPs would 
make particularly good acquisitions for protecting the biodiversity of the town. 
Leicester is one of the towns with maps showing areas forested in the 1830s, areas of possible 
Primary Forest, untilled woodlots and wooded pastures. Such lands have greater biodiversity 
than areas that have been tilled. These are not Old Growth, they have been harvested and 
pastured, but the ground may not have been tilled. Harvard Forest digitized maps from the 
1830s that the Massachusetts legislature mandated that the towns make. Leicester’s map exists 
and shows areas that were forested in the 1830s. NHESP GIS staff took those data and 
combined them with information from MassGIS’ landcover datalayer made from 1999 aerial 
photos. Although a great deal will have gone on in those areas in the time between the map 
dates, some areas that were forested in both times won’t ever have been tilled. Surveys of the 
soil structure in the individual sites are necessary to determine whether those sites are primary 
forest. The importance of primary forest is that such sites retain more native biodiversity than 
sites that have been tilled: soil fauna and flora, microorganisms and plants that reproduce 
primarily vegetatively contribute to the higher biodiversity. In addition, a variety of species of 
wildflowers are more common in untilled forests than previously tilled lands. The areas of 
1830s forest on private land would be good targets for conservation acquisition to maintain the 
biodiversity of the town and region. The Harvard Forest website contains information on the 
1830s forest datalayer and copies of papers with discussion of the information. 
http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/data/p01/hf014/1830readme.html 
Harvard Forest. 2002. 1830 Map Project. Harvard Forest Archives, Petersham, MA. 

Hall, B., G. Motzkin, D. R. Foster, M. Syfert, and J. Burk. 2002. Three hundred years of forest 
and land-use change in Massachusetts, USA. Journal of Biogeography 129: 1319-1135. 

I encourage you to download a copy of the report on BioMap and Living Waters Core Areas for 
Leicester from the NHESP website at 
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhtwnreports.htm . BioMap and Living Waters cores 
were produced by NHESP to identify the areas of most importance for biodiversity: they are 
based on known locations of rare species and uncommon natural communities, and incorporate 
the habitats needed by rare species to maintain the local populations. BioMap focused on 
species of uplands and wetlands; Living Waters focused on aquatic species. Large 
unfragmented conservation land provides the best opportunities to maintain populations of 
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species and limit further species loss from the town. Land protection by towns that ties in with 
open space in other towns, and other protected open space, public or private is one way to 
provide important large areas of biodiversity protection. BioMap and Living Waters polygons 
are also available from MassGIS at http://www.mass.gov/mgis/biocore.htm and 
http://www.mass.gov/mgis/lwcore.htm   

Just to differentiate the BioMap and Living Waters core areas from the following Priority and 
Estimated Habitats: BioMap and Living Waters core areas identify areas particularly important 
for conservation planning purposes. Priority and Estimated Habitats are regulatory.

The NHESP produces maps for use under the Wetlands Protection Act (Estimated Habitat 
maps, provided to the Conservation Commission and shown in reduced form in the Natural 
Heritage Atlas, and the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (also in the Natural Heritage 
Atlas). These data layers are also available from MassGIS, requiring access to some form of 
GIS to view them, at http://www.mass.gov/mgis/wethab.htm and 
http://www.mass.gov/mgis/prihab.htm. These two sets of maps are created for regulatory use. 
Estimated Habitats are a complete subset of Priority Habitats that focus on habitat of rare 
wetlands wildlife. Priority Habitats are drawn for all rare species. Early planning and review of 
development projects under the Wetlands Protection Act regulations and Endangered Species 
Act does play a very positive role in protecting rare species habitats. Town commissions and 
boards are encouraged to request the assistance of the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species 
Program in reviewing any project proposed in the habitat areas of the regulatory areas of the 
maps in the Natural Heritage Atlas. 

Management and monitoring of conservation lands become important as acquisition and 
protection are accomplished. All wetlands particularly need to maintain their natural water 
regime, including normal fluctuations and connections with the uplands and other wetlands. 
Water quantity and quality are ongoing issues for wetlands. Another aspect of managing 
conservation lands that is important in many areas is controlling invasive non-native species 
that alter the habitat and occupy space that native species would otherwise use. We strongly 
recommend monitoring conservation land, and removing non-native species before they become 
a problem and impact native species.

Please note that this evaluation is based on the most recent information available in the Natural 
Heritage database, which is constantly being expanded and updated through ongoing research 
and inventory. Should new rare species information become available, this evaluation may need 
to be reconsidered. 

Please do not hesitate to call me at (508) 389-6352 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

Patricia C. Swain, Ph.D.
Ecologist

cc:  Melissa Cryan, EOEA
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DESCRIPTION:  The Wood Turtle is a medium-sized 
turtle that can be recognized by its sculpted shell and 
orange coloration on the legs and neck. The carapace 
(upper shell) is rough and each scale (scute) rises 
upwards in an irregular pyramid of grooves and ridges. 
The carapace is tan, grayish-brown or brown with a 
pattern of black or yellow lines on the larger scutes and 
has a central ridge. The plastron (lower shell) is yellow 
with oblong dark patches on the outer, posterior corner 
of each scute. The head is black, but may be speckled 
with faint yellow dots. The legs and neck can have 
orange to reddish coloration. Hatchlings have a dull-
colored shell that is broad and low, a tail that is almost as 
long as their carapace and they lack orange coloration on 
the neck and legs. The best distinguishing characteristics 
of a male is their concave plastron, thick tail, long front 
claws, and a wider and more robust head than females. 
 
SIMILAR SPECIES:  The habitat of the Eastern Box 
Turtle (Terrapene carolina) and the Blanding’s Turtle 
(Emydoidea blandingii) may overlap that of the Wood 
Turtle, but neither has the Wood Turtle’s pyramidal shell 
segments.  Unlike the Wood Turtle, the Box and 
Blanding’s Turtle have hinged plastrons into which they 
can withdraw or partially withdraw if threatened.  The 
Northern Diamond-backed Terrapin (Malaclemys 
terrapin) has a shell similar to that of the Wood Turtle. 
However, its skin is grey and it lives only near brackish 
water, which the Wood Turtle avoids. 
 
RANGE:  The Wood Turtle can be found throughout 
New England, north to Nova Scotia, west to eastern 
Minnesota, and south to northern Virginia.  The Wood 
Turtle appears to be widespread in Massachusetts.  
However, it should be kept in mind that little is known 
about the status of local populations associated with the 
majority of these sightings. Most of the towns have 
fewer than 5 known occurrences. 

 
 
 

Wood Turtle 
Glyptemys insculpta 

 
State Status: Species of Special Concern 

Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 
Route 135, Westborough, MA 01581 

tel:  (508) 792-7270 ext. 200;  fax:  (508) 792-7821 
 www.nhesp.org 

Federal Status: None 
 

 
 Photo by Mike Jones 

 
HABITAT IN MASSACHUSETTS:  The preferred 
habitat of the Wood Turtle is riparian areas. Slower 
moving mid-sized streams are favored, with sandy 
bottoms and heavily vegetated stream banks.  The stream 
bottom and muddy banks provide hibernating sites for 
overwintering, and open areas with sand or gravel 
substrate near the streams edge are used for nesting.  
Wood Turtles spend most of the spring and summer in 
mixed, deciduous forests, riparian wetlands including wet 
meadows, bogs, and beaver ponds, and hay fields.  Then 
they return to the streams in late summer or early fall to 
and overwinter.  
 

  
 

Distribution in Massachusetts 
1980 - 2006 

Based on records in Natural Heritage Database 
 

 
 



LIFE CYCLE & BEHAVIOR:  The Wood Turtle leads 
a rather solitary life and they are usually observed alone. 
It typically spends the winter in flowing rivers and 
perennial streams.  Full-time submersion in the water 
begins in November, once freezing occurs regularly 
overnight, and continues until temperatures begin to 
increase in spring. With head and limbs tucked in under 
the carapace and tail extended, it lies next to submerged 
and anchored stumps and logs on the sides of the stream 
away from the main current. It also may hibernate in 
large groups in community burrows in muddy banks, 
stream bottoms, deep pools, decaying forest vegetation, 
and abandoned muskrat burrows.   
 
The Wood Turtle may make underwater movements in 
the stream during the winter; however, extended periods 
of activity and emergence from the water do not occur 
until mid-March to early April. Wood Turtles are active 
during the day and are usually encountered within a few 
hundred meters from the stream banks.  They have 
relatively linear home ranges that can be ½ a mile in 
length in Massachusetts (M. Jones, unpubl data).  They 
will use emergent logs or grassy, sandy and muddy 
banks to soak up the spring sun. Wood Turtles are 
opportunistic omnivores; their diet consists of both plant 
and animal matter that is consumed on land and in the 
water.  The Wood Turtle occationaly exhibits an unusual 
feeding behavior referred to as “stomping.”  In its search 
for food, this species will stomp on the ground 
alternating its front feet, creating vibrations in the 
ground resembling rainfall.  Earthworms, responding, 
rise to the ground’s surface to keep from drowning.  
Instead of rain, the earthworm is met by the Wood 
Turtle, and is promptly devoured. 
 
Although the peaks in mating activity occur in the spring 
and fall, Wood Turtles are known to mate throughout 
their activity period. Males have been observed 
exhibiting aggressive behavior such as chasing, biting, 
and butting both during the mating season and at other 
times.  A courtship ritual “dance” typically takes place at 
the edge of a stream or brook for several hours prior to 
mating.  The dance involves the male and female 
approaching each other slowly with necks extended and 
their heads up.  Before they actually touch noses, they 
lower their heads and swing them from side to side.  
Copulation usually takes place within the water. 
Courting adults may produce a very subdued whistle that 
is rarely heard by observers.  Mating may occur multiple 
times over the course of the active season with different 
individuals.  
 
 
 

     Female Wood Turtles lay one clutch a year and 
females will often congregate in a good nesting area. 
Clutch size in Massachusetts averages 7 eggs (Jones, 
2004, pers. comm.). Nesting sites may be a limited 
resource for Wood Turtles. In Massachusetts, nesting 
occurs over a four-week period, primarily in June. 
Females are known to travel long distances in search of 
appropriate nesting habitat. Once they have arrived at a 
suitable nesting area, there may be multiple nesting 
attempts or false nests that occur over the course of 
several days, prior to laying eggs.   
 
Hatchling emergence occurs from August through 
September.  The life span of the adult Wood Turtle is 
easily 46 years and may reach as much as 100 years. 
 
 

ACTIVE PERIOD 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

                          
 
 
 

THREATS:  Population decline of this species has been 
caused by development of wooded stream banks, 
roadway casualties, hay-mowing operations, pollution of 
streams, unnatural increase in populations of predators 
(such as raccoons and skunks) due to human presence, 
and commercial and incidental collection of specimens 
for pets.  Hatchling and juvenile survival is very low and 
the time to sexual maturity is long.  These characteristics 
are compensated by adults being long-lived and 
reproducing many times.  Therefore adult survivorship 
needs to be very high to sustain a population.  
Unfortunately, these characteristics also make wood 
turtles vulnerable to these human disturbances. 
 
MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS:  A habitat 
model developed by UMASS will be used in conjunction 
with NHESP records to evaluate and rank Wood Turtle 
habitat.  This information will be used to direct land 
acquisition and to target areas for Conservation 
Restrictions (CR’s), Agricultural Preservation 
Restrictions (APR’s) and Landowner Incentive Program 
(LIP) projects.   
    Alternative wildlife corridor structures should be 
considered at strategic sites on existing roads.  In 
particular, appropriate wildlife corridor structures should 
be considered for bridge and culvert upgrade and road-
widening projects within or near Wood Turtle habitat.   
 
     
 
 



 
Efforts will be made by the Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program to inform local regulatory 
agencies of the new wildlife corridor section in the Mass 
Highway design guidance document, and to provide 
them with key locations where these measures would be 
most effective for Wood Turtle conservation. 
    Habitat management and restoration practices are 
currently being developed and implemented in order to 
create and/or maintain consistent access to nesting 
habitat within core habitat areas.  This is most practical 
on state-owned conservation lands.  However, 
educational materials will be made available to guide 
private land-owners on the best management practices 
for Wood Turtle habitat.   
    There are two potential ways to decrease turtle 
injuries resulting from mowing; during the growing 
season blade height should be raised above 6 inches (15 
cm).  The other potential way (which will also work for 
plowing) to avoid turtle mortality is to restrict mowing 
to early November through mid-March, when the turtles 
are overwintering.  These measures are recommended as 
standard practice on right-of-ways, roadsides, and other 
state properties on and near Wood Turtle habitat. 
    Forestry restrictions apply to Priority Habitat 
delineated for Wood Turtles in order to avoid direct 
turtle mortality.  Motorized vehicle access to harvesting 
sites in Wood Turtle habitat is restricted to the period 
when turtles are inactive during the winter.  Seasonal 
forestry restrictions apply to Wood Turtle habitat and to 
upland habitat that occurs up to 600 feet (183 m) beyond 
the stream edge.  In order to maintain the structural 
integrity of overwintering sites, bridges should be laid 
down across streams prior to any motorized equipment 
crossing the stream.  
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I N V E N T O R Y  O F  L A N D S  O F  

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D   
R E C R E A T I O N  I N T E R E S T



CHAPTER 61 
Chapter 61 provides a tax incentive to property owners managing their land for forestry, 
agriculture, or recreation.  These properties are not permanently protected, but if such properties 
are up for sale, the Town has the right of first refusal. 
 
CHAPTER 61A (AGRICULTURE) PROPERTY 
Assessors 
Code 

Category Total Acres 

713 Field Crops – hay, wheat, etc.  5.04 

716 Tillable Forage Cropland 362.92 

717 Productive Woodland – Christmas trees, woodlots 25.59 

718 Pasture 104.53 

719 Nuseries  13.88 

Total Chapter 61A Agriculture Land Acreage 511.96 

 
CHAPTER 61B (RECREATION) PROPERTIES  
 
Assessors 
Code 

Category Total Acres 

801 Hiking – trails or paths 72.21 

805 Golfing – areas of land arranged as a golf course 58.10 

Total Chapter 61A Agriculture Land Acreage 130.31 

 
CHAPTER 61 (FOREST LAND) PROPERTIES 
 
Total Chapter 61 Forest Acreage 473.86 

 
WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT LANDS  
Property which is totally exempt from taxation under various provisions of the law and owned 
by:  
90 Public Service Properties    
901 Commonwealth of Massachusetts 905 Charitable Organizations 
903 Municipalities, Districts 907 Chapter 121A 
 
Map Block/

Lot 
Ownership Use Code Acres 

9 A/1.1 Commonwealth of Massachusetts/ Water Resources 
Comm. 

901 1.99 

9 B1.1 Commonwealth of Massachusetts/ Water Resources 
Comm. 

901 10.12 



Map Block/
Lot 

Ownership Use Code Acres 

9 B/2.1 Commonwealth of Massachusetts/ Water Resources 
Comm. 

901 27.29 

3 A/2 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 63 
3 B/1 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 38.76 
3 B/2 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 1.3 
3 C/1 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER DEPT / 903 9 
4 A/2 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 22.5 
4 A/6 Greater Worcester Land Trust, Inc. 905 53.54 
4 B/3 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 22.34 
4 B/4 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 1 
6 A/2 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 27.64 
6 B/1 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 11.95 
6 C/1 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 186.4 
10 B/3.1 TOWN OF SPENCER / SPENCER PUMP HOUSE 903 0.26 
10 C/10 TOWN OF SPENCER / 903 10 
10 C/11 TOWN OF SPENCER / 903 60.35 
10 C/4 TOWN OF SPENCER / 903 66.1 
10 C/7 TOWN OF SPENCER / 903 42.4 
10 C/8 TOWN OF SPENCER / 903 21.34 
10 C/9 TOWN OF SPENCER / 903 12.2 
12 A/3 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 52 
12 B/2 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 71.9 
12 C/1 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 49.65 
12 D/1 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 1 
13 A/2 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER DEPT / 903 9.5 
13 A/6 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER DEPT / 903 6.4 
14 A/1 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 20.2 
14 A/2 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 247 
14 A/5 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 6.15 
14 A/6 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER DEPT / 903 6.72 
22 C/1 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER DEPT / 903 23 
22 C/2.1 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER DEPT / 903 15.85 
22A C/12 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 25.57 
22A C/6 CITY OF WORCESTER WATER / 903 1.84 
27 B/6 BURNCOAT POND WATERSHED DISTRICT / 903 87 
28 A/12 CEDAR MEADOW LAKE / WATERSHED 

DISTRICT 
903 142 

30 A/1.1 TOWN OF LEICESTER(232.25 Watershed Protection; 
65.41 Recreation; 2.67 Recreation or General 
Municipal) 

903 232.25 

41A A/12 Meadow Lake Association Inc. 905 0.3 
41A A/30 Meadow Lake Association Inc. 905 0.13 
41A E/5 Meadow Lake Association Inc. 905 0.23 



Map Block/
Lot 

Ownership Use Code Acres 

12A G/4 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 2.3 
12A H/3 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 0.72 
12A J/1 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 1.53 
12A K/1 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 0.42 
15 A/19.2 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 4.33 
15 A/19.3 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 1.02 
15 A/20 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 0.77 
18 A/5.2 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 0.3 
19A A/2 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 1.25 
21A A/48.1 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY / 907 0.7 
22 A/1 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY / 907 0.34 
22 A/9 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY / 907 7.5 
23A A/43.1 CHERRY VALLEY + ROCHDALE WA / 907 0.34 
23A A/44.1 C V ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT / 907 1 
24 A/1 CHERRY VALLEY WATER DIST / 907 13.26 
24 A/2 CHERRY VALLEY + ROCHDALE WA / 907 149 
26 A/1 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 14.69 
26 A/2 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 15.79 
26A B/3 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY / 907 0.62 
26B B/4.2 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY DIST / 907 2.19 
26B B/4.3 LEICESTER WATER SUPPLY / 907 1.44 
29A D/1.1 HILLCREST SEWER DIST. / 907 0.03 
30A A/27.1 HILLCREST SEWER DIST. / 907 0.01 
30B H/2.1 HILLCREST SEWER DIST. / 907 0.01 
31 A/3 CHERRY VALLEY + ROCHDALE WA / 907 0.18 
31 B/1.1 CHERRY VALLEY ROCHDALE WATER / 907 9.4 
31 B/11.7 CHERRY VALLEY + ROCHDALE WATER / 907 15.6 
31 B/28 C V ROCHDALE WATER DISTRICT / 907 8 
37A A/5 CHERRY VALLEY + ROCHDALE WA / 907 0.24 
37A B/1 OXFORD ROCHDALE SEWER DISTRICT / 907 0.51 
37A E/4 CHERRY VALLEY + ROCHDALE WA / 907 0.17 
38A A/36 OXFORD ROCHDALE SEWER DISTRICT / 907 0.29 
39 A/8 HILLCREST WATER DISTRICT / 907 2.56 
39 A/9 HILLCREST WATER DISTRICT / 907 0.59 
41 C/3 STILES LAKE WATER DISTRICT / 907 51.4 
43 B/3.1 OXFORD ROCHDALE SEWER DISTRICT / 907 0.06 
48 B/5 STILES LAKE WATER DISTRICT / 907 21.8 
Total Water Resource Management Acreage: 2018.53 
 



WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT LANDS  
Property which is totally exempt from taxation under various provisions of the law and owned 
by:  
 
90 Public Service Properties      
901 Commonwealth of Massachusetts 905 Charitable Organizations 911 Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 
All of these properties are protected. 
Map Block/

Lot 
Ownership Use Code Acres 

9 B/1 Commonwealth of Massachusetts/ Division of 
Fisheries and Game 

901 33.00 

17 A/8.1 Massachusetts Audubon Society 905 15.30 
1 A/2 Commonwealth of Massachusetts / Division of 

Fisheries and Wildlife 
911 23.22 

1 A/3 Commonwealth of Massachusetts / Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife 

911 15 

1 C/1 Commonwealth of Massachusetts / Division of 
Fisheries and Game 

911 73.25 

Total Exempt Property Acreage:  159.77 
 
RECREATION LANDS (ACTIVE AND PASSIVE)  
Property which is totally exempt from taxation under various provisions of the law and owned by:  
90 Public Service Properties  
903 Municipalities, Districts 
904 Colleges, Schools (private) 
905 Charitable Organizations 
 
Map Block/

Lot 
Ownership Use 

Code 
Acres Permanently

Protected? 

3A A/2 TOWN OF LEICESTER / ELLIOTT CEMETERY 903 1.04 No 
15 A/14 TOWN OF LEICESTER / MIDDLE SCHOOL 903 20.44 No 
15 A/19.1 TOWN OF LEICESTER / PRIMARY SCHOOL 903 27 No 
18 A/1 TOWN OF LEICESTER / BEACH AREA 903 61.72 Yes 
18 A/2 TOWN OF LEICESTER / BURNCOAT PARK 903 53.51 Yes 
18 A/3 TOWN OF LEICESTER / TOWN BEACH 903 1.64 Yes 
19B B/30 TOWN OF LEICESTER / PUBLIC LIBRARY 903 0.64 No 
20 A/1 Becker College 904 25 No 
21 A/3 Becker College 904 21.94 No 
21B A/1 TOWN OF LEICESTER / LEICESTER COMMUNITY 

FIELD 
903 8.25 Possibly* 

23A A/32 TOWN OF LEICESTER / CHERRY VALLEY SCHOOL 
LOT 

903 0.84 No 

23D B/19 TOWN OF LEICESTER / TOWTAID PARK 903 4.5  
23D B/20 CHERRY VALLEY CEMETERY / 903 3 No 
24 C/8 LEICESTER CONSERVATION COMM / 903 3.25  
27 B/6 BURNCOAT POND WATERSHED DISTRICT / 903 87 No 



Map Block/
Lot 

Ownership Use 
Code 

Acres Permanently
Protected? 

28 A/12 CEDAR MEADOW LAKE / WATERSHED DISTRICT 903 142 No 
30 A/1.1 TOWN OF LEICESTER(232.25 Watershed Protection; 

65.41 Recreation; 2.67 Recreation or General Municipal) 
903 68.08 Partially-

protected 
39 A/7 TOWN OF LEICESTER / MEMORIAL SCHOOL 903 28 No 
46 A/3 TOWN OF LEICESTER / ROCHDALE PARK 903 8 No 
13 A/7 Quaker Cemetery 905 1.9 No 
28B A/23 Community Beach and Park 905 0.1  
28B A/9 Community Beach and Park 905 0.22  
41 B/7 YWCA 905 16.58 No 
41 C/2 YWCA 905 10.87 No 
41 C/4 YWCA 905 2.31 No 
42 B/6 YWCA 905 40 No 
48 B/2 Montachusett Girl Scout Council 905 58.9 No 
49 A/1 Montachusett Girl Scout Council 905 42 No 
Total Recreation Lands Acreage:  738.73  
*Exact protection status unknown.  A plaque at the site indicates that the park was built by the “citizens of Leicester 
and the Federal Administration” in 1935. 
 
SINGLE PARCELS OF 20 ACRES OR MORE 
 
The table below shows the total numbers large parcels 20 acres or more in each use classification  There 
are a total of 53 parcels, ranging from 20 acres to 213 acres (average is 50.2 acres/median is 38.56 acres). 
These are parcels of land that should be considered for their potential as open space or recreational lands. 
Assessors 
Code 

Category Total 
Acres 

014 Mixed-use 69.10
016 Mixed-use 72.49
017 Mixed-use 615.74
071 Mixed-use (Ch.61/residential) 392.59
083 Mixed-use 22
101 Single family 353.84
104 Two-family residence 48.9
106 Accessory land with improvement – garage, etc. 41.23
109 Multiple houses on one parcel 118
130 Raw land/ developable 304.46
131 Raw land/ potentially developable 172.38
132 Raw land/ undevelopable 140.44
137 Mixed-use 38.5
318 Commercial greenhouses 164.31
363 Drive-in movies 41
401 Warehouses for storage of manufactured products 25.85
440 Developable land – accessory to industrial  42.25
Total Acreage of Unprotected Privately Owned Parcels of 20 Acres of More 2663.08
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P U B L I C  C O M M E N T S  A N D  
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A G E N D A

7:00-7:10	 Arrival and interaction with map 
	 	
7:10-7:15	 Welcome and Introductions

•  Role of Team	

•  Expectations for the evening

7:15-7:30	 Presentation

• What is an Open Space and Recreation Plan, and why is it important?

• Project goals

• Introduction to maps

7:30-8:15 	 Group Discussion and Brainstorm:

   What’s most critical to include in the action plan in the following four categories?

• protecting natural resources,

• improving existing recreational facilities and developing new recreational opportuni-
ties,

• protecting open space for a variety of purposes, notably working farmland, scenic 
value, wildlife habitat, and forests, and

• preserving important cultural and historic sites,

8:15 -8:30 	 Summary of Group Discussion & Next Steps

•  If you didn’t have a chance yet, please take a minute to look at the map and add your 
thoughts about connections that should be made 

Thank you for coming!  

What Is Your View?
Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Meeting

Thursday, March 8, 2007
Hosted by the Leicester Open Space and Recreation Committee

Facilitated by Annie Scott and Priscilla Miner, Graduate Students, Conway School of Landscape Design





A G E N D A

7:00-7:10	 Arrival and interaction with maps 
	 	
7:10-7:15	 Welcome and Introductions

•  Role of Team	

•  Expectations for the evening

7:15-7:25	 Presentation

• What is and Open Space and Recreation Plan, and why is it important?

• Project goals

• Introduction to maps

7:25-8:15 	 Group Discussion: 

• What makes Leicester special or significant?

• What is the biggest change or threat facing Leicester?

• What is the greatest opportunity?

• What has Leicester been most successful in accomplishing?

• What's most critical to do?

• What are your priorities for protecting open space - what are the most

• important reasons to protect open space?

8:15 -8:30 	 Summary Summary and Adjourn

•  If you didn’t have a chance yet, please take a minute to look at the map and mark the 
places that you feel contribute to Leicester’s character.

Thank you for coming!  

What Is Your View?
Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Meeting

Thursday, February 8, 2007
Hosted by the Leicester Open Space and Recreation Committee

Facilitated by Annie Scott and Priscilla Miner, Graduate Students, Conway School of Landscape Design



 



 
 

 
 
 

A P P E N D I X  F  
H I L L C R E S T  C O U N T R Y  C L U B  

I N F O R M A T I O N  
 

The Hillcrest property, purchased by the Town in 2003 with funding from the Federal Land and 
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), contains 310± acres of protected land.  As shown on the map 
on the following page, the total project is divided into three categories of use. 

Lot A (the golf course) must be used for public outdoor recreation.  Conversion from a golf course 
to another use requires approval through the LWCF conversion process and the Massachusetts 
Article 97 process (see attached “EOEA Article 97 Land Disposition Policy” and LWCF brochure 
“Protecting Places that Matter”).  The Project Agreement signed by the Town at the time of 
purchase also requires the following: 

This project shall consist of the acquisition in fee simple of 65.4 acres of land know as 
the Hillcrest Country Club for public outdoor recreational purposes, by the Town of 
Leicester, Massachusetts.  As a condition of this project, the Town of Leicester agrees to 
relocate the pro shop onto the subject property, and agrees to restore the subject to a 9-
hole golf course should the 2 holes lying to the west of the subject property are ever 
removed. 

Sale of the property is prohibited, and could only be done through the formal conversion process 
described in the attached materials.  This process requires 2/3rds state legislative approval, 
approval of the US Secretary of the Interior, and replacement with an equivalent parcel for 
recreational use.  The replacement parcel must not already be used for public outdoor recreation.  
Lease of the property requires review by the state Division of Conservation Services and may need 
to go through the Article 97 process. 

Lot B is for water supply/water protection and should only be used for passive recreation such as 
walking trails. 

Lots 1, 1A, and 2 are for recreation or general municipal use, although Town Meeting vote is 
required prior to conversion from recreational to municipal use. 
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ADA Facility Inventory 
 
[Inventory forms were completed by Town Planner Michelle R. Buck, based on site visits during 
August 2007.  To reduce paper used in the preparation of this inventory, the standard forms were 
modified by deleting inapplicable sections.] 
 
LOCATION:  BURNCOAT PARK (12 Town Beach Road/Map 18, Parcel A2) 
PARKING 
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces Accessible Spaces Provided 

Unable to determine* Unable to determine* Unable to determine* 
*Parking is unpaved and not clearly defined. 
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 

Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance 

  

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided 
within 100 ft 

  

Minimum width of 13ft includes 8ft space plus 5 
ft access aisle 

  

Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  
Alternative is to make accessible spaces 11 ft 
wide with 5 ft aisle 

  

   

N/A 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces  X 

 

Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign  X 
 

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)  X No paving 
Surface slopes of less than 1:20, 5% X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present 

  

Curbcut is a minimum of 3 ft, excluding sloped 
sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to exceed 
1:12, and textured or yellow paint 

  N/A 

RAMPS   N/A 
Entrances 

No Applicable – No current structures, except severely vandalized restrooms 
that are no longer in use. 
STAIRS AND DOORS 
There are no stairs or doors.  The only structures at Burncoat Park are severely 
vandalized and not longer in use. 



  

LOCATION:  BURNCOAT PARK (12 Town Beach Road/Map 18, Parcel A2) 
RESTROOMS 
Bathroom Building at Burncoat Park has been severely vandalized and is no 
longer in use.  Previously had 2 bathrooms, each with an accessible toilet. 
NOTES: 
There are no applicable entrances, floors, drinking fountains, Telephones, Signs, 
Signals, and Switches, Swimming pools, shower rooms, or picnicking facilities 
at Burncoat Park. 
 
Burncoat Park is primarily used for girls softball.  There is also a small 
playground, but the Park is only open to the public during softball games.  There 
are also walking trails on the property.  Parking for softball is on an unpaved 
grassy area.  There is adequate room for a car or cars to park right next to the 
field.  The playground is not accessible. 
 
 
 
LOCATION:  Community Field (22 Waite St./Map 21B, Parcel A1) 
PARKING 
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces Accessible Spaces Provided 

40-45 spaces 
(approximate)* 

2 2 

*Community field has 2 parking areas.  A small, paved parking area immediately 
adjacent to the field and snack building is for accessible parking only.  All other 
users of the park use an unpaved lot that is connected to the field area by a 
staircase. 
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 

Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance X   

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided 
within 100 ft 

  N/A 

Minimum width of 13ft includes 8ft space plus 5 
ft access aisle X   

Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  
Alternative is to make accessible spaces 11 ft 
wide with 5 ft aisle 

 X 

Although a van space is not marked, 
there is adequate room for a van in 
the small paved parking area. 

    
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces X   

Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign X   

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks) X   

Surface slopes of less than 1:20, 5% X   



  

LOCATION:  Community Field (22 Waite St./Map 21B, Parcel A1) 
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present 

  

Curbcut is a minimum of 3 ft, excluding sloped 
sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to exceed 
1:12, and textured or yellow paint 

  

RAMPS   

N/A 

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Site Access 
Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

X  
 

Disembarking area at accessible entrance X   

Surface evenly spaced or hard-packed X   

No ponding of water X   

Path of travel 
There are no paths. 
Entrances 

There is no structure with public access to the interior of the building.  There is a 
snack building immediately adjacent to the paved accessible parking area.  
There is a break in the pavement between the parking area and the small paved 
area in front of the snack window. 
STAIRS AND DOORS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Stairs 
 
No open risers X   

Nosings not projecting  X  

Treads no less than 11” wide X   

Handrails on both sides X   

Handrails 34”-38” above tread X   

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top 
and bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

X  
 

Handgrip oval or round  X  

Handgrip has a smooth surface X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 1½” X   

1½” clearance between wall and handrail   N/A 
Doors – N/A  



  

LOCATION:  Community Field (22 Waite St./Map 21B, Parcel A1) 
NOTES: 
There are no applicable doors, restrooms, floors, drinking fountains, 
Telephones, Signs, Signals, and Switches, Swimming pools, shower rooms, or 
picnicking facilities at Community Field. 
 
Community Field is primarily used for football.  The main parking area is 
unpaved, and can serves roughly 40-45 cars.  This parking area is below the field 
area, and is connected to the field area with a staircase.  Accessible, paved 
parking is by the main entrance and is immediately adjacent to the field.  There 
is no other paving.  Access from the accessible parking to the bleachers is on 
mowed grass area. 
 
 
LOCATION:  LEICESTER LIONS PARK (252 Main St./Map 23A, Parcel A32)

PARKING 
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces Accessible Spaces Provided 

0* N/A 0 
*The only parking is on-street.  There appears to be room for approximately 3 
cars immediately adjacent to the park 
SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Site Access 
Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

X  
 

Disembarking area at accessible entrance X   

Surface evenly spaced or hard-packed X   

No ponding of water X   

Path of travel 
Path does not require the use of stairs X   
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant X   
3 ft wide minimum X  Paths are 5 ft. 
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross 
pitch is 2% (1:50) X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½” 

 X 

Paths are brick.  There has been 
some shifting of brick (likely due to 
frost heaves), but overall the paths 
are in good condition and appear to 
be accessible to wheelchair users. 

Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be 
detected by a person with a visual disability using 
cane 

  
N/A 



  

Objects protruding more than 4” from the wall 
must be within 27” of the ground, or higher than 
80” 

  

Curb on pathway must have curb cuts at drives, 
parking and drop-offs 

  

Entrances 

There is no structure with public access to the interior of the building.  The only 
structure is a small storage/utility shed.  
NOTES: 
There are no applicable stairs, doors, restrooms, floors, drinking fountains, 
Telephones, Signs, Signals, and Switches, Swimming pools, shower rooms, or 
picnicking facilities at Leicester Lions Park. 
 
 
 
LOCATION:  TOWTAID PARK  (Church Street/Map 23D, Parcel B19) 
PARKING 
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces Accessible Spaces Provided 

8* 1 1 
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 

Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance X   

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided 
within 100 ft 

  N/A 

Minimum width of 13ft includes 8ft space plus 5 
ft access aisle X   

Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  
Alternative is to make accessible spaces 11 ft 
wide with 5 ft aisle 

 X 

 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces X   

Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign X   

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks) 

 X 

Paving is in generally good 
condition, but there are cracks, and 
surface is slightly uneven. 
 

Surface slopes of less than 1:20, 5% X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present 

  

Curbcut is a minimum of 3 ft, excluding sloped 
sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to exceed 
1:12, and textured or yellow paint 

  

RAMPS   

N/A 



  

LOCATION:  TOWTAID PARK  (Church Street/Map 23D, Parcel B19) 
SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 
Accessible parking is immediately adjacent to the basketball courts.  Additional 
parking is available on-street closer to the playground area, but gate to 
playground is kept closed.  Playground is not handicapped accessible.   
NOTES: 
A comprehensive plan for Towtaid Park completed in 2004 contains a full 
evaluation of Towtaid Park and recommendations for ADA compliance.  (Towtaid 
Park Master Plan, prepared by Gates, Leighton & Associates, Inc., 2004,) 
 
There are no applicable entrances, stairs, doors, restrooms, floors, drinking 
fountains, telephones, signs, signals, and switches, swimming pools, shower 
rooms, or picnicking facilities at Towtaid Park. 
 
 
LOCATION:  TOWN COMMON (Washburn Square./Map 2 A, Parcel C1) 
PARKING 
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces Accessible Spaces Provided 

Unclear* Unclear* 2* 
*The only parking for the Town Common is on-street parallel parking.  This 
parking is used by several abutting land owners, including 2 churches, and 
Becker College.  Two of the accessible spaces that also serve the Leicester 
Town Hall are in very close proximity to the Town Common and can be used for 
Town Common events. 
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 

Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance X   

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided 
within 100 ft 

  N/A 

Minimum width of 13ft includes 8ft space plus 5 
ft access aisle X   

Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  
Alternative is to make accessible spaces 11 ft 
wide with 5 ft aisle 

 X 

 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces X   

Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign X   

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks) X   

Surface slopes of less than 1:20, 5% X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present 

 X 
 



  

LOCATION:  TOWN COMMON (Washburn Square./Map 2 A, Parcel C1) 
Curbcut is a minimum of 3 ft, excluding sloped 
sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to exceed 
1:12, and textured or yellow paint 

 X 
 

RAMPS   N/A 

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Site Access 
Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

X 
  

Disembarking area at accessible entrance   N/A 
Surface evenly spaced or hard-packed X 

  

No ponding of water X 
  

Path of travel 
Path does not require the use of stairs X   
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant X   
3 ft wide minimum X   
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross 
pitch is 2% (1:50) X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½” X   

Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be 
detected by a person with a visual disability using 
cane 

X  
 

Objects protruding more than 4” from the wall 
must be within 27” of the ground, or higher than 
80” 

  

Curb on pathway must have curb cuts at drives, 
parking and drop-offs 

  
N/A 

STAIRS AND DOORS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Stairs 
The only stairs are two small staircases to the bandstand. 
No open risers X   

Nosings not projecting  X  

Treads no less than 11” wide X   

Handrails on both sides  X  

Handrails 34”-38” above tread X   

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top 
and bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

 X 
 

Handgrip oval or round  X  

Handgrip has a smooth surface X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 1½” X   

1½” clearance between wall and handrail   N/A 

FLOORS 



  

LOCATION:  TOWN COMMON (Washburn Square./Map 2 A, Parcel C1) 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Floors 
The only floor is the floor of the bandstand structure. 
Non-slip surface X  concrete 
Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored   N/A 
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft X   
Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only 
protrude 4” into the path of travel from a height 
of 27” to 80” above the floor 

  N/A 

NOTES: 
There are no applicable entrances, doors, restrooms, floors, drinking fountains, 
telephones, signs, signals, and switches, swimming pools, shower rooms, or 
picnicking facilities on the Town Common. 
 
The Town common has several accessible paved paths through the Common.  
Some of the benches are adjacent to paved, accessible paths. 
 
 
LOCATION:  ROCHDALE PARK  (1040 Stafford St./Map 46, Parcel A3) 
PARKING 
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces Accessible Spaces Provided 

43 2 2 
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 

Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance X   

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided 
within 100 ft 

  N/A 
Minimum width of 13ft includes 8ft space plus 5 
ft access aisle X   

Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  
Alternative is to make accessible spaces 11 ft 
wide with 5 ft aisle 

 X 

 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces X   

Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign X   

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks) 

X  
Paving is in good condition in 
vicinity of accessible parking 
spaces and entrance. 

Surface slopes of less than 1:20, 5% X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present 

  
N/A 



  

LOCATION:  ROCHDALE PARK  (1040 Stafford St./Map 46, Parcel A3) 
Curbcut is a minimum of 3 ft, excluding sloped 
sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to exceed 
1:12, and textured or yellow paint 

  

RAMPS   

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Site Access 
Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

X  
Access is from parking area to main 
gate to park.  The park itself is 
mowed grass fields without paths. 

Disembarking area at accessible entrance X   

Surface evenly spaced or hard-packed X   

No ponding of water X   

Path of travel 
Path does not require the use of stairs X   
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant X   
3 ft wide minimum    
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross 
pitch is 2% (1:50) X 

  

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½” X 

  

Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be 
detected by a person with a visual disability using 
cane 

  

Objects protruding more than 4” from the wall 
must be within 27” of the ground, or higher than 
80” 

  

Curb on pathway must have curb cuts at drives, 
parking and drop-offs 

  

N/A 

Entrances – N/A 
There are no structures with public access at Rochdale Park. 
NOTES: 
There are no applicable entrances, doors, restrooms, floors, drinking fountains, 
telephones, signs, signals, and switches, swimming pools, shower rooms, or 
picnicking facilities at Rochdale Park. 
 
Rochdale Park is used for a variety of field sports, such as baseball and soccer.  
There is also playground equipment, 2 basketball courts, and a small skate park.  
(The skate park has been seriously vandalized and is in poor condition).  The 
playground equipment is not accessible.  Rochdale Park also has water access 
to Rochdale Pond, but this access is not currently in use. 
 
Plans for ADA compliance are contained in the Rochdale Park Master Plan, 
prepared by Cullinan Engineering, 2002. 
 
 



  

LOCATION:  RUSSELL MEMORIAL FIELDS (92 South Main St./Map 21, 
Parcel A3) 
PARKING 
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces Accessible Spaces Provided 

Unable to determine* Unable to determine* Unable to determine* 
*Parking is unpaved and not clearly defined.  There are no marked accessible 
spaces 

43 2 2 
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 

Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance 

  No marked parking spaces, but 
there is sufficient room to park near 
the concession building and in 
close proximity to fields. 

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided 
within 100 ft 

  
N/A 

Minimum width of 13ft includes 8ft space plus 5 
ft access aisle  X 

 

Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  
Alternative is to make accessible spaces 11 ft 
wide with 5 ft aisle 

 X 

 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces  X 

 

Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign  X 
 

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks) 

 X 

Main parking lot is unpaved.  
Surface in vicinity of concession 
building is loose gravel (not hard 
packed).  Difficult surface for 
accessibility. 

Surface slopes of less than 1:20, 5% X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present 

  

Curbcut is a minimum of 3 ft, excluding sloped 
sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to exceed 
1:12, and textured or yellow paint 

  N/A 

RAMPS  

X 
A ramp should be considered to 
better access the concession 
building. 

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Site Access 
Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

 X 
Loose gravel surface limits 
accessibility. 

Disembarking area at accessible entrance  X  



  

LOCATION:  RUSSELL MEMORIAL FIELDS (92 South Main St./Map 21, 
Parcel A3) 
Surface evenly spaced or hard-packed  X 

 

No ponding of water X   

Path of travel 
Path does not require the use of stairs X   
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant  X  
3 ft wide minimum X   
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross 
pitch is 2% (1:50)  X 

 

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½”  X 

 

Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be 
detected by a person with a visual disability using 
cane 

  

Objects protruding more than 4” from the wall 
must be within 27” of the ground, or higher than 
80” 

  

Curb on pathway must have curb cuts at drives, 
parking and drop-offs   

N/A 

Entrances 
Primary public entrances accessible to person using 
wheelchair, must be signed, gotten to independently, 
and not be the service entrance 

X  
 

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors    

Minimum 32” clear width opening (i.e. 36” door with 
standard hinge)    

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of 
door    

Door handle no higher than 48” and operable with a 
closed fist    

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging 
into the space    

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators 
accessible    

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely fastened   
Door mats more than ½“ thick are recessed   
Grates in path of travel have openings of ½” maximum   
Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction 
to accessible entrance   

N/A 

Emergency egress – alarms with flashing lights and 
audible signals, sufficiently lighted    

STAIRS AND DOORS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 

Stairs - N/A 
 
Doors 
 
Minimum 32” clear opening    

At least 18” clear floor space on pull side of door X   



  

LOCATION:  RUSSELL MEMORIAL FIELDS (92 South Main St./Map 21, 
Parcel A3) 
Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3” of 
the latch    

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors    

Threshold maximum ½” high, beveled on both 
sides    

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) X   

Hardware minimum 36”, maximum 48” above the 
floor X   

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from 
both sides of the door    

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked   

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware 
that is knurled or roughened   

N/A 

RESTROOMS 
Built in _________ in conformance with accessibility requirements. 
FLOORS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Floors 

Non-slip surface X   
Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

  N/A 

Corridor width minimum is 3 ft X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only 
protrude 4” into the path of travel from a height 
of 27” to 80” above the floor 

X   

NOTES: 
There are no applicable drinking fountains, telephones, signals, and switches, 
swimming pools, shower rooms, or picnicking facilities at Russell Memorial 
Fields. 
 
The Field house is new and was constructed in compliance with accessibility 
requirements (building permit issued 11/29/04; final inspection 4/25/07).  The 
upper floor is unfinished. 
 
 
 
LOCATION:  HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB (325 Pleasant St./Map 30, 
Parcel A1.1 & Map 30A, Parcel A24) 
PARKING 
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces Accessible Spaces Provided 

73 3 3 
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 



  

LOCATION:  HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB (325 Pleasant St./Map 30, 
Parcel A1.1 & Map 30A, Parcel A24) 
Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance X   

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided 
within 100 ft 

  N/A 
Minimum width of 13ft includes 8ft space plus 5 
ft access aisle X   

Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  
Alternative is to make accessible spaces 11 ft 
wide with 5 ft aisle 

 X 

 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces  X 

Pavement marking with international 
symbol of accessibility, but no sign. 

Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign  X 
 

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)  X 
 

Surface slopes of less than 1:20, 5% X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present 

  

Curbcut is a minimum of 3 ft, excluding sloped 
sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to exceed 
1:12, and textured or yellow paint 

  N/A 

RAMPS 
There is a small ramp to entrance to main building (see detail below).  There is 
also a sloped hard-packed dirt “ramp” leading to the pro-shop.   
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 

Slope Maximum 1:12 

 X 

Very small ramp from parking to 
entrance (only about 2 feet); no 
handrail, but handrail doesn’t 
appear to be necessary given short 
ramp distance. 

Minimum width 4 ft between handrails   
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft   
Handrails at 34” and 19” from ramp surface   
Handrails extend 12” beyond top and bottom   
Handgrip oval or round   
Handgrip smooth surface   
Handgrip diameter between 1¼“ and 2”   
Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail   

N/A 

Non-slip surface X   

Level platforms (4ft x 4ft) at every 30ft, at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction   N/A 

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Site Access 



  

LOCATION:  HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB (325 Pleasant St./Map 30, 
Parcel A1.1 & Map 30A, Parcel A24) 
Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

X  
 

Disembarking area at accessible entrance X   

Surface evenly spaced or hard-packed X   

No ponding of water X   

Path of travel 
Path does not require the use of stairs X   
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant X   
3 ft wide minimum X   
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross 
pitch is 2% (1:50) X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½” X   

Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be 
detected by a person with a visual disability using 
cane 

X  
 

Objects protruding more than 4” from the wall 
must be within 27” of the ground, or higher than 
80” 

  

Curb on pathway must have curb cuts at drives, 
parking and drop-offs   

N/A 

Entrances 
Primary public entrances accessible to person using 
wheelchair, must be signed, gotten to independently, 
and not be the service entrance 

 X 
No sign indicating accessible 
entrance. 

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors X   

Minimum 32” clear width opening (i.e. 36” door with 
standard hinge) X   

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of 
door  X  

Door handle no higher than 48” and operable with a 
closed fist    

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging 
into the space    

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators 
accessible   N/A 
Door mats less than ½” thick are securely fastened  X  
Door mats more than ½“ thick are recessed  X  
Grates in path of travel have openings of ½” maximum   N/A 
Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction 
to accessible entrance  X  

Emergency egress – alarms with flashing lights and 
audible signals, sufficiently lighted    

STAIRS AND DOORS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 



  

LOCATION:  HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB (325 Pleasant St./Map 30, 
Parcel A1.1 & Map 30A, Parcel A24) 
Stairs 
Answers below refer to a spiral staircase that is not currently used by the public; 
the staircase is used to access an apartment on the second floor of the club 
house. 
No open risers  X  

Nosings not projecting X   

Treads no less than 11” wide  X  

Handrails on both sides X   

Handrails 34”-38” above tread X   

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top 
and bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

 X 
 

Handgrip oval or round  X  

Handgrip has a smooth surface X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 1½” X   

1½” clearance between wall and handrail   N/A 
Doors 
 
Minimum 32” clear opening   

At least 18” clear floor space on pull side of door   

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3” of 
the latch 

  

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors   

Threshold maximum ½” high, beveled on both 
sides 

  

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

  

Hardware minimum 36”, maximum 48” above the 
floor 

  

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from 
both sides of the door 

  

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

  

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware 
that is knurled or roughened 

  

Some doors at Hillcrest meet these 
requirements; others do not.  
Bathroom doors and accessible 
entrance appear to meet these 
standards. 

RESTROOM (Women) 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor  X  

At least one Sink: 
 X   

Clear floor space of 30” by 48” to allow a forward 
approach X   

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 34” to 
top of rim X   

Extends at least 22” from the wall X   

Open knee space a minimum 19” deep, 30” width, 
and 27” high X   



  

LOCATION:  HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB (325 Pleasant St./Map 30, 
Parcel A1.1 & Map 30A, Parcel A24) 
Cover exposed pipes with insulation  X  

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) X   

At least one Stall: 
 
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60” wide 
by 72” deep  X 

 

Stall door is 36” wide  X  

Stall door swings out X   

Stall door is self closing  X  

Stall door has a pull latch  X  

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, 
and 32” above the floor  X 

 

Coat hook is 54” high  X  

Toilet 
 
18” from center to nearest side wall  X  

42” minimum clear space from center to farthest 
wall or fixture  X 

 

Top of seat 17”-19” above the floor X   

Grab Bars    

On back and side wall closest to toilet  X On side only. 
1¼” diameter X   

1½” clearance to wall X   

Located 30” above and parallel to the floor 
 X 

Handrail is higher than 22” (approx. 
36”) 

Acid-etched or roughened surface  X  

42” long 
 X 

Handrail is shorter than 42”(approx. 
24”) 

Fixtures 
 
Toilet paper dispenser is 24” above floor 

 X 
Toilet paper dispenser is higher 
than 24”. 

One mirror set a maximum 38” to bottom (if tilted, 
42”)  X Mirrors are higher than 38”. 
Dispensers (towel, soap, etc) at least one of each a 
maximum 42” above the floor   

N/A.  Mounted soap dispensers no 
longer in use.  Loose bottles of 
liquid hand soap on counter. 

RESTROOM (Men) 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor X   

At least one Sink: 
 X   

Clear floor space of 30” by 48” to allow a forward 
approach X   



  

LOCATION:  HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB (325 Pleasant St./Map 30, 
Parcel A1.1 & Map 30A, Parcel A24) 
Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 34” to 
top of rim X   

Extends at least 22” from the wall X   

Open knee space a minimum 19” deep, 30” width, 
and 27” high X   

Cover exposed pipes with insulation  X  

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) X   

At least one Stall: 
 
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60” wide 
by 72” deep X   

Stall door is 36” wide X   

Stall door swings out X   

Stall door is self closing  X  

Stall door has a pull latch X   

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, 
and 32” above the floor    

Coat hook is 54” high   N/A 
Toilet 
 
18” from center to nearest side wall X   

42” minimum clear space from center to farthest 
wall or fixture X   

Top of seat 17”-19” above the floor X   

Grab Bars  X  

On back and side wall closest to toilet X   

1¼” diameter X   

1½” clearance to wall X   

Located 30” above and parallel to the floor 
 X 

Handrail is higher than 22” (approx. 
36”) 

Acid-etched or roughened surface X   

42” long X   

Fixtures 
 
Toilet paper dispenser is 24” above floor 

 X 
Toilet paper dispenser is higher 
than 24”. 

One mirror set a maximum 38” to bottom (if tilted, 
42”) X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc) at least one of each a 
maximum 42” above the floor X   

FLOORS, DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Floors 

Non-slip surface X   



  

LOCATION:  HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB (325 Pleasant St./Map 30, 
Parcel A1.1 & Map 30A, Parcel A24) 
Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored X  

Transitions from carpeted areas to 
hard floors need repair in some 
places. 

Corridor width minimum is 3 ft X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only 
protrude 4” into the path of travel from a height 
of 27” to 80” above the floor 

  
 

SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES 

Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Switches, Controls and Signs 

Switches and controls for light, heat, ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc, must be a 
minimum of 36” and a maximum of 48” above the 
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a 
side reach 

  

 

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18” 
above the floor    

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible    
Signs 

Mounting height must be 60” to centerline of the 
sign    

Within 18” of door jamb or recessed    
Letters and numbers a t least 1¼” high    
Letters and numbers raised .03”    
Letters and numbers contrast with the 
background color    

NOTES: 
There are no applicable drinking fountains, telephones, signals, and switches, 
swimming pools, shower rooms, or picnicking facilities at Hillcrest. 
 
The main club house building is generally accessible.  New signs and some 
improvements to doors would help.  The pro-shop building is not accessible.  
The golf course is accessible via golf-carts and paved and/or hard-packed gravel 
trails (condition of trails varies, but is generally good). 
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