
 

 

January 22, 2020  Town of Leicester Planning Board Attn: Ms. Michelle Buck  3 Washburn Square Leicester, Massachusetts 01524  RE: Mulberry Solar 3  10 Mulberry Street, Leicester, MA  Tree Clearing Beyond the Approved Limit  Dear Members of the Board,  CS Energy, LLC is writing this letter in response to concerns that there has been additional tree clearing beyond the approved limit for the Syncarpha Solar Project located at 10 Mulberry Street. The approved tree clearing limits were approved by the Board in the Special Permit, Site Plan Approval, and Stormwater Permit decision dated September 11, 2018. The limits of this approved tree clearing is generally defined by a 50 foot no clearing zone around the entire property measured from the property line.   Two areas have been identified where tree clearing has extended beyond the approved limits. Exhibit A that has been attached with this letter and is entitled Silt Fe e Co stru tio  Re ord Pla , prepared by Andrews Survey and Engineering, and dated January 21, 2020 depicts the approved limit of clearing for the project as well as a field-surveyed clearing line depicting the actual clearing that has occurred around the entire site. Tree clearing at this time, has been completed, and there will be no more clearing performed on this site.  Along the eastern perimeter of the site, tree clearing has extended beyond the approved limit up to a few feet from the property line. The clearing measures approximately 1,880 feet long by 50 feet wide for a total approximate area of 2.16+/- acres (94,000+/- S.F.).  The second additional clearing that has occurred beyond the approved limits is located at the northwestern corner of the site near proposed Detention Basin 3. This additional clearing measures approximately 260 feet long by 17 feet wide for a total approximate area of 0.09+/- acres (4,000+/- S.F.). None of the clearing that has been done within this area has e te ded i to the ’ o distur  etla d buffer zone, however there is approximately 800 S.F. of clearing that has occurred ithi  the ’ uffer zone.  The project site has been designed and permitted by Bertin Engineering of Southbridge Massachusetts. Bertin Engineering is no longer engaged with this project, and CS Energy has retained Beals Associates, Inc. to provide ongoing Civil Engineering construction services throughout the remainder of construction.   CS Energy and Beals Associates during a site walk on January 13, 2020, inventoried stumps greater than 
 i  a 200’ by 50’ area, where tree clearing occurred beyond the approved limits. There were 23 total trees counted within this 10,000 S.F. area, all of which were hardwood trees. We were then able to 

appro i ate that there ere  trees greater tha   cut down in the 2.16+/- acres of land (100 trees per acre) on the eastern side of the site. 



 

 

A similar inventory was performed on the western side of the site where additional clearing occurred. 
Trees greater tha   ere i e toried i  a ’  ’ area outside the silt fe e i  a  u distur ed area. There were 17 total trees counted in the 5,000 S.F. area, 14 of which were hardwood trees, and 3 of which were evergreen trees (148 total trees per acre).   CS Energy is proposing two options outlined below for the Planning Board’s approval either as a restoration or mitigation option.   Option-1 Site Restoration  Based on this analysis, Beals Associates has prepared the attached Exhibit B plan entitled Site Restoration Plan , Sheet EX1.0, and dated January 20, 2020. The Restoration Plan details proposed tree species, size, height, spacing, as well as pollinator seed mix for use in certain disturbed areas. The attached E hi it B-1 – Polli ator Mi , for seeding all depicted areas with special pollinator mix made of native species for a sustainable site across its lifecycle.   Secondly, CS Energy proposes to pro ide a Site Restoratio  Bo d  for a su  total of $ , .  to the Town of Leicester. Please see the copy attached in Exhibit C – Site Restoration Bond . CS E erg ’s current estimate to complete this site restoration work is approximately $60,000.00 and a 333% multiplication factor was used for the bond amount.  CS Energy will also provide a warranty on all planted trees for a period of two (2) years to ensure trees are in a healthy condition and mature properly. CS Energy is providing this bond and warranty to demonstrate to the Town that we are committed to making this project a success.  Please also note that apart from the Bond and Warranty, the Town has the option of holding final building permit inspection sign-off until trees are planted pursuant to the restoration plan. This option would serve as additional assurance to the Town that the Project has adhered to the Restoration Plan.  Below is the specific sequence of actions CS Energy is recommending to meet the To ’s o er s: 

• Step I – Receive approval from the Town on the Restoration Plan. 
• Step II – Procure all required trees by February 21st, 2020 to ensure all inventory is available. 
• Step III – Continuously review weather forecasts for end of February/1st week of March to decide whether tree planting can commence based on ground temperature.  If the weather is unfavorable in February or March, tree planting shall begin no later than April 13th, 2020 based on past growing seasons and shall be finished by April 30th, 2020. This would be done to achieve (2) full growing seasons in the year 2020 alone.  Please note that in the current restoration plan, the proposed replanting of trees is based on the existing tree makeup in the respective cleared areas. CS Energy has reached out to Mr. Jack Daige, whose property abuts the Solar Farm to the east (PB 163 Parcel 46). Mr. Daige prefers to plant White Pines instead of the variety of hardwood trees proposed in the Restoration Plan. If the Town is amenable to CS Energy working 

ith Mr. Daige’s prefere e, then we would have the Restoration Plan revised for white pines to be installed along the entire eastern side. 



 

 

 Option 2 – Tree Mitigation Fund or plantings in different areas 
 
As an alternative to Option 1 outlined above, CS Energy proposes a second option to plant the same 
number of trees in other areas of the Town, or to contribute a similar amount of money to a mitigation 
fund if the Town so chooses.  Should the Board choose this Option, CS Energy would develop more 
detailed plans with the Board’s input. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
CS Energy is committed to taking corrective action and is amenable to various options in order to make 
this Project a success for the Town and its client. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions or comments related to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Mr. Prateek Tare 
Senior Project Manager 
CS Energy, LLC 
100 Grove Street, Suite 315 
Worcester, MA 01605 
Cell: (508)573-0389 
Email: ptare@csenergy.com  
Enc:  Exhibit A - “Silt Fence Construction Record Plan”, prepared by Andrews Survey and Engineering, and dated January 21, 2020 

 
Exhibit B - “Site Restoration Plan”, prepped by Beals Associates, Inc., Sheet EX1.0, and dated January 20, 2020 

 
Exhibit B-1 – Pollinator Seed Mix 
 
Exhibit C – Site Restoration Bond 
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Exhibit B   
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Exhibit B-1    



 

 

Pollinator Mix  Botanical Name Common Name Life Cycle  Color Height Blossom Season Centaurea Cyanus Corn Flower  Annual Blue 35” Spring/ Summer Coropsis Tinctoria Plains Coreopsis Annual Yellow 30” Summer/ Fall Cosmos Sulphurews Sulphur Cosmos Annual  Mixed  33" Summer/ Fall Rudbeckia Hirta Black-eyed Susan Perennial Blue 34” Summer/ Fall Linum perenne Lewis II. Blue Fax Perennial Blue 34" Summer/ Fall Cheiranthus AllionII Siberm Wall Flower Perennial   Orange 18” Spring Asclepias Tuherosa   Butterfly Weed    Perennial Orange 36” Summer  
 



 

 

  
Exhibit C   
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