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Section I: Applicant Information

1.1 Organization Leicester Sports Planning Committee (the Committee)

1.2 Contact Name Dawn  Martilla

1.3 Contact Phone (207) 249-5727

1.4 Contact Email earthchaser@gmail.com

1.5 Mailing Address Leicester Town Hall
3 Washburn Square
Leicester, MA 01524

1.6 Has this entity received state trail
grant funding in previous years (i..e:
MassTrails, Recreational Trails Program
Grants)?

No

Section II: Project Information

2.1 Project Title Burncoat Park Trail Improvement Project

2.2 Municipality(s) where the project will
take place

Leicester, MA

2.3 Brief Project Description This project proposes to do three things: 1.) construct a 1500' accessible
trail with new handicap parking, trailhead kiosk and viewing platform on the
shores of the pond, 2.) upgrade two existing natural surface
pedestrian/snowmobile trail loops by fixing wet trail areas, removing
hazardous trees and storm damage, brushing out trail sides and removing
trailside invasives, adding some way-finding signage, and install two pipe
gates to control unauthorized ATV access to the trail network and 3.) to
construct a short trail connector to the Mid-State Trail and an extensive trail
network on a 700-acre open space parcel in the neighboring town.  

2.4 Total Project Value 60795.00

2.5 Grant Amount Requested 48475.00

2.6 Matching Amount Committed 12320.00

2.7 What is the primary activity of the
project?

Construction



2.8 What type of trail will this project
build?

Other: This project will build a new 1500' ADA-compliant accessible trail
and upgrade two woodland trail loops that provide pedestrian snowmobile
access and 

2.9 What user group will this
trail/pathway serve/allow?  Check all
that apply. 

Walkers
Runners
Hikers
Cross-Country Skiers
Snowmobiles
Other: The Committee will consider allowing Mountain Bikers in the future
and will continue to allow people with dogs on leashes. 

2.10 Briefly describe the project
site/location.

Burncoat Park is a popular park on the west side of Leicester, with access
off of Route 9.  It is a forested park with beach access at Burncoat Pond
and an existing trail system.  The park is abutted on each side by forested
land making it a premier outdoor recreation spot in Town.    

2.11 List the name of the landowner(s)
and other relevant interest held on the
property and by what entity (e.g.
Conservation Restriction, Leasehold,
Right of Way, Easement).  Provide
documentation of permissions for
project work by all required entities as
an attachment in the final section of this
application.  

Burncoat Park is owned by the Town of Leicester under the jurisdiction of
the Conservation Commission and is open to all resident of cities and
towns and Massachusetts.  Part of the parkland was purchased with the
help of a state grant which required it be maintained as parkland and be
open to all residents of cities and towns in Massachusetts. 

A very small piece of land in this project is owned by the Massachusetts
Audobon Society and this project proposes using it to connect Burncoat
Park Trails into the Mid-State Trail.  We have engaged Mass Audobon in
conversations about the project and their reaction has been favorable.  We
will continue to work with them to secure a final agreement on permission
and keep them consulted throughout the project. 

2.12 Is the land where the project will
take place publicly owned?

Yes

2.14 Does this project meet the
minimum state and federal
requirements for accessibility?

Yes

2.15 Does the project involve the
purchase of steel or iron, including
construction supplies (e.g. bridges,
culverts) or equipment with steel or iron
parts (e.g. tractors, snowmobiles), with
a value of $2,500 or more?

No

Section III:  Narrative



3.1 Describe specifically what kind of
trail your project proposes to design
and/or build? Describe in detail the
characteristics of the proposed trail
(including length, width, surface
material, grades / terrain, structures,
signage, and amenities).

This project proposes to build a 1,500' x 10' compacted gravel
ADA-compliant accessible trail on top of an old paved roadway from the
bath house to a new, wooden 16' x16' viewing platform with 42" high
railings and black vinyl-coated wire mesh inserts.  The platform will have 4
wooden benches designed to hold two people each and have arm rests
and slanted backs for ease of use. The trail will begin at the new, 4-vehicle,
handicapped parking area in front of the bath house.  A new Trailhead
kiosk will be erected near the handicap parking area and will be accessible
to those with mobility impairments.  (See Sheet 1 - Burncoat Pond
Trailhead Schematic Plan for the relative layout of this trail).  

The project also intends to upgrade two natural surface trail loops located
in the woodlands on the property.  These trails are 8'-10' wide and are used
by both pedestrian users and snowmobilers.  The trails are in gently rolling
terrain traveling through mixed hardwood and pine stands with understories
of Mt. laurel and typical woodland understory plants.  Way-finding signposts
with directional arrows and mini-maps will be installed at the trail
intersections and some color-coded aluminum blazing discs will be installed
on the trails as well.  Other trail work including hazard tree removal, brush
clearing along the sides of the trail, some invasive control work along the
sides of the smaller trail loop, and addressing some water issues on the
trail will also be part of this project (See the Burncoat Park Trails map for
the layout of these two loop trails as well as the proposed connector trail to
the Mid State Trail).

Finally, the project proposes to construct a short (about 1/4 mile), new
pedestrian trail to connect the trails at Burncoat Park to the Mid State Trail. 
  



3.2 Describe the specific tasks required
to complete this project.

  Starting with the short connector Trail, a new route will be flagged,
approval by the Committee and MAS officials will be secured and the trail
corridor will be cleared of any trees and brush encroaching in the corridor. 
The tread will be cleared for a width of 18"-24" maximum from the loop on
Burncoat Park property to the Mid-State Trail on MAS property.  The leaves
and forest debris will be scattered in the woods along the trail.  Appropriate
color-coded way-finding tree blazes will be installed along the trail and
way-finding signposts, one on each end will be installed to mark the
intersections of this connector trail between the southern loop trail at
Burncoat Park and the Mid-State Trail.  (See the Burncoat Park Trails map
and Photo 20 and Sheet #5 for the proposed location of this trail).

  With regard to the work being proposed to upgrade the two existing loop
trails that are open to pedestrian and snowmobile use, view photos 4-8, 12,
& 17-19 for images of existing conditions on the trails that will be addressed
in this part of the project.  they are listed below: 
1.  Photos #4 & # 18 shows the lack of any trail signage or way-finding aids
along the trails.  Way-finding sign posts will be installed at trail intersections
with mini-maps, directional arrows and mileage markers along with
color-coded tree blazing discs.  
2. Photos #5 & #6 show thick brush growing over the trail on the northern
trail loop.  This will be cut flush with the ground and the debris hauled off
into the woods 50' from the trail.  Much of this brush is comprised of
invasive species and the Town will hire a contractor to treat the stumps
after they have been cut to kill the plants.  
3. Photos #7 & #8 depict hazard trees and storm damage along the sides
of the two trail loops that will be dropped and cut up and either removed
from the site or hauled off into the woods away from the trails.  
4. Photo #12 shows a snowmobile spur trail heading onto private property. 
This trail and a similar one on the east side of the property are being used
for unauthorized access by ATV's and pipe gates will be installed to
dissuade ATV access at these two points.  The gates will be opened up
during the winter season to allow snowmobile users access to these trails. 
The local snowmobile club provides trail maintenance on these trails.   
5.  Photo #17 shows a mudpuddle on the trail as well as a section of soft,
wet trail that will need "hardening".  This will be done by "turnpiking" the
mudpuddle and filling the wet, soft area.  A "bladder" technique will be used
at the mudpuddle incorporating a layer of 5"-7" trap rock encased in a
geotextile separator fabric that is then covered with 6"-8" of processed
gravel.  The trap rock allows water to pass through the bladder, the fabric
keeps the smaller gravel particles from filling the voids in between the
rocks, and the processed gravel provides the travel surface for the tread. 
The soft, wet area will have a layer 6"-10" of coarser processed gravel laid
down on top of the trail to raise the surface above the current grade and to
give it a firmness it currently does not have.   The Simple diagrams on
Sheet # 3  "Trailhead Kiosk" and "Trail Repairs" show these two
techniques. 
6.  A new wooden, post & beam, Trailhead Kiosk will be installed at the
beginning of the trail loops near the new handicap parking area.  The kiosk



will provide an updated maps of the property showing the trails on the
property and the larger regional context with the trail connection to the
Mid-State Trail (See the Framing Plan for the kiosk on Sheet #3 and the
location for the new kiosk depicted in Photo #3 on Sheet #1).   

The  site for the accessible trail and handicap parking are shown on Plan
Sheet #1 and reflect the change in the existing parking area.  A 20' x60'
area will be resurfaced with a compacted 6"-8" layer 3/8" minus stone
aggregate to form the travel surface for the handicap parking area.  Four
universal spaces (11' side to accommodate vans and cars) will be created
facing the Bath House.  Each space will have posts installed with universal
handicap signs attached to designate them as handicap parking spaces. 
Two boulders will be placed on the parking lot side of the signs to protect
then and keep vehicles from parking too close to the Bath House and
encroaching on the travel lane to the rest rooms.  As shown in the diagram
on Sheet #1, the new kiosk will be close enough to envelope the area with
the same ADA-compliant surfacing so that users can disembark from their
vehicles and move to the kiosk freely and easily.  The parking area
seamlessly transitions into the accessible trail on the east side of the
parking area which allows visitors to travel down to the pond at will.  Two or
three removable bollards will be installed at the head of the trail to eliminate
unwanted vehicle traffic on this pathway except for scheduled maintenance
or emergency situations.  Signs indicating a crossing will be installed on
Town Beach Road at the proper distance to inform drivers of the possibility
of encountering someone crossing at the head of the parking area.

Photos #1 & #2, #9 thru #11,  depict the existing paved roadway that will
become the route of the new accessible trail.  The cracked, uneven and
lifted pavement will be removed using a mini-excavator and dump truck. 
The material will be recycled off-site at a local bituminous concrete plant. 
An additional 6"-8" layer of graded base will be brought in to improve the
trail base on which a 4"-6" compacted layer of 3/8" minus stone aggregate
will be installed to provide the finished travel surface for the 10' wide trail. 
The trail is being built to accommodate emergency vehicles that may need
access to the viewing platform and fire trucks who occasionally fill up from
the pond during fire emergencies in the area.  Photos #9 & #11 show a
small perennial stream that flows along side the current road.  A line of
stone boulders will be installed on the side of the pathway to help ensure
that material does not erode into the stream and to help retain the fill that is
brought in to build up the path base.  While the photos show some recycled
granite posts used on top of the culvert, we have recommended natural
stone boulders to line the stream as this is more in keeping with the
character of the property and a more natural bank for the stream.  

Photos # 13 thru #15 depict the road leading to the pond, the site of the
viewing platform at the pond's edge, and the view of the marsh that visitors
will enjoy from the platform.  (See Planning Sheet #2 for detail of what the
viewing platform will look like and how it will be constructed.    



3.3 Describe how this project will fill in a
critical network gap and/or connect
directly to other existing trails, trail
segments or trail networks, and to
residential, commercial and recreational
“community anchors.”

One of the primary benefits of this project is that it will create a connection
from existing trails in Leicester to the Mid-State Trail and the extensive trail
network on the 700+ acre open space area in Spencer, MA.  Additionally,
because of the relative scarcity of accessible open space parcels in
Leicester,(Most of the dedicated open space in the town belongs to the
Worcester Water Department and is posted as "No Trespassing" land.), the
renewal of these trails in Town is a welcome addition to the recreational
opportunities residents enjoy. This is one of the few parcels in town that is
open to passive recreational use!

Reauthorizing these trails also provides the local snowmobile club with a
critical trail connection through this parcel to private parcels on either side
of the property.

This property is located just south of Route 9 which is increasingly being
developed commercially and residentially.  This property provides abutters
and those that work in the area a convenient location to come and enjoy
nature and get some exercise and fresh air.   

3.4  Is the project located in or near an
Environmental Justice Community or in
close proximity to an “underserved”
community? If applicable, describe the
impacted EJ or underserved
community.  What is the proximity of
the community to the trail (does the trail
intersect with the population block, run
adjacent, or is it a certain distance
away?)  How will this project improve
access, mobility, safety, health and/or
quality of life for these populations? 

Both Leicester and Spencer have EJ neighborhoods in their Town Centers.
 While this property is 2 miles from each town center, there is a public bus
route that travels between the towns on Route 9 and the Committee is
exploring the opportunity to establish a stop at the property for those who
may want to travel up to enjoy the trails.  

3.5   Describe the steps already taken
during this project or planned in future
steps to ensure that the project is
inclusive of under-represented voices
and populations in the community,
region, or state.  

The Committee has reached out to the local snowmobile club, the abutters,
 and the residents of the apartment complex on Town Beach Road, as well
as business owners in the area to ask for their input on this project.   

3.6 Describe the "readiness" of this
project for the proposed phase.  

The Town and the Committee have been planning and discussing the
disposition of this property and its assets for several years.  If funded, the
Committee is ready to start this project immediately.  They have reached
out to the town Conservation Commission, the NHESP staff, the Mass
Historical Commission and the local Building Inspector.  Again, if funded,
they will pursue the permitting of this project and move into the construction
phase immediately thereafter.   



3.7 Describe community support for this
project.

The Sports Planning Committee is comprised of local volunteers appointed
by the Board of Selectmen to address the reuse of the former Town Beach
area.  This project has been approved by the Conservation Commission
and Parks & Recreation Committee and just awaits the permitting of
specific aspects of the project.  The local snowmobile club has also
reviewed and given its support for this project.  Additionally, key abutters
and stakeholders have been consulted and have given their support. 
Given its former use as the town beach and the previous existence of
hiking trails on the property, no opposition is anticipated.  The creation of
an accessible trail is viewed as a positive and desirable improvement to the
property.  

3.8 Does this project specifically
address an existing or potential safety
issue?  If yes, describe the proposed
installation/enhancement and how it will
improve safety on the trail.

The project addresses 2 existing or potential safety issues.  

The first is the presence of several hazardous trees along the sides of the
trail.  These are large, dead trees that lean towards the trail that could fall
over or be blown over at any time.  Because of their lean, they would either
fall across the trail or lengthwise on the trail blocking it, or worse, injuring
someone on the trail at the time that they fall.  This project proposes to cut
down and remove all of the hazard trees along the trail at this time.

Another safety issue is providing safe access to the property for those with
mobility impairments.  The creation of an accessible trail with the amenity
of a viewing platform addresses this issue.  Additionally, the creation of the
handicap parking area adjacent to the Bath House provides safe access to
a critical visitor amenity.  

Finally, the installation of critical way-finding signage provides users with a
greater sense of assurance when they use the trails so that they know
where they are on the property at all times.

3.9 How does this project specifically
address or improve accessibility for
people with disabilities?  

One way this project addresses and improves accessibility for people with
disabilities is through the construction of a 1500' ADA -compliant accessible
trail from the Bath House down to a new viewing platform at the edge of the
pond.  this pathway will not only be an improvement for wheelchair users,
but for all of those with impaired mobility  such as those that need a cane to
get around or those that need a walker and even those who use neither but
find it difficult to walk on uneven ground.  The existing paved roadway is
cracked in numerous locations, sections of the pavement have heaved up
creating tripping hazards, the center and edges of the roadway are higher
up than the tire lanes and this creates uneven, sloped surfaces that are
problematic for many elderly and those with mobility issues.  Additionally,
for those with visual impairments, this condition makes it dangerous for
them to travel on the roadway.  The creation of a flat, level, stable surface
will improve accessibility for many different user groups.  



3.10 What distinguishes this project as
a unique, high-quality recreational
experience for the visitors and residents
of Massachusetts? 

This project is a high-quality recreational experience because of the
wonderful opportunity users will have to enjoy the quiet, peaceful, scenic
setting on the edge of Burncoat Pond, the ability to connect to the
Mid-State Trail from a trailhead area that provides ample parking and
restroom facilities that are just a short distance from Rte. 9, major
east-west roadway in the Commonwealth, and because of the proposed
accessible trail opening up this experience for a whole new set of visitors to
the property.

Section IV: Cultural and Natural Resources Protection

4.1 To the best of your knowledge, is
your project near any historic or
archaeological resources?

No

4.3 Will your project involve even
minimal excavation?

Yes

4.4 Please describe the locations and
extents of excavation.

Six postholes (8" diameter, 3' deep) will be dug for the way-finding
signposts, 2 holes (12" diameter, 3' deep) will be dug for the kiosk
supports, and 9 holes (12" diameter, 8" deep) will be dug for the Diamond
Piers for the support for the viewing platform.  The wayfinding signposts will
be installed at the trail intersections and the beginnings of the trail loops. 
The kiosk will be located near the Bath House and proposed Handicap
Parking Area.  The holes for the diamond piers will be dug on the shore of
the pond to support the viewing platform. 

4.5 Will your project require Wetland
Protection Act permitting (i.e. will any
part occur within 100 feet of a wetland
or 200 feet of a perennial stream?)

Yes

4.6 If yes, please describe what
communications you have had with the
local Conservation Commission, and
what steps you are taking to avoid
wetland impacts.

The Committee has had discussions with the local Conservation
Commission and will file a NOI after the grant is approved and the contract
signed.  

4.7 Will the project occur within
Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife
and/or Priority Habitats of Rare Species,
according to MA Division of Fisheries
and Wildlife’s Natural Heritage Atlas?
(available at
http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_E
ST_HAB/viewer.htm)

Yes



4.8 If yes, please describe what
communications you have had with the
Massachusetts Natural Heritage and
Endangered Species Program, and what
steps you are taking to avoid impacts to
rare species.

The shore of Burncoat Pond is considered Priority Habitat.  The Committee
has contacted NHESP staff and informed them of the intent to build an
accessible trail to the water's edge and to construct a viewing platform that
will extend over the water.  The Committee will comply with whatever
mitigation measures the NHESP staff require for this project.  

4.9 Does the project meet or exceed any
thresholds for MEPA review set in 301
CMR 11.03? List all relevant thresholds
and indicate if ENF and/or EIR are
required.  

N/A

4.10 Are there any other permits
required for this project?  Please
indicate the permit type and how/when
it will be obtained.  

The local Building Inspector will need to review the plans for the Viewing
Platform before issuing a building permit.   

Section V: Equipment Worksheet (Required for Equipment Purchases Only)

Section VI: Required Documents and Supporting Materials

6.1 MassTrails Grant Budget and
Timeline Worksheet (Required - *Note
that there are two (2) tabs on this
spreadsheet - BOTH should be filled
out)

https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562866

6.2 Project Map(s) (Required) https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562867

6.3 Project Documents (Photos, Plans,
Drawings, etc.)

https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562868

6.5 Additional Project Information - A https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562869

6.6 Additional Project Information - B https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562870

6.7 Additional Project Information - C https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562871

https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562866
https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562867
https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562868
https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562869
https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562870
https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/9854562871


MassTrails Grant Application Budget Worksheet (Template)

Cost of Project Personnel: Brief Description
 Total MassTrails 

Request 
 Total Proposed 

Match  Total Cost 
Source of Match

Are Match 
funds 

secured? 

Grant Administrator

process invoices & keep project 
balance sheet, track and document 
volunteer hrs., prepare and file 
required progress & final grant 
reports (80 hrs) 2,480.00$             2,480.00$             

Project Manager Inspects work & ensures quality 
control (40 hrs) 1,240.00$             1,240.00$             

Volunteers (at $31 / hr):

haul brush, install signs and markers, 
finish grade trail edges, assist in 
building viewing platform (100 hrs) 3,100.00$             3,100.00$             

Permitting Work file for NOI, NHESP permits 2,500.00$             2,500.00$             
TOTAL 9,320.00$             9,320.00$             

Cost of Consultant / Sub-Contracted Service: Brief Description
 Total MassTrails 

Request 
 Total Proposed 

Match  Total Cost 
Source of Match

Are Match 
funds 

secured? 

Design Services - Gaphic Artist 
Design Property Map & Way-finding 
signage, 8hrs @ $80/hour  $                        640.00  $                640.00 

Construction Services - SCA Crew -$                       

     Build Viewing Platform
Build a 16'x16' platform with benches 
and railings  $                     4,250.00  $             4,250.00 

     Trail Brush Back Services
Removing brush encroaching into the 
trail corridor  $                     2,550.00  $             2,550.00 

     Way-finding Services

Blazing the trail & installing way-
finding sign posts including trailhead 
kiosk  $                     2,125.00  $             2,125.00 

     Water Control Structures
Installing turnpike and gravel fill on 
trails  $                     1,700.00  $             1,700.00 

     Finish Grading Work Grading work on accessible trail,  $                     2,550.00  $             2,550.00 

Hazardous Tree Removal - Tree Expert 
drop and clear large hazardous trees 
along the trails  $                     2,560.00  $             2,560.00 

Mechanized Trail Work  - Contractor

Remove cracked pavement, install 
accessible parking area surface, install 
1500' accessible trail  $                   20,000.00  $           20,000.00 

TOTALS 36,375.00$                   -$                       36,375.00$           

Cost of Materials and Supplies: Brief Description
 Total MassTrails 

Request 
 Total Proposed 

Match  Total Cost 
Source of Match

Are Match 
funds 

secured? 

Trailhead kiosk
Wooden, Post & Beam covered kiosk 
w/ 4'x6' display panel 3,000.00$             3,000.00$             

Gravel(Graded base, trap rock, 3/8" Minus) 
For 12' accessible trail, accessible 
parking area & trail hardening areas  $                     5,600.00  $             5,600.00 

Lumber & hardware for Viewing Platform, ben   
16'x16' wooden platform w/ 42" high 
railings and benches 4,000.00$                     4,000.00$             

Signs 

Kiosk map panel, way-finding maps & 
markers, color-coded trail markers, 
Parking area signage  $                     2,500.00  $             2,500.00 

TOTALS  $                   12,100.00  $             3,000.00  $           15,100.00 

Total Grant Request: 48,475.00$                Percent of Project: 79.70%
Total Proposed Match: 12,320.00$                Percent of Project: 20.30%
Total Project Costs: 60,795.00$                



MassTrails Grant Application Timeline *

Task (examples only) JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE

Graphic Design- Signage X X

Permitting x x

Public Outreach X X

Bid/Quotes/Final Budget X X X

Construction Start  

     25% Construction X

     50% Construction X X

     75% Construction X X

     Construction Complete X

Site Visit/Punch List X X

* Depending on the actual date that the contract is signed, the starting date for the project may change.  If the 
contract signing happens in September or October, the project starting date will be delayed until the Spring of 2022 in 
March.  The project length and sequence will not changel.  



Burncoat Park Trails & Locus Map

/
USGS Topo from
Mass GIS 2019

This map is for plannng purposes only, with specific points subject to verification 
on the ground. It is not to be used by itself for legal boundary definition.
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Burncoat Park Trails
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BURNCOAT PARK PHOTO SHEET # 1 

  

 
 

CORE AREA PHOTOS! 

 

 

 
 

Photo 1.  Depicts the general area where the 
trailhead kiosk, handicap parking will go and 
where the accessible trail will begin.  Additionally, 
removable bollards will close off the accessible 
trail to vehicle traffic except for authorized use.    

Photo 2. Shows a portion of the existing roadway 
to the pond, the existing parking area on the left, 
and large boulders which will be used to 
delineate the parking area.   Handicap parking 
will go in front of the bathhouse shown at the 
end of the existing parking area and the 
accessible path will be built on top of the existing 
roadway.    

Photo 3. depicts the area where the Trailhead Kiosk 
will be installed just to the left of members of the 
Leicester Sports Planning Committee and CW staffer 
Dick O’Brien 

 

Photo 4. Shows the beginning of the two trail 
loops from the Trailhead area. Wayfinding 
signage will be added here to assist users in 
finding their way.    
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VEGETATION ISSUE PHOTOS! 

 

 

     

Photo 5. Shows dense brush (mostly invasives) 
along the sides of the trail that needs to be 
cleared and hauled back into the woods. 
Volunteers and SCA crewmembers will complete 
this task if the grant is funded.    

Photo 6. Another location where brush is 
growing into the trail corridor and needs to 
be cut back and hauled 25’‐50’ back away 
from the edge of the trail.  Much of this is 
invasive growth as well.     

Photo 7.  depicts an old, dead hazard tree on the 
right side of the trail as pointed to by the red 
arrow.  This tree and several others will be 
removed for safety reasons. 

 

Photo 8. Depicts recent storm damage 
right along the sides of the trail.  This large 
oak that will be cut up and removed from 
the area when the hazard tree removal 
work is scheduled.   
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EXISTING ROADWAY PHOTOS! 

 

 

 

 

Photo 9. depicts the stream on the west side of the 
proposed accessible pathway route. Additional stone 
will be placed along the road to create a low retaining 
edge between the stream and pathway.  

Photo 10. Depicts roadway at the stream 
crossing.  The stream has been culverted 
under the roadway at this location. The new 
accessible trail will be a compacted ADA‐
compliant gravel surface that runs the entire 
length of the road from the parking area to 
the viewing platform.     

Photo 11. shows the paved roadway down to the 
pond.  It is the route that the accessible pathway will 
follow.  The cracked and raised pavement will be 
removed and additional gravel base will be laid down 
and a finish layer of ADA compliant stone grindings 
will be put down and compacted to provide the travel 
surface of the trail.   

Photo 12. indicates where a spur of the loop 
trail continues off the property onto private 
property as part of the snowmobile trail 
network.  The recommendation is to install a 
pipe gate at this location that could be locked 
3 seasons out of the year and opened for 
snowmobile use.  The red arrow indicates the 
trail location at the property boundary.  
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SHORELINE PHOTOS! 

   

 

 

 

Photo 13.  depicts the area where the proposed 
viewing platform will be constructed.  The young 
brushy growth in the middle of the photo will be 
removed and the platform will be installed and 
overhang the edge of the pond.   

Photo 14. depicts part of the view that visitors 
will enjoy from the trails and from the viewing 
platform.  The proposed viewing platform 
would be built on the right side of this photo  

 

Photo 15. depicts 
the existing 
road/path 
leading from the 
parking area 
down to the 
pond.  The 
accessible path 
will be built on 
top of this 
existing path to 
utilize the base 
nature of this 
trail.   

Photo 16.  Shows the Athletic Field on the east 
side of Town Beach Road that bisects the 
property.  The trails are on the west side of this 
road and to the west of the Field.   
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MISC. TRAIL ISSUE PHOTOS! 

 

 

 

 

Photo 17.  Shows standing water (mudpuddle) on the 
trail and the rutting caused when vehicles travel over 
this soft, wet soil.   A technique called “turnpiking” will 
be used to resolve this issue by installing a bladder 
filled with trap rock and covering that with processed 
gravel.    

Photo 19. depicts a great section of the trail loop!  
This trail is in good condition, appealing and scenic 
through a diverse woodland habitat.  It is used by 
pedestrians during 3 seasons and snowmobilers 
during the winter months.  The local snowmobile club 
maintains the trail and has indicated they will 
continue to do so.   

Photo 18. depicts a trail intersection between 
the two loop trails with no directional signage, 
no mileage indicators and no trail names.  A 
way‐finding signpost is proposed for this 
location.  

Photo 20. Russ Anderson, member of the 
local planning committee, points to the 
location of a short (1/4 mile) connector trail 
that would link this trail network to the Mid‐
State Trail.  The Town has contacted MAS, the 
owner of the Burncoat Wildlife Sanctuary, for 
permission to build the connector trail.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 20, 2021 
 
Amanda Lewis 
MassTrails Program Manager 
136 Damon Road 
Northampton, MA  01060 

Re: Mass Trails Grant Application 
Burncoat Pond Trail Improvement Project 

Dear Ms. Lewis: 

At the Leicester Conservation Commission meeting of January 13, 2021, the Commission voted 
to support Leicester’s application for funding for trail improvements, accessible parking, and 
beach access with an accessible viewing platform at Burncoat Park.  Improvements to Burncoat 
Park have long been a priority identified in Leicester’s Open Space and Recreation Plans over 
the years.  Improving ADA accessibility in Town parks and recreational facilities is also a high 
priority for the Town identified in the 2007 and 2015 Open Space & Recreation Plans. 
 
On behalf of the Conservation Commission, I highly recommend the Town of Leicester’s grant 
application and look forward to hearing about its success.   
 
Best Regards, 
 
Stephen Parretti 
 
Stephen Parretti, Chair 
Leicester Conversation 

TOWN OF LEICESTER 
Office of Development & Inspectional Services 

Leicester Town Hall, 3 Washburn Square, Leicester, MA  01524 
www.leicesterma.org 

508-892-7003(Building/Health)/508-892-7007 (Planning, Conservation, ZBA) 
 
 

Board of Health 
Building/Code Enforcement 
Conservation Commission 

Planning Board 
Moose Hill Water Commission 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

http://www.leicesterma.org/




 



EcoTec, Inc. 
102 Grove Street 

Worcester, MA 01605-2629 
(508) 752-9666 

FAX (508) 752-9494 
 
To: Dawn Marttila 
 Michelle Buck 
 Kevin Quinn 
 Kevin Jarvis 
  Via E-Mail 
 
From: Arthur Allen, Vice President

 
Date: January 7, 2021 
 
Re: Wetland Flagging Memorandum, Vicinity 

of Existing Ballfield off Town Beach Road, 
Leicester, MA 

============================================================================== 
This memorandum including the attached sketch map is provided to EcoTec’s client to explain 
the work that was done and to facilitate locating wetland flags and other identified resources. It 
is neither intended nor should it be used for any other purpose. This memorandum is not 
intended to be used as part of a wetland filing; a formal wetland resource evaluation will be 
provided for that purpose. 
 
Attached is a rough sketch of the wetland flag and boundary locations at the above-referenced 
property that were delineated on January 6, 2020. At the time of the inspection, there was 1 inch 
or less of snow cover in patches and soils were not frozen. In the table below, you will find the 
flag series numbers, flag type, and wetland types and locations. Locate all of these listed flags, 
including pink/black striped test plot flags located near wetland flag #D-5. These test plot flags 
will be referenced in our wetland resource evaluation report. The surveyor should also locate the 
following site features: 
 

• Existing culverts carrying streams and connecting wetlands A to B and D to A; 

• Culvert discharging apparent road runoff/stormwater upgradient of flag A-6. 
 

Flag Numbers Flag Type Wetland Types and Locations 

A-1 to A-27 Blue Flags Boundary of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands and 
Stream Bank located on the northwest side of the site 
that is associated with an intermittent stream. 
Stream drains to a culvert at A-25.  

B-1 to B-12 Blue Flags Boundary of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands and 
Stream Bank located on the southwest side of the site 
that is associated with an intermittent stream. 
Stream drains from a culvert at B-4.  

C-1 to C-15 Blue Flags Boundary of Stream Bank located on the east side of 
the site that is associated with an intermittent 
stream.  

D-1 to D-37 Blue Flags Boundary of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands located 
in the north-central portion of the site that is 
associated with slope seepage to an intermittent 
stream. Stream drains into a culvert at D-12.  
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The wetland resource areas listed in the table above were delineated in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (the “Act”; M.G.L c. 131, § 40) and its implementing 
regulations (the “Regulations”; 310 CMR 10.00).  
 

FEDERAL WETLANDS 
EcoTec has presumed that federal wetland boundaries are conterminous with the delineated 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands or Bank. Federal wetland jurisdiction can be determined by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (“Corps”) upon the filing of a Jurisdictional Determination or 
through the submittal of an Application for Permit to the Corps. 

 
LOCAL WETLANDS PROTECTION BYLAW 

The Town of Leicester has a wetlands protection bylaw and has associated regulations. 
 

BUFFER ZONE 
A 100-foot Buffer Zone extends horizontally outward from all wetland flags under the 
Regulations. 
 

RIVERFRONT AREA 
Based upon a review of the current USGS Map, there is one, intermittent stream located on the 
site. Based upon observations made during the site inspection, there are two, additional, 
unmapped streams located on the site. Based upon the stream mapping, watershed area and 
StreamStats analysis, the streams would all be designated as intermittent and Riverfront Area 
under the Act/Regulations would not occur on the site.  
 

BORDERING LAND SUBJECT TO FLOODING (BLSF) 
The project engineer should confirm the absence of Bordering Land Subject to Flooding on the 
site. When present, Bordering Land Subject to Flooding would occur in areas where the mapped 
Zone A / 100-year flood elevation is located outside of or upgradient of the delineated Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands (or in the absence of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands, Bank) boundary.  
 

VERNAL POOLS 
Vernal pools are not a resource area under the Act or Regulations; they are simply a type of 
wildlife habitat that may occur within other wetland resource areas (or even within unregulated 
uplands). Vernal pools are considered a wetland resource area under the Bylaw/Bylaw 
Regulations. Based upon a review of the 2017 Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas, 14th edition, 
as viewed through NHESP Interactive Viewer with Certified Vernal Pool layer active, there are no 
mapped Certified Vernal Pools on the site. Based upon a review of the Spring 2001 Massachusetts 
Aerial Photo Survey of Potential Vernal Pools, there are no mapped Potential Vernal Pools on the 
site. Unless noted otherwise, this mapping information is provided for general information 
purposes only, and should not be considered definitive regarding the presence or absence of 
vernal pools. If information regarding vernal pools is required, a site evaluation for that specific 
purpose would be required during the spring vernal pool season to document requisite vernal 
pool biology and hydrology. The presence of vernal pools on or near a site can trigger additional 
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permitting requirements. Unless specifically stated, EcoTec’s standard Wetland Resource 
Evaluation report is not considered to be a vernal pool evaluation. 
 
 

RARE SPECIES 
Based upon a review of the 2017 Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas, 14th edition, as viewed 
through NHESP Interactive Viewer, the site is not located within a mapped Estimated Habitat [for 
use with the Act and Regulations] and is not located within a mapped Priority Habitat [for use 
with Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (M.G.L. Ch. 131A; “MESA”) and MESA Regulations 
(321 CMR 10.00)].  
 

DISCLAIMER 
The reader should be aware that the regulatory authority for the determination of wetland 
jurisdiction rests with local, state, and federal authorities. Please note, that any work on the site, 
depending upon its scope, proximity to wetlands, and other project specific factors, may trigger 
the need for permitting under various local, state, and federal statutes. 
 
The wetland report will be prepared shortly. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at any time. 
 
 
AA/Wetland/Leicester Town Beach Ballfield Wet Memo 1.7.2021 
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